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IDENTITY CONFIRMED: THIS MYOTIS
LUCIFUGUS (LITTLE BROWM BAT)
SHOULD GIVE BIRTH TD HER PUP

IN A COUPLE OF WEEKS

Forget Count Dracula,
these night-flying bug
eaters are the good guys

s hiologist Aaron Reid dons
a head-mounne flashlight and
Lascends inta the attic, [eff
Bedard and Liz GGosselin wonder
if his presence might distarh their
upstaivs tenans. Reid, whe assares
them he waon't be long, is not sur-
prised o find the inhabitants ¢ling-
ing to the warmeh of the chimney.
Gently, he callects ane specimen
into g small cloth bag and takes i

tor the picnic talle for identificarion.

GOING TO BAT FOR BATS

are tor help peaple identify roosis
on their property and relocate them
if mecessary, and o gather informa-
tion, OFf BC% 16 bat species, 14 live
in our area, yetwe know Surpris-
ingly little abour them —and much
of what we think we lknow iz myth.
Bats are not rodents; they are
more closely related to primates.
Mor are they blind. They rely on
echolocation to track their prev, but
depend on their vision for longer
distances. The risk of rabies is real,
hut often overstated, since most
hars rested were found lolling about
in broad daylight — not typical
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... If every farmer had bat houses,

we wouldn’t need pesticides...”

Reid volunteers with the South
Okanagan Similkameen Commuonity
Datl Project (www.hebats.ca),
which is funded by 1he Tabital
Conservation Truat Fund and Bat
Conservation International. Trs goals
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Lehaviour Fora healthy bat, (Reid
savs anvone who may have had
contact with a bar should ger post-
exposure treatment, which is nn
wiorae tThan any other vaccination.)
ATl of BC's hats dine on pesky
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insects, incloding mosguitoes and
crop-vandalizing leafhoppers, bee-
tles, midges and maoths, Each furry
litle critter can consume hundreds
ol insects per hour, "Tf L had my
way, every farmer would have 2e
or 3¢ bat houses,” says Reid. “Then
wi wouldn't have to use pesticides”

Most local har species roast
in crovices, under vhe loose bark
and in the hollows of large trees,
and in buildings. Typically, these
are females who gather togecher
in maternity colonies, cach giv-
ing birth to a single pup. Although
a bat can easily live for 20 years
(and con reach 40, the colony
tends to stay the same size because
fuw pups survive winter.

Bara won't damage structures,
brat they can be messy. Reid sugpests
placing a tarp around the chimney
tn collect deoppings, which fetch
a hefty price as organic compost.
If bats must be exeluded from a
building, he advises that you wai
until they leave in the fall, then seal
them out— but be sure o provide
an optional residence, Otherwise,
as Gosselin says, "it's like kicking
someone out of their home and
saying, ‘o live on the sireet,”

Gosselin and Bedard are
renting, so theyre not sure their
bats will always be weleome,

When a house painter discoverad

a roast behind their old brown
shutiers (Gosselin savs he nearly
fell of f ihe ladder), Bedard con-
verted 1he shurters inte a bat house
and mounted it on the garage.

“That's the conlest look-
ing bat house [ve ever seen,” soys
Reid, who recommends moving it
to the south wall of the building:
females necd plenty of steady hear
to shorien the gestation period,

Az he prepares to return the
little creature to the attie, T suggest
this couple might consider them-
selves bat heroes. "1 wouldn't call us
heroes,” says Dedard. “I'd just call
it commaon sense,” —Daum Renid




