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What is the subjunctive?

The sulyjunctive, like the indicative and the imperative, is a MOOD. Both the
indicative and the subjunctive moods have a number of different tenses. The
subjunctive has four: present, past, present perfect, and pluperfect.

Each mood reflects a different intention on the part of the speaker. The
indicative is used to convey information. The imperative is used to give
orders. The subjunctive is used to make statements that are conditional or
dependent on some other circumstance. What this circumstance might be
determines the different uses of the subjunctive mood.

What does dependent or conditional mean?

The easiest way to describe it is in terms of grammatical structures. Straightforsard
pieces of information can be communicated in independent clauses. Each of the
following sentences has a single verb and a single subject, and each would take the
indicative in Spamch:

| want to go te the party.=—> Quiero ir a la fiesta.

We told him the truth, —> Le dijimos la verdad,

Mary has threa brathers.  —> Marfa thene tres hermanos.

John neads to find a job. —> Juan necesita encontrar trabajo.

The party starts before midnight. === La fiesta empieza antes de la mediancche.
You went to the beach wathout me.—> Fuiste a la playa sin mi.

It iz possible, however, to construct more complex sentences in which a second,
dependent, clause is used. This dependent clause derives some of its meaning from the
verb in the main clause, and does not - by itself — express any factual meaning

within the sentence:

| want you to take me to the party=> Quiero  que me lleves a la fiesta
Wiz told him to do hs homework, > Le dijimos  que hiciera la tarea
Do you know amyone who has three brothers? —»
iConoces a algueen gue tenga tres hefmanos P

John needs to find a job that pays more—>

Juan rescesita encontrar wn trabajo U Pague mis .
The party will start before you arrive, —>» La fiesta empezard antes que legues |
Yau went to the beseh without my knawing.—> Fulste a la playa ain que yo lo suplera

Each of the verbs in the dependent clauses is in a tense of the subjunctive mood, while

the verbs in the main dauses are in the indicative. Several different kinds of

dependent clauses can take the subjunctive. These clauses are identified in terms of

their grammatical function: HOUM clauses, ADJECTIVE clauses, and ADVERBIAL clauses.
This is a far more useful way of leaming the subjunctive than trying to find specific

meanings that take the subjunctive.
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What is a noun clause?

A noun clause is a dependent clause that acts
like a noun: it answers the question  WHAT?

What does a noun clause look like?
Consider the following statements:

| want @ car,

| want a new boyfriend.

| want money.

I'want MY FRIENDS TO TAKE ME TO THE PARTY

Each of these sentences answers the guestion WHAT do | want?, but in the last sentence,
instead of a noun, we have a whole thought with its own subject. In English such
thoughts can be expressed in different ways. What grammatical constructions are being
used in the following examples? Click the question marks o find our!

()

EACH ONE They tell me  to take out the garbage.
LSES AN It was necessary for you 1o Study on Saturday,
INFINITIVE John asks the waiter tobring him a steak,
(2]
EACH ONE | am hagpy that  you can ge.
LUSES THE We were sormy  they didn’t call  sooner.

INDICATIVE They hoped we would buy them a gift.
The professor fears you have not studied .

EACH ONE (3)
LUSES THE It is important that she do her homework.
SUBJUMCTIVE It is absclutely necessary that he arrive  on time.

In Spanish all whole thoughts that answer the question WHAT must follow
this third format. The sentence must be broken up into TWO CLAUSES |
one for each subject, and generally separated by QUE. Once this has

been done you will need to determine whether the dependent clause
requires the indicative or the subjunctive mood.
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Moun clauses: indicative or subjunclive?

Remember, the first thing you need to know is whether or not a sentence will have more
than one clause in Spanish, Note the following two Sentences:

He wants to go to the party. The first has one 5uhje::t
He wants me to go to the party. for two verbs. The second
What i= the difference between these two sentences? has TWO subjects, one for
each verb.
In Spanish, the first sentence takes the infinitive

He wanis to go 1o the party. = El quiere ir & la fiesta.

