
AuthorÕs notes: This set of documentation is extensive and is not intended to be a model 
for future candidates of Scholars of St. Thomas Aquinas - researching and synthesizing 
historical data into short essays is simply my favoured method of processing information. 
Reading alone doesnÕt do it for me - I have to write it down to impress facts into my memory	

This document is as it was when I first presented it with only a few minor changes to 
the Pazzi Conspiracy to eliminate some historic inaccuracies and the street name where 
Sevrin worked keeping peace in a ÒstewÓ.  Like many successful candidates, ÒwinningÓ a 
persona challenge did not mark the end of my research, but rather the beginning of it.   	

When I set out to meet this persona challenge, my goal was two-fold; First I wanted to 
legitimize my SCA persona; Sevrin de Savage, a Scot living in Florence in the late 15th 
century;  The second was to have SevrinÕs life parallel my own - I was 48 years old, so 
Sevrin was to be 48 years old also.  I was cautioned about the difficulties of these two tasks, 
and was advised to make ÒSevrinÓ a much younger man and have him lead a simpler life.  
But I decided that if I was going to do this, I was not going to compromise.  This should 
not be taken as an admonition against those who create a persona specifically for a persona 
challenge - far from it; Tailoring a persona specific for a challenge is indeed the preferred 
method.	

One of the things I did to make my remembrance of SevrinÕs life easier, was to parallel 
my own life as closely as I could within the Medieval world that he was born into; Sevrin 
was Òborn a bastardÓ - so was I; Sevrin was born to the Clan Maclellan but forbidden to 
use the name - I was by birth a McClelland, but adopted to another name; Sevrin was a 
reluctant soldier - I was a volunteer one; Sevrin worked at some dangerous and sometimes 
shadey occupations and associated with some dangerous people - and without going into 
any sordid details, so have I.	

And like Sevrin, who - upon leaving Medieval England and transplanting himself to 
Renaissance Florence - believed himself a fortunate man in that he had been gifted two 
lives, I too found myself reborn when I discovered the magic that can be achieved within 
the dream we weave in the Society for Creative Anachronism.

Sevrin de Savage
Appledore

Anno Societatus XXXX
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1) PERSONA CREATION: [Required] Candidates must develop 
an authentic and logical persona based on historical research and 
data. This persona cannot be one of an existing historic or literary 
character. Information provided in this competition must include: 
full name, date of birth, present age, place of birth and current 
residence, a brief geneaology that includes present social position, 
and a brief personal history.  

Beginnings 1 

Sevrin was born a bastard in Kirkcudbrightshire, 
Scotland in June of 1439.  His mother abandoned 
him soon after his birth and left him on the 
doorstep of the Stewart of Galloway thus creating 
the suspicion that Sevrin was sired by a Maclellan, 
the dominant clan in the Galloway area and 
Baronial family of Kirkcudbright.	

Sevrin was raised in a series of households 
within the Maclellan clan, never spending longer 
than a year and sometimes only a month in one 
place.  He was always an outsider in the families 
who fostered him, for even though all believed 
he was a Maclellan by blood, he was never permitted to use the name and was beaten if he did.  
This was instrumental in the creating the bitterness and anger in Sevrin who would lash out at any 
slight and thus came to be referred to as Ôthe savage childÕ.  (In later years, when Sevrin heard of 
a Scot who had the surname Òde SavageÓ, he took it as his own as a bitter jest to the title the 
Maclellans had given him.)	

The families who took Sevrin in put him to work to earn his keep, and due to the many 
households he fostered with his work experience was varied.  In between stints working family 
farms, Sevrin worked as a blacksmithÕs helper, a fishing boat mate, a drayman, carpenterÕs assistant, 
and even spent a time as a letter writer.  As he grew older and more aware, Sevrin found out that 
many of his masters had received far more for his labours than it cost them to foster him, yet not 
one penny found its way into his own pockets.  His bitterness with powerful figures grew.	

