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Top Island Econauts –Meeting 

Agenda: March 4th, 2008 
1. Call to order/introductions/new members (quorum = 6)

Apologies: 

Present:
2. Approval of Minutes of Feb 5th 
First:  

Second:

3. Update on Action Points

	
	Action
	Update

	Jacqui
	· Call Ursula, Lee-Ann, Diane re. MLW boats and desserts. 
· Call Sean and Chris re. MLW
	

	Jackie
	· Update re. Robson Bight funds

· Check with God’s Pocket if have boat for MLW
· Confirmation package

· Sponsorship letters

· Need MLW dinner details (TCR) finalized by mid-March 
	

	Andy 
	· Box outside fire station for cylinders 
	On hold

	Garth 
	· Moorage in Port Hardy?
	X

	Sean
	· Look into price for boat  trailer in CR
· Ladder for Ernie’s boat - To be done, if possible, by next MLW. If not done – let divers know this vessel does not have dive ladder
	

	Gord & Fernand 
	· GPS 
	

	Gord 
	· Check in with Sunfun re. Booker?
	

	Glen 
	· Storage locker key
	


4. Administrative 

Membership: No new members
Jacqui check with Garth who has paid. Reminders? 

Liability waivers?

5. Executive – Issues for Executive’s attention?  Need meeting?
6. Financial 

· Financial report (Garth) 

· Cheques: $160 McGrath (CR); $25 non-diver Aquarius; $160 C. Mckee (VP); $160 Saville (CSC); Knights ($55); 2 waiting list divers DD ($320); membership & air Silverking
· Check if all paid for MLW
· Bursaries – update

· All for Booker Lagoon to pay $40 now

· Issue with paying twice for 5-year registration of domain names. We paid $160 on July 23rd, 2007 to the Domain Registry of Canada (www.droc.ca) and then $150 in October to http://www.cadomains.com/ . First company has questionable ethics and will not return funds. 
· Previously on hold: bursary increase (voted on at Executive meeting to remain at $500 October 9th), trailer for skiff ($2000 reserved); subsidy for local classes to whale watch

7. Newsletter (Jacqui) – Emerald Expressions:  Past dives: Feb 9th Skills Dive; Feb 17th 5 Fathom LCEMS; Feb 24th LCEMS Haddington; Seafood Dinner; Viking request for help?; Further feedback/content?  Next meeting April 1st  
8. Reports/Correspondence 
· From T. Eissfeldt – become Chamber member?  Non-Profit Organization- Full Membership privileges; racking brochures/business cards; web listing; plus membership discounts. $50
· From Kevin of LCEMS:  Thank you for the wonderful data so far.  I see that the dives were inside the RCA, we were wondering if you have or could dive the Marker with the drying reef that is closer to shore and not in the RCA? (thru March 10th for survey) It would be nice to have a comparison.  We really appreciate your help.  The data we receive from the Prort Hardy area is some of the most important! 
 9. Regalia  - Fernand

Update from Jacqui: Digitized logo is no more! To have it redone (Tina’s Hobby Nook?) will cost about $150.00, and each piece would be between $10. - $15.00 each.. (we paid 15 last time a few years ago) Lisa's Pro signs has sent me back the logo they had on file for us (tank stickers)
10.  May Long Weekend 

10.1 Invitations /Registration/Confirmation package (Jackie)

· Timeline – Invites out by Jan 14th (actual Dec 12th); deadline for reg for out of town TIE January 15th; deadline for reg & payment others – Feb 1st; sponsorship letters – mid Feb; confirmation package – mid march; confirmation of boats/prices – April 1st. 

· Pescaderoes decline one additional spot – offer it to Aquarius for 2 total on Feb 19th. 

· Spots for Monks?
	Club
	2008

Invited
	Reg divers
	Reg non-divers
	Waiting list
	Paid

	UBCPS
	8
	5
	0
	0
	Yes

	Coquitlam
	8
	9
	0
	
	Paid

	Pescaderoes
	6
	7 
	0
	
	Sinkus decline

	TIE Out of town

(based on seniority)
	4
	6  Margie; Terry D,  Will, Paul, Steve, Frank?
	Lily
Debbie, Ruth
	
	Need Debbie, Ruth, Frank 

	Campbell River
	6
	7
	4  (2 kids)
	
	All paid  

	Duncan
	10
	12
	5
	
	All paid

	Aquarius dive club 
	6
	8
	1
	2
	Need Cat and Heather

	Sponsors
	2
	
	
	
	

	Total 

	54
	54
	11
	11
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Tentative Schedule – see draft confirmation package
10.2 Dive Coordination  (Andy)
10.3 Boats (Sean, Ken, Garth)

· Don’t yet know if we get the God’s Pocket Boat.
· May not have Stubbs Skiff!