For the second sentence, we form a noun cause and use the SLUBJUMCTIVE:

{1} He wants me to go to the party =
(2] He wants that | go to the party »
{3) El quiere gue yo vaya a la fiesta.

HMaote that to express the second sentence we had to wse twio clauses, connected by QUE
actually reworking the sentence in English before we could express it properly in

Spanish. This is necessary whenever we have two different verbs with two different

subjects.

What really determines the need for the subjunctive?
Twio verbs and two subjects are only part of it. The other part has to do with the
MEAKNING of the verb in the main clause, What is the difference in meaning between the

two noun clauses betowt The first expresses a fact. The second does
not express a fact.

They ENOW |will go to the party
Saben que yo iré a la fiesta.
They HOPE | will go to the party .
Esperan que yo vaya a la fiesta.

The varb KHOW introduces a fact |, so the first sentence takes the indicative . The verb
HOPE cannot mtroduce a fact | 50 the second sentence takes the subjunctive . Click on
each sentence 1o see il in Spanish.
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MEANINGS OF VERBS IN THE MAIN CLAUSE THAT
TAKE THE SUBJUNCTIVE IN NOUN CLAUSE

SENTENCES:

DOUET, DEMLAL

dudar Fiegiar
no pensar = Jpensart
N cFeef - JETEery

EMOTION
alegrarse de Lemer
tener miedo de  sentir

COMMAND, REQUEST PREFEREMCE, PROHIBITION

mandar degir 4_:l'l:!'¢lir
INSISTir &N Mr 1|'I1|}l‘ﬂl
rogar {to beg) aconsefar

prohabir
permitir

chajar (to allow)

IMPERSOMAL EXPRESSIONS THAT
DO HOT EXPRESS A SEMSE OF
TRUTH OR CERTAINTY
ez importante oS probable
&5 matural &5 mejor
&5 Faro &5 |dstima
&5 posible &5 imposible
5 fcil es dificil
&5 mentira

o,
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What is an adjective clause?

Adjective clauses are clauses that take the
place of an adjective: they describe
something or someone.

Examples of adjecuve clavses in English:

lhave a Tmand WHO PLAYS TENMIS

They were looking for 8 housse THAT COST LESS .
Da you know anyona WHO SPEAKS CHIMESE 7

L don't know anyone WHD SPEARS CHINESE

| know sewveral penpdu- WHO SPEAK EMGLISH

& & f =

in examples 1 and 5 the main verb {underlined) introduces 3 person or object (outlined)
that exists , while in 2, 3, and 4 the main verb introduces something of someone that does
not necessanly exist

The rule for adjective clauses in Spanish:
We use the INGHCATIVE  in an adjective clause when it describes something or someone that
exigis ; we use the SUBIUNCTIVE  in an adjective clause when it describes something or

someone that either doesn’t exist  or whose cxistenco s in doubt

TEST YOURSELR!

I have a fmend who plays tenns, Tedfge un Gmgo que jusgs = enis.

I know several people who spesk English. Conozco & varias personas que hablan mglés,
They are locking for 3 house that costs lass, Buscan und CEEE QUE CUCELE MENOS,

Do you know anyone who speaks Chinese? JConpces a alguisn que hatle chino?

I don't know anyone who speaks Chinese. Mo conazco @ nadie gue hable china.
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What is an indefinite expression?

|Expressions such as "the one(s) who" [el que, la que, los que, las
que, quien, quienes], "whatever" [lo que, cualquier(a),

cualesquier(a)], "whoever" [quienquiera, quienesquiera], and

"wherever” [dondequiera].

The subjunctive with indelinite expressions:

Indefinite expressions take the subjunctive when you want to give the idea of ANY rather
than semething specific.

Examples :
I will give you what you ask for, =» Te dare |o que pides.
Iwill give you  whatever you ask for, »> Te daré ko gue pidas
I sald | would go where you wanted. >> Dije que ifa adonde queriss.
I sald | would go  wherever you wanted. >> Dije que irfa adonde quisieras.