Despite his upbringing Sevrin was a bright child who thirsted for knowledge.  He was taught 
to read and to write by a kindly Franciscan Grey Friar who thought the study of the good book 
would gentle SevrinÕs condition.  From then on Sevrin would take any opportunity to read.  The 
world had taken away his name and stole his labour, but they couldnÕt take what was in his mind.	

When he was seventeen years old an opportunity to better himself presented itself - the nature 
of that opportunity would foreshadow SevrinÕs future career.  A frail landowner, Thom McCulloch 
was owed a great deal of money by a man named Gordon but Gordon refused to repay him.  Gordon 
was known to have a heavy purse, but also had the strength and mean spirit to keep it for himself, 
and was known in Kirkcudbrightshire as a bully.  Thom McCullochÕs own attempts to collect his 
debt left him with a broken tooth and so came to offer Sevrin ten percent of the money he could 
collect from Gordon on his behalf.  Sevrin followed Gordon home from an Inn one moonless night. 
With a stout tree branch, he waylaid Gordon on his own doorstep and beat the man senseless.  He 
then entered GordonÕs home and took all of his money - judging that the sum over and above the 
owed debt was fair payment for Thom McCullochÕs troubles.  SevrinÕs ten percent financed his 
way out of Kirkcudbrightshire forever.

Gone aÕ Warring 2 

Sevrin spent two years wandering ever southward, always following rumours of opportunity.  He 
found work where he could, sometimes settling in a town for months at a time.  Most of the jobs 
he found took his intimidating size and temper as an asset.  He worked as a strong arm in taverns 
and brothels, collected debts for businessmen who did not have the patience nor trust in the law, 
and sometimes even as a guard for merchants.
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It was in Coventry in 1458 that Sevrin ran afoul of the law.  He had broken into a manÕs house 
in order to collect a debt owed to a local merchant and was caught and arrested.  At that time, Queen 
Margaret and the Duke of Summerset had been conscripting men for a Lancastrian army to make 
war on York supporters.  Sevrin was given no choice and found himself marching north off to battle 
in a civil war he cared nothing about.	

By the time the Lancastrian army arrived in Blore Heath, Sevrin was already looking for a plan 
of escape.  But their defeat by the troops of the Duke of Salisbury stalled those plans; In effect, 
he had nowhere to run.  But once King Henry VI arrived with reinforcements, and the Yorks fled 
before the Lancastrian army - not wanting to fight the King - Sevrin saw his opportunity.  Once 
the Lancastrians took Ludlow, Sevrin made good his escape, blending into the unsettled populous 
seeking the anonymity the poorer quarters of town offered.	

SevrinÕs brief sojourn as a soldier was thankfully over.

In London Town 3 

The mid 1460s found Sevrin working as a strong arm in a stew 
(bathhouse)  that also served as a brothel on Horsleydown 
Lane in the Southwark area of London.  He made a steady 
income there keeping the peace and picked up extra money 
at his side profession as a debt collector.  SevrinÕs methods 
were direct and unsettling to the debtors; Many would arrive 
home to find Sevrin awaiting them in their own bed chambers. 
Others would be visited by Sevrin in the midst of an outing 
in the country, or even at a place of business during the busiest 
time of day.  It isnÕt surprising that most of the debtors Sevrin 
visited chose to pay their debts once they realized that they 
werenÕt safe anywhere.  Rarely did Sevrin have to rely on 
violence, nor did he wish to - he only made money if he 
collected the debt.	

Many of the brothelÕs customers were the sons of Lords, 
and more than one had run afoul of the cityÕs money lenders. 
Sevrin was soon being hired to collect money from the very 
customers the brothel served, and found himself acting as a go-between to arrange orderly repayment 
rather than the usual tactics of intimidation.  Typically he would take a young debtor aside and 
explain that he did not want to cause them harm, but was under an obligation to collect the money 
owed.  He would then act as an advisor to the young man, who was by now quite relieved to have 
Sevrin as an ally rather than an adversary.  Together they would find a way for them to repay their 
debts, usually by borrowing from a less threatening lender, or by selling off heirlooms.  Sevrin 
thrived, keeping ten percent of everything he collected, and pocketing a nice commission on the 
sale of any heirloom.	