	2008 Boat #
	Boat Name
	# divers
	Dive AM
	Dive PM
	Crew - Tentative

	1
	Stubbs Skiff 
	8
	Gumboot Alley
	Warbonnet Wall
	Skipper Chris,  Jackie (DM)

	2
	Cetacea 
	12
	Marg’s Wall 
	Plumper Rock
	Skipper Dave, Glen, Lily, Garth (DM)

	3
	Ernie’s Skiff
	12
	N.E. Pearse
	Plumper Wall 
	Skipper Ernie, Lee Ann (DM)

	4
	Emerald Express
	12
	N.E. Pearse
	Bob’s Spot
	Skipper Sean (DM), Jacqui

	5
	North Island Diving
	10
	Bob’s Spot
	Marg’s Wall 
	Skipper Kevin (DM), Andy, Gord, Fernand (DM)

	
	
	54
	
	
	

	Safety
	Mimir
	
	
	
	Skipper Markus. Ken, Diane and /or Ursula


Boat operators’ letters have gone out. 
10.4 Site preparation, signage, clean-up  (Glen) 

· Signed up for Vinderskov house: Glen, Jackie, Andy, Gord, Fran, Sean, Lee-Ann, Fernand, Marie
· Reserved - cost is $542.40 ($160/night +tax)

10.5 Dinner/Restaurant  (Jackie) – Need to have finanlized for mid-March.  

· $20.95/adult which includes GST but not tip = 1801.  Paid $1900. Children = $1 per birth year up to age 12. = 16.  We were free to give what tip we thought appropriate.

· Jackie deal with Killer Whale Café.  Wild salmon buffet now available.  Simplify choices – Wild salmon, veggie, steak?

· We pay for boat operators.  Econauts will be charged $10 on air bill (can opt to waive after MLW as did last year) 

· Ticket printing – Jacqui 

· Desserts?  Who? 

10.6 Sponsorship/raffle (Jackie, Jacqui)

· Have not yet done any!

· Winner McGiver = Ian Rabinovich; Winner Oops = Margie Gang; Winner C-Card = Dave Bigio (DD)

· Mo photo will be brought up on MLW.  

10.7 Safety & Dive briefing (Lee-Ann)

· Text for safety documents – review. 
· Used 7 alpha as channel 

10.8 Non-diver activities - Have sign up sheet to be on boats (Andy)

10.9 Cylinders & Compressor (Glen & Gord) 
10.10 Monday dive: May 19th, departure 08.30 (10’). From June 2007 meeting:  The priority for the dive are the workers on the MLW, no charge for this dive. 

10.11 Theme = Medieval Times.  Any Viking developments?
10.12 Other? 

11. Seafood Dinner! March 29th; 6 PM

12. Emerald Express – vessel 

· Scraping needs doing
· Zincs?
· Other?

13.Safety. Any points of concern? 

14.Community Festivals / Support

· Dive for whale bones in Coal Harbour.  On hold. 

· Beach Camp (Terry E.) On hold. 
· June 7th – community beach walk led by Jackie
15.Diving

Past dives – see point 7.  

Upcoming dives/events: 
· March 9th – Depart TC at 10 – Garth, Gord, Jackie, Jacqui, Glen

· March 16th – Depart TC at 10 – Garth, Andy, Glen, Jackie
· April 5th (Saturday) - Dive to Booker Lagoon.  Maximum divers = 10. These spots are currently filled but you could put your name on the waiting list. Garth, Gord, Glen, Jacqui, Jackie, Andy, Markus, Sean, Lee-Ann, Ken. Who collect $40/each.  Club subsidize will be $750. Waiting list: Fernand and Marie
Further Events for scheduling?

· Great Canadian Shore-line Clean-up dates are Sept 20 to 28th.  Bear Cove?
16. Any Other Business (AOB)?
Sean donating regulator. 
17. Submissions Future Meeting(s)?
· Post meeting presentation – nudibranchs for March? 

· Report back on sponsorship letter.

· Constitution – do we make mention of conservation and do we define non-diver 

18.Announcement of next Meeting/Adjournment

Next meeting – April 1st (no joke), 19.30 in Old School, Port McNeill. Meeting adjourned at:
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Top Island Econauts

May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza

May 16th to 18th, 2008 
Confirmation Package
To participating members of the Vancouver Pescaderos, Underwater British Columbia Photographic Society;  Coquitlam Scuba Club; Duncan Divers; Aquarius Scuba Club; Campbell River Tiderippers and out-of-town Econauts.

Club contacts; please ensure that your participating members receive this information and the liability waiver.

