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Real and effective solutions for all your Spanish language needs!

What is the subjunctive?

The sulyjunctive, like the indicative and the imperative, is a MOOD. Both the
indicative and the subjunctive moods have a number of different tenses. The
subjunctive has four: present, past, present perfect, and pluperfect.

Each mood reflects a different intention on the part of the speaker. The
indicative is used to convey information. The imperative is used to give
orders. The subjunctive is used to make statements that are conditional or
dependent on some other circumstance. What this circumstance might be
determines the different uses of the subjunctive mood.

What does dependent or conditional mean?

The easiest way to describe it is in terms of grammatical structures. Straightforsard
pieces of information can be communicated in independent clauses. Each of the
following sentences has a single verb and a single subject, and each would take the
indicative in Spamch:

| want to go te the party.=—> Quiero ir a la fiesta.

We told him the truth, —> Le dijimos la verdad,

Mary has threa brathers.  —> Marfa thene tres hermanos.

John neads to find a job. —> Juan necesita encontrar trabajo.

The party starts before midnight. === La fiesta empieza antes de la mediancche.
You went to the beach wathout me.—> Fuiste a la playa sin mi.

It iz possible, however, to construct more complex sentences in which a second,
dependent, clause is used. This dependent clause derives some of its meaning from the
verb in the main clause, and does not - by itself — express any factual meaning

within the sentence:

| want you to take me to the party=> Quiero  que me lleves a la fiesta
Wiz told him to do hs homework, > Le dijimos  que hiciera la tarea
Do you know amyone who has three brothers? —»
iConoces a algueen gue tenga tres hefmanos P

John needs to find a job that pays more—>

Juan rescesita encontrar wn trabajo U Pague mis .
The party will start before you arrive, —>» La fiesta empezard antes que legues |
Yau went to the beseh without my knawing.—> Fulste a la playa ain que yo lo suplera

Each of the verbs in the dependent clauses is in a tense of the subjunctive mood, while

the verbs in the main dauses are in the indicative. Several different kinds of

dependent clauses can take the subjunctive. These clauses are identified in terms of

their grammatical function: HOUM clauses, ADJECTIVE clauses, and ADVERBIAL clauses.
This is a far more useful way of leaming the subjunctive than trying to find specific

meanings that take the subjunctive.
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What is a noun clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts
like a noun: it answers the question  WHAT?

What does a noun clause look like?
Consider the following statements:

| want @ car,

| want a new boyfriend.

| want money.

I'want MY FRIENDS TO TAKE ME TO THE PARTY

Each of these sentences answers the guestion WHAT do | want?, but in the last sentence,
instead of a noun, we have a whole thought with its own subject. In English such
thoughts can be expressed in different ways. What grammatical constructions are being
used in the following examples? Click the question marks o find our!

()

EACH ONE They tell me  to take out the garbage.
LSES AN It was necessary for you 1o Study on Saturday,
INFINITIVE John asks the waiter tobring him a steak,
(2]
EACH ONE | am hagpy that  you can ge.
LUSES THE We were sormy  they didn’t call  sooner.

INDICATIVE They hoped we would buy them a gift.
The professor fears you have not studied .

EACH ONE (3)
LUSES THE It is important that she do her homework.
SUBJUMCTIVE It is absclutely necessary that he arrive  on time.

In Spanish all whole thoughts that answer the question WHAT must follow
this third format. The sentence must be broken up into TWO CLAUSES |
one for each subject, and generally separated by QUE. Once this has

been done you will need to determine whether the dependent clause
requires the indicative or the subjunctive mood.
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