As the decade wore on and his reputation grew amongst the circles of lenders and debtors, 
Sevrin gave up his job at the bathhouse and strictly worked as a collection agent for lenders.  His 
services were even being sought by banks and other legitimate lenders against debtors who were 
evasive or connected politically.  By 1472 he had also formulated a new approach in dealing with 
the sons of Lords who found themselves in financial trouble.  Sevrin would take them in hand and 
aide them in making arrangements with legitimate banks using their future inheritances as collateral 

for the loans.  He would then receive a fee both from the bank and from the 
debtor.	

The Medici Bank in London was one such institution that Sevrin brought 
his young charges to in order to arrange such financing.  He had come to admire 
the Medici Banking practices as he learned more of their astounding political 
reach and their adventurous history.  It was the cleverness of the Medici familyÕs 
manipulation of the power structure and the fact that the family had risen from 
obscurity to become members of the elite that appealed to Sevrin.	

Beginning with their backing of the pirate Baladassare Cossa, who - through
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their financial backing - was elected Pope John XXIII in 1410 the Medicis had proven themselves 
to be risk takers.  In 1412, when the Pope remembered his old friends by making the Medici the 
official Papal bankers, the family rose in stature equal and exceeding the ÔnobleÕ families of Europe 
who once scorned them.  But Sevrin delighted in the fact that the Medici Bank, being the favoured 
bank for Papal accounts, had the best debt collection plan of any lending institution - If a customer 
became delinquent in their payments, the Pope would threaten the debtor with excommunication 
from the church.  Very few risked such dire retribution.  As a debt collector who had come to 
specialize in accounts of noble families, Sevrin was in awe of such business acumen.	

The Medici bank in London had loaned a great deal of money to Edward IV and his loyal Lords. 
 As the civil wars between the Yorkist and Lancastrian factions wore on, many of these debts went 
unpaid.  When one such account proved especially troublesome, an officer of the Medici bank in 
London discretely approached Sevrin with an appeal for help.	

A Lord who was very close to Edward IV, had defaulted on his loans and had pointedly informed 
the Medici bank Officers that he had no intention of honouring his debt.  The Lord was protected 
in England, and the threat of excommunication would not sway him  He considered the Medici 
foreigners to be spurned and openly joked about taking advantage of the foolish Italians.  Sevrin 
set to work, knowing that his usual methods would not work on such an arrogant man.  He also 
knew that if he was successful, it would be wise to leave England to avoid prosecution.

Flight to Firenze 4 

It took months to set up the ÔcollectionÕ.  Sevrin had discovered that the Lord was financing an 
export of 5000 bales of wool from Sandwich to a buyer in Bruges 
using a line of credit from another bank.  The transaction was 
to be completed with cash on delivery in Bruges.  The value of 
the cargo, some 14500 Florin was almost one third more than 
the debt owed.	

Through the Officers of the Medici bank and his own devices, 
Sevrin bribed various officials and shipping clerks so it was 
arranged that the shipment would be transported by a Venetian 
merchant carrack whose Captain - unknown to the Lord - was 
friendly to the Medicis.  Just before the ship sailed, Sevrin waylaid 
the LordÕs agent (his nephew), and took his place, leaving the 
nephew tied in a room in Sandwich.  The ship was a full day 
out of port before the nephew was discovered and released.  By 
then it was too late.	

Thirty one days later, the ship arrived in the port of Pisa, 
where Sevrin, armed 
with a letter from the London bank, presented himself 
to the Medici representatives.  The wool was sold, the 
Medici bank recovering itÕs loan plus a handsome profit. 
 Sevrin was given a bill of exchange for 1450 fiorino 
dÕoro redeemable at any Medici bank and an invitation 
from Lorenzo and Giuliano de Medici to be their guest 
in Firenze.	

Sevrin de Savage was presented at the Medici palace 
in Firenze on May 19, 1476.  He immediately felt a kinship 
with the Medici brothers, in particular Lorenzo - a man 
with a lust for life that infected all around him.  Lorenzo 
hosted parties where everyone was expected to dance, 
sing, and enjoy themselves and the company of others.  
Lorenzo took a liking to Sevrin also, admiring his obvious 
passion for knowledge.  Because the Grey Friar so long 
ago had taught Sevrin to read latin, he immersed himself 
in LorenzoÕs Library, and because of the similarities of
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the languages, Sevrin soon learned enough of the local dialect to get by.