Hello fellow divers!

Yahoo – the Top Island Econauts’ Annual May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza will soon be upon us! 
Remember, all clubs committed to participating in the Duncan Divers above-water theme for this year – Medieval Times. This will undoubtedly add even more joy to the weekend. 

Deadlines
Note that April 15th is the deadline for relaying dinner choice and registering and paying for non-divers. Please understand the need for this deadline to ensure solid organization of the event.  See details below. 

Tentative Weekend Schedule

There may be adjustments in this schedule.  Ensure that you check dive times at registration! In the interest of safety and efficiency, please do join us for the briefing in the Old Saltery Pub on Friday night.
	
	Time
	Notes

	Friday May 16th 
	5.00 PM
	Killer Whale Café opens

	
	6.00-8.00 PM
	· Registration and dive sign up in pub.  
· Delivery of any pertinent medical information to registered nurse, Ursula Schneider, in sealed envelope with diver name on outside.

· Please have liability waiver ready.  It is anticipated that divers only sign up themselves and their buddy. Further details below.  

	Saturday May 17th 
	06.30 AM
	· Safety meeting for all boat operators & accompanying DMs at far end of boardwalk

	
	07.10 AM
	· Departure Dive #1

· 9.5’ ebb to flood

	
	2.10 PM
	· Departure Dive #2

· 6’ flood to ebb

	
	6.00 PM
	· Group dinner at the Killer Whale Cafe

	
	After dinner
	· Door prizes, dessert, contests; slide shows etc.

	Sunday May 18th 
	7.40 AM
	· Departure Dive #3

· 10’ ebb to flood

	
	11.30 AM
	· Pancake Brunch

· Fun and games

· Grand Raffle

	
	2.50 PM
	· Departure Dive #4

· 6’ flood to ebb


Entertainment
Other than Medieval Madness, the door prizes, grand raffle and the Duncan Divers’ Breakfast we will again have the “Most noteworthy C-Card” award and there will be the opportunity for slide shows on the Saturday evening. Of course, we will also be on the lookout for the worthy recipients of the “Oops” award celebrating diver humility and the “McGiver Diver” award for dive ingenuity. 
Restaurant and Dinner Information

Killer Whale Café opening times:  See weekend schedule 

Lunches: Will be pub style e.g. hamburgers, fish & chips

Dinners:  Please reserve for dinners other than the group meal on Saturday afternoon. 

Special diet?  Please contact the restaurant directly through 1-800-200-4665.

Saturday Dinner – 6 PM

· Catered by Telegraph Cove Resorts in the Killer Whale Café

· Menu choice: Alder Smoked Atlantic Farmed Salmon or Chicken Souvlaki or  Vegetarian Plate or Steak
· Buffet style with roast potatoes, seasoned rice, hot mixed vegetables, tossed green salad and dressing, dinner rolls and coffee and tea and yes . . . desserts!

· Please relay menu choice by April 15th!  Will be issuing colour-coded tickets for efficiency of serving.  Contact Jackie Hildering at econauts@telus.net or 250-956-3525
· This lunch is for all registered divers and non-divers.  No additional fee.  Colour-coded inner admission tickets will be issued at the time of registration.

Dive Sign Up

· Dive sign up will take place at the time of registration – Friday, May 16th from 6.00 - 8.00 PM.

· The signed liability waiver is needed in order to register.  It will speed up the process significantly if you have your liability waiver filled in already or even already sent to the Econauts.  Please also have dive logs and c-cards available.

· As indicated in the table below, each boat will go to two specific dive sites per day.

· Divers, at the time of registration, choose which boat (and, therefore, which dives) they wish to be on for Saturday and Sunday

· E.g. if a diver were to sign up for “Boat #1” on Saturday and "Boat #2” on the Sunday, the dives for the weekend would be Gumboot Alley and Warbonnet Wall on the Saturday and Marg’s Wall and Plumper Rock on the Sunday.

· You will also note that two boats will be going to N.E. Pearse in the morning.  Plans are such that, although departure times are the same, arrival time will be staggered so that one group will dive at the beginning of the slack and one group at the end = no crowding on the site. 

· Divers are only to sign up themselves and their buddy. This is to stimulate equal opportunity for all divers to be on the dives of their choosing and more mixing of clubs on the boats.

· There can be no buddy teams of 3 or more divers. 