Adjective clauses expressing "NO MATTER LOW [MUCE]™:
Rule 1 : To express the English HO MATTER HOW... we use a formula:
Por + adjective or adverb + que + VERB

fule 2 @ We put the verb i the  SUBJUNCTIVE  when we want 1o indicate uncertainty
and in the INDICATIVE to indicate a fast.

TEST YOURSELF
Mo matter how smart they are.., => Por inteligenties que son,..

Mo matter how smart they may be.. »» Por inteligentes que sean..,

Mo matter how much we study... == Par mucho gue estudiames...
Mo matter how much we -I'I"Ii#l'l: !'l.ud:r.-- > Por mucho que estudiermos.., .

Mo matter how sick | am... =» Por enferma que estoy ...
Mo matter how sick | may (might) be... => Por enferma que esté

Te
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What is an adverbial clause?

Twypes of adverbial conjunctions:

Adverbial clauses are clauses introduced by adverbial
conjunctions (which introduce statements about the
circumstances under which something occurs).

There are two basic types of adverbial conjunctions. Some ALWAYS take the subpunctive
== gven if it doesn't always seem logical to you! Others SOMETIMES take the subpunctive.
when they refer to such drocumstances a future time, intent o purpose (rather than

result), or uncertainty. ‘Which of these applies will depend on the

conpuncticn  iceelf,

meaning of the

You need to learn the adverbial conunctions and their meanings as VOCABULARY; you also
need to learn WHICH adverbinl conjunctions take the subjunctive under WHAT

circumstances,

Conjunctions that ALWAYS take the subjunctive:

antes (de) que : befare

para que and a fin de que : in order that
SN que | without

con tal (de) que : provided that

en caso de que  In case

a no ser gQue andda Menos que | undess

Examplos:

= | will do it before they arive, --> Lo haré antes que ellos lleguen,

® We are saying it 8o that you will understand. ->

| did it before they arrived, =-> Lo hice antes gue ellos llegaran.
Lo decimos para que LU comrendas.
Did you beave without ther knowing? -->  jSaliste sin que ellcs lo supieran?

| won't bary it unless you likeit, --> Nolo compraré a menos gue te guste,
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Adverbial conjunctions thay SOMETIMES take the subjunctive:

auniue = although; even though, even il: takes subjnclive 1o Xpress unGelTEnly

de modo quesde manera gue = 5o that; in such @ way thaiiake subjunciive to express intent or
purpose, but not result

TIME EXPRESSIONE | take subjunctive to express luture time [ TERMS OF THE SENTENCE

cuando = when

hasta que = until

B cuEania = 58 SO0 A4S
luegs que = a9 $oon 0S
despucs (de)] que = after
mientras {gue] = while
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What does "sequence of tenses" mean?

The term SEQUENCE OF TENSES refers to the way we combine
different indicative and subjunctive tenses within a sentence in

Spanish. All tenses can be defined as belonging to one of two
types: present -type tenses and

past -type tenses.

The rule;

Within a sentence,

present goas with present; past goes with past . This is
as much the case in English as it is in Spanish!
Types of lenses:

Listed below are all the verb tenses in Spanish in terms of which
tense-type they belong te. Within any sentence, sequence of tense

mandates that we use only verbs of a single type.
Present-type lenses Past-type lenscs @
present indicative imperfect indicative
present perfect indicative pluperfect indicative
future preterit
future parfect praterit perfect
command forms conditional
conditional perfect
present subjunctive past (imperfect) subjunctive
present perfect subjunctive pluperfect subjunctive

Two tips [or maintaining sequence of lenses:

Theze are helplul when you nesd 1o go from présent 1o past, oF
presant to future in the subjunctive.
(1)

The present subjunetive can have a future meaning

| hope they [will] arrive tomomow

-» Esperogue ellos  Beguen mafana
(2] To express a prior action, use a perfect subjunetive
| hope they [i'r.]l.-l.-] already arrived > Espero gue ellos

hayan llegado va
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Subjunctive in Main (Independent) Clauses

"Maybe"” = acaso, quizds, tal vez:
Spanish uses the subjunctive following any of the expressions above when the speaker
intends to express some sort of doubt or uncertainty. When doubt is not being
expressed, the indicative is used,

