EMERALD EXPRESSIONS APRIL 2007
A warm welcome to Lynn and Mike Monk, here as new Econauts! Also welcome to Ian Rabinovich, and John Prachnau.
Seafood Dinner Was a Great Success!

Well, once again a group of about 30 Econauts and friends and family enjoyed an evening of great food and good clean fun!

The highlight of the evening for me and possibly most others there, was the hilarious ‘Barbie Girl’ routine, sang by a very brave Kate Demers, and accompanied by two of the ‘loveliest’ and very well endowed, back-up singers and dancers. Fernand showed his ‘feminine’ side off very well. What a great sport considering he is new to the club, and really doesn’t know us very well!

The divine diva of the evening though, had to be our own Garth Jickling, who had so many indescribable moves.  

Thanks to everyone for participating so fully and making the evening so memorable. 
Thanks to Andy, Ursula, Ken, and Donna for helping set up, and to everyone for the incredibly fast clean up.
Thank you also to Jackie for putting together another incredible poem (to be found at the end of this newsletter) and all of the fun entertainment.

Skills Dive coming up! April 21st at the Port Hardy Pool
9; 00-11; 00 am with lunch to follow in Port Hardy.
This is a great opportunity to brush up on those all important skills that may one day save a life! Bring along any other divers with a C-card to provide a safe, comfortable environment to ‘get wet’. 

Camera for Sale - Sea&Sea Motor Marine II underwater 35mm camera
Comes with YS-50 strobe, wide conversion lens, multi-viewfinder, and manual. Contact Jackie to view 956-3525. Used only once in fresh water to try it out.  $600.
Upcoming Events  Call  Dive Coordinator, Andy, 956-4902, by Wednesday to confirm dive for coming weekend.  From April 26th to May 16th 2007 - call Glen or Jackie at 956-3525.

· April 15th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 13.40
· April 21st (Saturday) - Annual Skills Dive.  A must for us all!  Come to the Port Hardy Pool to bone up on those essential skills.  All divers with c-cards welcome to join us. In the water by 09.00.  Skills and hot-tub till 11.00.  Lunch afterward. 
· April 28th (Saturday) - Two dive day to host our winners of the Port McNeill dive trip from last year’s MLW raffle.  Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 13.35. 
· May 1st (Tuesday) - Meeting at the Old School in Port McNeill 7.30 PM; in the multi-purpose room.   
· May 6th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 11.15 
· May 13th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 12.40 
· May 18th to 21st - May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza . 
· May 21st (Monday) “Thank You” dive for MLW volunteers – Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 12.20 
· May 27th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 13.25 
Long Live Rockfish! 
By Jackie Hildering
It’s official.  On April 1st, Five Fathom Rock in Port Hardy harbour became a Rockfish Conservation Area.  The club prompted the consideration of this site as an RCA and it should be a source of great North Island pride as it is an example of how community members (including DFO representatives, the Sport fishing Advisory Board, Malei Island Resort and our club) worked together to ensure a remarkable resource is best managed. 

The need for management stems from the historical errors made in fishing for rockfish.  What is understood now is that many species are extremely long-lived (older than a century) and only reach sexual maturity when they are around 20 years old.  It is the “big, old, sexy mamas” that are the most productive, but these were the animals targeted in the fishery. With their being highly territorial, it is possible to fish-out a whole population on one site. This is part of why there have to be zones of protection but also because it is often not possible to throw rockfish back if they are caught accidentally. They are very sensitive to changes in pressure and, reeling them in can cause their swim bladders to rupture. 

For those of you who have not dived Five Fathom Rock, ask one of us who has and be prepared for the colourful descriptions you will get.  Is it truly that unique?  Oh yeah!  Fish everywhere!  Tiger rockfish, China rockfish, massive schools of black rockfish, huge lingcod, up to 12 wolf fish on one dive and the list goes on and on. 

I personally find it very moving to know that the animals I am seeing here are the very ones that I have seen on the many other times I have dived the site and that the tiger rockfish mamas are likely older than I am.  It truly does feel like you’re visiting “residents” at this site, all at individual bouldered addresses.  And now  . . the value of their real estate is secure. 

Well done Econauts.  Long live rockfish! 
More information on RCAs can be found at http://www.pac.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/recfish/Restricted_Areas/RCAs/default_e.htm 

Great site for rockfish facts from the Vancouver Aquarium http://www.vanaqua.org:80/conservationinaction/rockfish/our_rockfish.htm
MAY LONG WEEKEND IS FAST APPROACHING!

