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For WhaIes S ke 2
By Jackie Hildering /I/lAfS
S ever will 1 [oyscl August 20th - the day
of the diescl spill in the Michael Bigg
Ecological Reserve at Robson Bight.
s members of the whale-watching community
around Telegraph Cove, we would sec the lopsided
barge afer it lost tslogging equipment load: inhale
the dicsel fumes as we brought in media to create
awareness about the disaster; and watch a varicty
of wildlife swim through the immense slick.
. We knew that the whales would not smell the ful and how dravn they =
H are to the Reserve area. The threatened population of Northem resident
£ (salmon-cating) killer whales has the culture of ubbing an smoeth, black
£ stones. The Reserve houses the beaches they use most.
Killer whales were in the area at the time of the spill, the Orealab would
even record their calls punctuated by the crashing of the equipment
During the firs night, some 60 whales would repeatedly travel thraugh
the slck.
My warst dose of reality accurred u ™ ﬁ 2
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Vidoter My warst dose of reality accurred I3
H some 18 hoursafer the acciden. ]
Bakery & Delicatessen e he Ao om0 60
90-1708 Bowen Road year-old grandma to a 1-year-old
7533503 all, forage for salmon through
8 the rainbow sheen of diesel.
. The clean-up crew had only just
Excellent service arrived on scene.
Catering services At the time of writing,there are still so many unanswered questions about
All items are made the continued threat to the ecosysiem.  Are there stll up to 19,000 litres
in-house from scratch of fucl rapped within the equipment? Will Coast Guard undertake the
underwater inspection needed or will this anly be done thanks to the
Hours: fundraising efforts and ethics of nonproft groups? Wil we embrace the
MoncThur 8ame5:30pm necessity of protecting the habitat of animals a risk and that the Reserve
Fii Bam-6pm must therefore become a true sanctuary? The land mass is protected as a
£ Sat 8am-5:300m BC park but the ccean area falls under federal jurisdiction. There is no T
£ Locally owned Sun 10am-5pm tecourse against boats traveling through it and commercial fish openings
£ and operated Closed Holidays allos 100+ boats into “The Reserve'.
. And will we leam from this disaster, acknowledging the risks that oil
H De exploration and transport would bring to our coastline?
g
£
¢ R Let something positive come out of this or we are only left with so many
N reasons to cry over ... spilt whales.
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fundraising,efforts and thics of nonprofi groups? Will we embrace the *
Hours: ]
Mo Thur gam-5:30pm necessty of protecting the habitat of animals at risk and that the Reserve
i Bamtpm must therelore become a true sanctuary? The land mass is protected as a
Sat Bam-5:300m BC park but the ocean area falls under federal jurisdiction.  There is no
Locally owned Sun 10am-5pm recourse against boats traveling through it and commercial fish openings
and operated Closed Holidays allow 100+ boats into “The Reserve’.
nd will we leam from this disaser, acknowledging the risks that il
exploration and transport weould bring to our coastline?
Let something positive come out of this or we are only left with so many
reasons to cry over . .. spilt whales.
For further information on the spill,pettians, video & sound samples, see
f wweconaus.org, =
£ Jackie Hildering is biologist, avid scuba diver and marine educator who
3 works o of Teegraph Cave
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