These expressions are used with PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE forms only,
TEST YOURSELF : click on the Englsh to ses the completed Spanish sentence:

Elena no estd aqui. Cwizds... she is ¥l {you don't know)

El paquete no wino hoy, Tal vez... it will come tomormow (it may not)
Juan no hezo la tares, Acasso,., he forgat {probable reason-no doubt)
"Chala®:

Theword ojala is derived from the Arabic. ks onginal meaning was: "May Allah grant
that ...." Ojala ALWAYS takes the subjunctive in Spanish, WHAT it means and WHICH
subjunctive it takes depends on what YO want 10 Sy

{1) ©Ojald: "l hope that ...~ = 0jald + form of PRESENT subjunctive

[this introduces something that is possible ]

Qjald que puedan visitamos, = I hope they can visit us.

Ojald que e llamen pronta, = | hope they call you soon,

Djali que me hayan traido algo, = I hope they have brought me semething,

(2] Ojald: "I only ...~ = Ojald + farm of PAST subjunetive

[this introduces something that s CONTRARY TO FACT )

0jald que pudieran visitamos. = If only they could visit us. (they can't)

Qjald que te llamaran pronto. = If only they"d call yeu soon, (unlikely)

Qjald que me hubieran traido algo, = If only they had brought me something. (they didn't)

Soltened expressions:

The verbs PODER, QUERER, and DEBER are frequently used in either the conditional or
the PAST SUBJUNCTIVE to "soften” a statement = to make it seem less forceful and
more polite, Thess softened statements can be made with the PAST SLBJUNCTIVE as
wall as with the conditional:

EXAMPLES: try these using the past subjunctive, then click on the English for the
BEVEWETT

’d like to oo with you..., pero tengo que estudiar.
ou olght to write... |a carta,
Ho comprendo ka leocidn, Could you help me?
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Subjunctive in IF (Conditional) Clauses

What are conditional sentences?

Conditional sentences express a condition and its result. The word IF
introduces the condition in one clause, and the result is expressed in
the other clause. The two clauses are referred to as the IF clause and
the RE T clause

EXAMPLES:

Il we finish on Ume we will go 1o the mowvies.

. If we finished on time we would go to the movies.

. ITwill go to the party if they invite me.

. I would go to the party if they invited me.

| would have gone 1o the party if they had invited me,

BN e LaF Mg

HOTE THE FOLLOWING REGARDING EXAMPLES 1-5
**|t doesn't matier which of the two clauses comes first.
I sentences | and 3 the condition and its result se&m possible .
**In gentences 2, 4, and 5 the condition and its reswdt are unlikaly or
untrue . We call this CONTRARY TO FACT .

Indicative and subjunctive in conditional sentences:

in Spanish, when the condition and its result are possible, we do NOT use the

subpmnctive. Instead, we normally use the present tense for the IF clause and the future
for the RESULT clause. When the condition i3 CONTRARY TO FACT, however, wa must use

the FAST SUBJUNCTIVE in the IF clause, and 3 form of the COMDITIOMAL in the result
clause,

EXAMPLES: click on each for an analysis of each

5 terminamos a tiempo, iremos al cine. possiblefindeative

5 lermindramos  a tiempo, ramos  al cne.  unlEelySSubunctive

Yoo iré @ la fiesta si me  [nwvitan . possiblefindcative

Yo irffa alafiesta® me invitaran . unikely/subjnctive

5i estudio , recibiré buenas notas, possible/indicative

5 estudiara , recibiria  buenss notas.  unlkely/sulbjunctive

5i hubiera estudiado , habria recibido  buenas notas, wntruefsubpunctive

Meaning and use of "como si®:
The expression  COMO 51 (AS IF) ALWAYS takes the PAST SUBJUNCTIVE in Spanish, just
as it does in English. This is because the expression AS IF implies that what follows it is
untrue of unlikely { contrary to fact ), and in Spanish contrary to fact statements always
take the past subjunctive

He spends moneyas | he were rich, —»> Gasta dinera como 5 fusra feo

We walk asif we were ina hurry . --> Caminamos  como si tuvidéramos prisa

Tel
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Command Forms

ABOUT MOODS:

in addition to tenses, Spanish verbs are conjugated and used according to MOOD, There
are three moods in Spanish: indscative, sulbjunctive, and imperative. In general

terms, the indicative mood is wsed to make statements of fact that are not dependent on
cther statements, the subjunctive is used to make dependent and conditional statements,
and the imperative is used to make direct commands.