Finding a Home
At first, Sevrin rented a small house in the city on Via de Pepi near the Duomo.  But as the summer 
wore on, he dreaded the thought of returning to England, or even his native Scotland.  Though he 
would forever be a tolerated outsider and never be able to sit on the Signoria, Sevrin sought 
LorenzoÕs advice about taking up permanent residence.  Lorenzo gave Sevrin his blessing and 
introduced Sevrin to Alfonso Principe, his wife Maria and their children.  The Principes were an 
old and respected family who had for generations owned a large olive orchard on the outskirts of 
Firenze in the quartieri of Santo Spirito and the ward of Scala.	

AlfonsoÕs father had made a series of very unfortunate business moves and upon his death left 
Alfonso with a huge debt; one that threatened the loss of the family lands.  With LorenzoÕs guidance 
a deal was struck in that Sevrin would pay off the Principe debt and arrange for export of their 
olive oil thereby providing the family with a higher profit than they enjoyed in the local markets.  
In return, the family would provide land on which Sevrin could build his Villa and one half of all 
profits on the sale of olive oil.  It was agreed that this arrangement would remain in effect until 
twenty years after SevrinÕs death (the profit going to SevrinÕs named heir), whereupon the profit 
sharing would cease and the land and Villa would return to the ownership of the Principe family.  
The Principes were happy with the arrangement because they were immediately relieved of their 
debt and would see higher profits for their labour.  Sevrin in turn would have a permanent home 
in Firenze and a handsome income from the sale of olive oil that was augmented by his earnings 
as an agent for the Medici and other lesser banks.  Sevrin immediately contracted to have his Villa 
built.	

Now having a real home for the first time in his life, Sevrin turned his attention to the one task 
he had left undone in England.  Sevrin wrote a letter to a lady he had met and loved while in 
London.  He asked Keinna, a McCulloch by birth and a recent widow who had a grown son and 
a young daughter, to marry him.  Risking arrest, Sevrin made his way to Scotland for the last time 
in secret.  There he met Keinna where they were married, then Sevrin brought her and his new 
stepdaughter back to Firenze.  Things were going well with Sevrin, but not so with his friend and 
mentor Lorenzo de Medici.

Conspiracies and War 5 

In 1471 Pope Sixtus IV began an enterprise to expand the Papal states.  
To that end he requested that the Medici Bank raise 40,000 ducats to 
purchase Imola for the Church.  Lorenzo, greatly disturbed by this seeking 
of power by Sixtus, declined the request.  Enraged by this refusal and 
calling Lorenzo a ÒfurfanteÓ (despicable rascal), Pope Sixtus IV assembled 
a group of conspirators to eliminate Medici power from Firenze.	

Chief among the conspiracy was the Pazzi family, a rival banking 
family in Firenze.  Pope Sixtus IV took the Papal accounts from the Medici 
Bank and gave it to the Pazzi and embroiled them in the plot.  Working 
with the Archbishop of Piza, Francesco Salviati, the PazziÕs plotted to overthrow the power of 
Giuliano and Lorenzo de Medici.  Though he firmly stated that; ÒI do not wish the death of anyone 
on any account since it does not accord with our office to consent to such a thing.  Though Lorenzo 
is a villain, and behaves ill towards us, yet we do not on any 
account desire his death, but only a change in the government.Ó, 
Pope Sixtus IV let it be known that any man committing 
murder would be pardoned in this case.	

The morning of Easter Sunday, April 26th, 1478, Sevrin 
accompanied Lorenzo, and a large group of friends and visiting 
dignitaries to the Duomo for high mass, (Giuliano joining 
them later).  Unknown to them, the Pazzi conspirators chose 
this day and the end of High Mass as a signal to attack.  As 
the faithful stood in the Duomo and the Priest spoke the words;
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