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oth As Silk

Sandy Dunkley and Sandy Wallace: SILK!

What happens when a songwriter can’t sing and a

singer can’t write songs? Well, with any kind of

luck they wind up working together in a Safeway
and run into each other at coffee break. That’s just
what happened to UFCW 1518 members Sandy
Dunkley and Sandy Wallace. It was over that cup
of coftee that two dreams came true.

Sandy Wallace has always been a singer, and
she’s always liked country music best. As a child
singing, was her greatest joy. But other than the
occasional compliment about her singing ability,
her dream of becoming a professional singer re-
mained just that, a dream,

In 1980 that began to change. One night at a
local pub her friends coaxed her into singing im-
promptu with the pub’s piano player. The crowd
loved her, and what was an impromptu per
formance became a weekly sing-a-long with
friends, including a barbershop quartet. Mavbe it
was more than just a dream.

Next came Vancouver’s Expo and a mobile re-
cording studio that allowed the fair’s patrons to
record whatever song they liked, privately or in a

glass booth so other fair-goers
could watch.

Sandy recorded the song No-
body, originally done by Sylvia,
and as soon as she heard her
voice on tape, she was hooked.
She popular
songs and used them as demos.

recorded  other
She played her songs for anyone
and everyone who would listen,
and although reaction to her
voice was positive, the people in
the music industry told her she
wouldn’t reach her dream sing-
ing other people’s songs.

Sandy Dunkley was born and
raised in Calgary, two blocks
from the famed Calgary Stam-
pede Park. She insists that this is
where her love for country mu-
sic was developed at an early
;’igt‘.

Like a lot of kids, Sandy
would sing along to songs on
the radio. Songs by Brenda Lee, the Everly Broth-
ers and Connie Francis opened whole new worlds
for Sandy, because unlike other kids who were sat-
isfied to just sing the same words as the stars,
Sandy would write her own verses to the hits of
the day. Her love of poetry led her to spend hours
writing verses to songs she heard on the radio. As
time passed she realized she had tunes flowing
through her mind that fit the words she was writ-
ing quite nicely.

This hobby took on greater meaning when
Sandy began writing original songs for special
events and people. It thrilled Sandy to see how
much happiness she could generate by writing
something original for people.

Her talent continued to grow and eventually
she made it to local television. She won an audi
tion and performed as a regular on a Sarturday
morning show “The Varsity Shop” and made reg-
ular appearances on the “Safety Round Up Show™.

In 1986, after attending a Gospel music semi
nar in Vancouver she was asked to submit lyrics o
a company in Nashville, and later attended a con-
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