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Letter of Introduction

Top Island Econauts Dive Club

Contact Information

Box 48; Port McNeill, B.C.; V0N -2R0; Tel/Fax: C/0 250-956-3525; econauts@telus.net 

Website: www.econauts.org  

History and operation

The Top Island Econauts Dive Club was established in 1975 to promote safe and environmentally sound recreational diving on Northern Vancouver Island.  The Certificate of Incorporation dates back to April 7th, 1976.  As a registered society, the Club operates according to the Society Act and the constitution and by-laws last amended on February 4th, 2003.  A copy of the constitution and bylaws is available via the website.

Club Philosophy

The Top Island Econauts are dedicated to sharing expertise and adhering to safe practice.  The Club practices a strict "no touch, no take" approach and has a strong commitment to marine research and education. 

Membership

The Club has approximately 60 members.  Primary membership dues are $35.00.  For each subsequent diving family member to become a Top Island Econaut, dues are $20.00/each.  There are three types of individual membership: diving, non-diving ($10) and honorary.

In order to be a diving member, the following criteria must be met

· Valid dive certification 

· An application for membership must be filled in and presented to the membership (see bylaw 5)

· Application must be accepted by the membership

· Annual liability waiver must be filled in, in full

· Dive dues must be paid at the time of application and are due annually on January 2nd.  Any outstanding air bills are also due at this time.  In accordance with bylaw 12, if dues are not paid within 60 days, membership ceases. 

Meetings

The Top Island Econauts meet on the first Tuesday of the month, unless otherwise announced, at the "Old School" in Port McNeill at 7:30 PM. At the conclusion of the meeting (+/- 8:45 PM), a monthly presentation (slide show, video, guest speaker) is most often provided.  Guests welcome.

The Annual General Meeting is held in November.

Executive meetings are held as needed.

Dive Procedure

Dive dates: 

Dives are announced at the monthly meeting and listed in the monthly electronic newsletter and on line under “events”.  The Dive Coordinator can be called for dive information at 250-956-4902 (Andy Hanke).
Dive sign-up 

Divers can sign up at the meeting or by calling the Dive Coordinator.  Experienced members will accompany new members on their first dive(s) with the Club. A minimum of 4 local dive members is needed for the boat to go out. 
Confirming or canceling dives

The Dive Coordinator is to be called by the Wednesday prior to a dive to confirm participation and organization.
Dive Fee

There is a fee of $10.00 per boat dive per diver.  These fees will be charged to the member's air bill.  Accounts are available at every monthly meeting and can be paid at that time or through Box 48, Port McNeill, V0N-2R0. 
Compressor Use

A key for the compressor room will only be issued after completing 3 check-out dives and undergoing compressor use orientation by an authorized member.  Air available to members at $3.50/fill. Non-members $6/fill.
Annual Events
· Assisting with Polar Bear Jump - Port Hardy (Jan) 

· Ling Cod Egg Mass Counts (Feb)
· Pool Party - Skills review and social (Feb)

· Seafood Dinner (March)

· Beach dive - skills and rescue technique review (April)

· Host the May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza in Telegraph Cove for divers from other clubs
· Ocean’s Day beach walk for the North Island community (June)

· West Coast Camp Out (June/July)

· Shark Dive - Port Alice (July)

· Orca Fest (August)

· Great Beach Clean Up (September)

· Participation in Powell River or alternative dive event (November)

· Underwater Pumpkin Carving (Halloween)

· Year End Dinner

Community Service

· Use of the club compressor by two fire departments 

· Availability of 3 bursaries @ $500/each to local high school students
· Donation of resource books to local high schools. 
· Support of marine research and education = financial support of Diver’s Alert Network; diving services for the Johnstone Strait Killer Whale Interpretive Centre Society (JSKWICS); aiding diving for the Orca Lab; Wild Killer Whale Adoption Programme 

· Promotion of dive tourism with an emphasis on northern Vancouver Island 

· Financial support and dive services for local salmon enhancement (2 hatcheries)
· Safety diver services at local events e.g. New Year’s Jump

· Marine education services = presentations, presence at community events e.g. Orca Fest; Ocean’s Day beach walk; non-commercial voice for local diving 

· Surveys = Vancouver Aquarium’s Lingcod Egg Mass Survey; various government marine use/designation surveys

Top Island Econaut Executive; 2007-2008
President( Jackie Hildering- 956-3525; Vice President(; Gord Jenkins- 956-3620; Secretary (+Newsletter) ( Jacqui Engel- 956-4943; Treasurer( Garth Jickling- 956-3818; One-year Directors(; Sean Watson- 284- 6266; Ken Kollman – 956- 4134; Two-year Directors(; Lee-Ann Watson- 284-6266 and Markus Kronwitter 949-1208; Dive Coordinator( Andy Hanke- 956-4902 
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