The raffle is once again shaping up to be very GRAND. Sponsors are once again being very generous! This year we have decided to offer a special deal of 6 tickets for $100.00 (when bought together).  Tickets can be purchased by all members, even if not attending the event. Please contact Jacqui Engel to purchase. 956-4943 or jacquiengel@telus.net . 
It is also time to forward your lunch choice to Jackie (econauts@telus.net) . Choices are:  Steak; Atlantic BBQ salmon; chicken souvlaki or a vegetarian dish. 
Remember to check out our web site for the soon to be complete list of sponsorship, and upcoming events/changes and the MLW schedule of dives and more! www.econauts.org
DIVE LOG

5-Fathom Rock Dive on April 1/07

Andy Hanke

All divers should rejoice and be of good cheer for one of our favorite dive sites, 5-Fathom Rock is now protected. It has just been classified as a Rockfish Conservation Area and as such all sports fin fishing is prohibited there. I am sure many Port Hardy fishermen are dismayed at this turn of events. But, if we expect future generations to be able to go fishing it is important that we now protect such areas that are vital to the propagation of a number of fish species.

To celebrate this event the club held a dive at 5-Fathom Rock. Seven of us would mark the occasion. There was Glen, Jackie, Ken, Gord, Bryce, Markus and Andy. By 10;30 am we were all loaded into the North Island Diving skiff and heading out of the Quarterdeck Marina. The weather was good, a bit cloudy, little wind, and no rain. After a short 10-minute ride we were on site and tying up to the buoy. Because the boat was so well secured and the weather being good, all aboard would dive. Everyone quickly donned and checked their equipment.  Then one by one we rolled over the side, and in buddy teams, followed the anchor line down to the bottom.

For those of you who have had the pleasure of diving this site you know that it abounds with life. Not just the itsy bitsy stuff but also large creatures that make a diver break into a smile.

First thing Gord and I did was to try to find the small wreck that lies just off the reef and due north of the anchor line. With visibility only about 30 feet we used our compasses and set off. After swimming for two minutes and following the bottom down to 75 feet we knew we had missed it. So we turned 180 degrees and headed back. Near the anchor line we found a wolf eel resting in its den among the boulders. It just lay there and tolerated us as we both took pictures of it. Then we swam on, encountering schools of Black Rockfish. Most of these fish hung in the water column while others rested on the large boulders. I was surprised to see male Lingcod this late in the season still guarding egg masses. During our wandering we encountered a number of Tiger Rockfish as well as two more Wolf Eels.

Our last wolf Eel was right out in the open, all ten feet of him! We were getting low on air and were slowly making our way back to the anchor line when we came across him just resting on the bottom. Both Gord and I were taking pictures and thanking our lucky stars.

However, the wolf eel was not amused and after tolerating four or five pictures called it quits and swam away. We then carried on to the anchor line where we did our safety stop before surfacing.

All of us were back on board within 10 minutes of each other.

Returning to the marina we stored our equipment in the vehicles and then retired to IV’s pub to talk over hot food and drink.
See you all at the next meeting, May 1st (Tuesday)
Seafood Dinner Poem 2007 
Jackie Hildering 

Welcome all 

To the Seafood Dinner 2007

Where divers go crazy 

And the food is just heaven

We’re especially glad 

To have so many guests

Please know that this is not 

When you see the Econauts at their best 

Since it’s a little ironic 

To eat what we want to survive

But it’s just once a year

When we eat lots instead of dive 

Though it’s not all about food

There’s lots of fun and good cheer

But its not the Jacqui’s providing entertainment

It’s you guys this year

We’ve spiced up the games 

Building on the fun

We’ll play “Reach for the Bottom”

There will be singing and dancing for some

You’ll lie and you’ll cheat 

You’ll have fins on your feet 

You’ll draw and you’ll rhyme

Jacqui and I will have a great time 

Of course there’ll be musical chairs

And prizes to be won

We promise your stomach and hearts

Will be full when we’re done

It hasn’t escaped our attention

That it’s St. Patrick’s Day

This theme will be honoured

In the game we play 

But wait what’s that sound

Coming from over here?

It’s Andy’s stomach 

Wondering if the time to eat is near

Ah I hear more than that 

Let me introduce our guests

The gifts of the sea

The North Island’s best

Every year I think 

I can’t do this again

A new rhyme about seafood 

The theme’s wearing thin!

But . . . do you hear 

The flounder flailing?

The prawns preening?

The scallops sailing?  

The Dungeness, no longer imprisoned

Are so happy to be out

If you listen carefully

You’ll hear the boiling crabs shout 

Yes, these crabs well they’re  . . .  crabby

The garlic abounds

But listen I hear

Even more sounds

The wine is whining 

But not for long

The clams are clamoring  

The mussels are strong 

The abalone’s lonely, 

Endangered and has gone home

The octopi are so smart 

They won’t even give you a bone

The shrimp always say 

A little bit less

It’s because they are suffering

From small crustacean complex 

The salmon’s doing swimmingly 

But some have been out smoking 

The seafood linguine’s rich

It’s absolutely soaking 

The lobster’s out lobbying

And couldn’t come

The sushi’s wrapped so tight 

It’s about to come undone

The squid have put ink to paper

To complain that they’re here

Calling them calamari 

Makes them live in fear 

The fish are well-schooled

But the halibut’s feeling flat 

Ah and the good news?

The desserts are all low fat 

Is your mouth watering?

Are you ready to feast?

Raise your glasses and give thanks

To friends, fun and seafood we’re about to eat! 