ABOUT COMANDS:

Birect commands in Spanish can be addressed to a variety of persons:
vosotros, and Lids, The equivalent of the

do something.

All commands in Spanish
affirmative

forms are conjugated in the

nosotros command in English would be =

td, L., nosotros,
Let's ™

with the exception of the L0 and vosolros
present subjunctive

The ehart below illustrates the formation of all regular commands in Spanish. For

maore details on the formation of the present subjunctive, go on to the next topic in this
tuterial. The madel verbs are HABLAR and ESCRIBEILD (te dlustrate proncun
placement). Exceptions will be discussed on the next page.

AFFIRMATIVE MEGATIVE
habla escribelo na hables no lo escribas
T Thiid peiscn sangular of the Fesent miicalve. Tii foem ol the present subjundlive,
Dhject pronouns after amd attached . Object promouns before and unattached
hable escribalo no hable no lo escriba
Lid. |ud form of the prosent subjunctive. Lid. form: of the present subjumctiee
Coject pronoans after and attached . DEgect promouns Defore snd unatiached.
hablen escribanlo na hablen no lo escriban
Ljdg. Lids, Torm af the present subjundciig, Ligs, foem ol the present subjuncinge,
Dbject pronouns after and attached . Obgect promouns before and unattached
hablamaos escribimoslo no hablemos no lg escribamos
Nﬂﬁ-ﬂtl‘ﬂﬁ MHosoiras fonm of (e present subjuncineg, Hoseros Tonm of the present sulyuncise,
Dbject pronouns after and attached . Obgect promours before and unattached
hablad escribidio no hableis na lo escribdis
Vasalros F:-ml-ll.'e - of infinithve with -d Wesairgs form of the present subjsnctve,
Dinpect pronouns after amd attached | Obgect promouss before and unattached.
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Exceptions and Comments

Tia commands :
Regular affirmative th commands use the third parson singular (&, ella, Wd.) form of
the present indicative. A number of verbs have Fregular td commands:

decir = i hacer =  haz ir = [T poner =  pon
salir =  =al 5B = o1 TEMeT = en Vel = Wen

These apply only to affirmative commands. Megative commands use the present
subpnctive:

Fut it here; don't put it there, —=> Ponlo agui; no lo pongas alli,

Yosolros commands @
Regular affirmative vosotros commands replace the final -R of the infinitive form with

the letter -0. Reflexive verbs simply delete the -R and, without adding the -0, add the
reflexive pronoun -05. In the case of an -IR reflexive werb an accent mark |s written

on the letter "i." The only exception is irse , where the vosotros affemative command is
idos . Again, this applies enly to the affinmatie:

D it mow; don’t ot later. -->  Hacedlo ahora; no lo hagdls mafiana.
Sit down on the chair; don't sit on the bed.--> Sentacs en la silla; no os sentéis en la cama.
Get dreszed rght awayd  —>  jVestios ahora misma!

Nosotros commands
These are a bit different from the other commands in that the speaker ks induded

among those being addressed. Many speakers, rather than use the subjunctive for
the affirmative command, simply use “warmos 2" plus the infinitve

Let's buy it! —> jComprémeosiol f (Vamos a comprariod

When the verb is reflexive or the pronosn se is needed, the -5 of the nosoatros
ending is dropped:

Lat's buy it for him!  =—=> Comprémosele! / jVamos a comprarselol
Let's get dressed® >  Westimonos!  f jVamos a vestimos!

The verb irse does not use the subjunctive alternative in the affirmative.

Let's go! -->= jVimonos!
Let's ot go! —> Mo nos vayamos!
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