· Note that non-divers must speak to the Dive Coordinator, Andy Hanke, directly if they wish to go out on a boat.  We regret that there will be limited opportunities to do so due to Transport Canada’s Regulations for maximum boat number. Non-diver liability waivers will be made available. 
Tentative Boat Designation 

	Boat #
	Boat Name
	Dive AM
	Dive PM

	1
	Stubbs Skiff
	Gumboot Alley
	Warbonnet Wall

	2
	Cetacea 
	Marg’s Wall 
	Plumper Rock

	3
	Ernie’s Skiff (may not have dive ladder)
	N.E. Pearse
	Plumper Wall 

	4
	Emerald Express Skiff
	N.E. Pearse
	Bob’s Spot

	5
	North Island Diving Skiff
	Bob’s Spot
	Marg’s Wall 


Liability Waiver 

· Signed and fully completed liability waiver needed at time of registration.  Please give specific number of dives and date of last dive.  We cannot accept answers like “lots” to the request of number of dives. 

· In the interest of efficiency, please have filled in prior to registration.

· Attached to the mailing of this document and available online or contact econauts@telus.net . 
Lodging
Telegraph Cove Resorts www.telegraphcoveresort.com; 1-800-200-4665; tcrltd@island.net.  Please take note; cancellation policy (48 hours; $25 cancellation fee); checkout time (11 AM). 
Cylinder Information

· Required:  2 filled cylinders – single aluminum 80’s preferred – please tag cylinders for identification. 

· Note: Cylinders must have up-to-date visual and hydro inspections or they will not be refilled.  No exceptions. 
· Regretfully, double cylinders cannot be filled.  High pressure DIN tanks can only be filled to 3200 lbs due to the limits of our compressor. 
· When cylinders need refilling, please place in back of trucks at the beginning of the boardwalk (end closest to the parking lot).

· We could use volunteers in loading and filling the cylinders!

· Nitrox fills must be arranged with local dive shops.  
North Island Diving – Port Hardy – 250-949-2664

Sun Fun Divers – Port McNeill – 250-956-2243
Directions to Telegraph Cove

· Follow Highway 19 in the direction of Campbell River and then Port Hardy
· 10 km before Port McNeill – turn right off Highway in the direction of Telegraph Cove and Alder Bay.  This is a very obvious turn off with multiple tourism signs. 15 km to Telegraph Cove from this point.  
· After 10 km, turn left for a further 5 km – follow Telegraph Cove signs  
· When reach Telegraph Cove – park in lot on right – no parking fee required.
Safety and Health Issues

· Dive and safety briefing on Friday evening at 8.15 PM 

· Note:  Buddy teams of two only. No exceptions. 

· Dive Master on each boat; safety briefing prior to every dive.

· Clubs are responsible for ensuring their participating members are sufficiently skilled and informed. 

· Each boat will have VHF radio or cell phone

· Safety boat attended with either a Registered Nurse or those with OFA Level III ticket.  Boat equipped with first aid equipment and oxygen.

· Those individuals who have health issues that may be relevant at the time of an emergency are asked to follow the following procedure: Please provide Ursula Schneider (registered nurse) with a sealed envelope with the pertinent medical information at the time of registration.  Indicate name on the outside of the envelope.  These envelopes will be regarded as highly confidential and will not be opened unless there is an emergency.  They will be returned at the end of the weekend.   Such envelopes can be sent care of J.Hildering to the Econaut address or can be handed over at the time of registration.
Sponsors and Raffle Prizes 
Raffle ticket will be sold from Friday to just before the draw on Sunday at $20.00/each.  Note that tickets can only be sold to dive club members.  It is possible to buy tickets for non-attending dive club members too!
See the webpage for updates on prizes and sponsors. 
Please note why we are a wee bit persistent in our encouraging the purchase of raffle tickets!  Through the proceeds of the raffle we are able to offer the following to the dive and local communities:

· Use of the club compressor by two fire departments 

· Availability of 3 bursaries @ $500/each to local high school students continuing on in marine related studies and/or excelling in their efforts for the environment.

· Support of marine research and education e.g.:

· Financial support of Diver’s Alert Network and Wild Killer Whale Adoption Programme

· Diving services for the Johnstone Strait Killer Whale Interpretive Centre Society (JSKWICS)

· Financial support towards stimulating the submarine investigation of the equipment spilled into the Robson Bight (Michael Bigg) Ecological Reserve
· Aiding diving for the Orca Lab. 

· Promotion of dive tourism with an emphasis on northern Vancouver Island 

· Financial support and dive services for local salmon enhancement
· Financial support to local services e.g. emergency equipment for safety truck
· Safety diver services at local events e.g. New Year’s Jump

· Marine education services = presentations, presence at community events, annual Ocean Day beach walks, detailed educational content to the club webpage and offering a non-commercial voice for local diving 

· Surveys = Vancouver Aquarium’s Lingcod Egg Mass Survey; various government marine use/designation surveys

-         And being able to host the May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza!

� EMBED Unknown  ���
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