DECEMBER 2006 EMERALD EXPRESSIONS

SEASON’S GREETINGS! BEST WISHES FOR THE NEW YEAR
Welcome to new members Fernand and Marie Duperreault, here from Bella Bella, hope to see you both out diving very soon.

NEXT MEETING DATE CHANGE Please note the next meeting will take place on JANUARY 9TH instead of January 2nd 2007
AIR BILLS/MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2007

Air Bills and 2007 Membership dues are now due. An invoice will be e-mailed to you shortly. Please forward payment to Top Island Econauts, Box 48, Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0.

Please also sign and return a new a liability waiver for 2007

Dues remain the same, at $35.00 for the first member, $20.00 for each additional diving member, and $10.00 each for non-diving members.

Air fills continue to be $3.50 per fill for members, $6.00 for non-members.

Thank you to Dave and Glen for being the Audit committee in December, along with Garth and Jackie. We appreciate the time and effort on behalf of the club. The Audit showed all in good order.
Club Dinner
Just to be different, this year we will have a New Years Dinner in Port Alice, hosted by Sean and LeeAnn Watson. Saturday, January 20th/07. Pot luck and bring a wacky gift to exchange (maximum $15.00)Call Sean/LeeAnn to confirm details by January 9th (next meeting)
250-284-6266
Who can help at these events?
January 1st. Polar Bear Swim in Port Hardy

We support the jumpers by being in the water, ready to assist if necessary,

Please contact Jackie H. 956-3525 if you can help.

Markus needs Dive Master Assistance in the Port Hardy Pool

January 9th and 16, th 8:30 -10:30 am. Students from Avalon School are participating in a Scuba experience. Contact Markus at NI Diving. 949-2664
Please read our Constitution! It can be accessed on the web at www.econauts.org  Also check out our web site for current events and dives.

MAY LONG WEEKEND!

Believe it or not, we have already begun plans for the 2007 May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza!! Any help from members is always appreciated, clear this weekend on your calendar.

UPCOMING DIVES AND EVENTS
Call Andy on Wednesday before the dive to confirm/cancel at 956-4902

After December 21st contact Glen/Jackie at 956-3525, as Andy if off on holidays.
December 10th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 1.25 PM

December 17th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 11.00 AM

January 1st - Assist as safety divers for the Port Hardy New Year's Jump.  Contact Markus if wanting to assist. 

January 7th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 11.40 AM

January 9th (Tuesday) - Meeting at the Old School in Port McNeill 7.30 PM; Room 3.  See agenda. 

January 14th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 09.10 AM

January 20th (Saturday) - Potluck dinner and New Year celebration 5.30 PM in Port Alice

January 21st (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 10.10 AM

January 28th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 09.15 AM

February 4th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 10.10 AM

February 6th (Tuesday) - Meeting at the Old School in Port McNeill 7.30 PM; Room 3.  See agenda. 

February 10th (Saturday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove 2.25 PM

May 18th to 21st - May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza 
Check out our web site for other annual events each month! www.econauts.org 
Mail From ‘Down Under’
Hello Econauts one and all! I know it’s been a while since I was even at a meeting, but you must know that I would rather be diving than anywhere else! That being said, my wife Terry and I are currently in Australia for about four weeks, touring around with my parents.

We are in Cairns right now, and have been for about 5 days. During our time here, we scheduled a trip to the reef,,,yes the Great Barrier Reef.

I am ecstatic to report that I have now dove on the reef! My longest dive ever...air hog that I am!  Forty Five minutes! That’s getting up to Bad Jackies normal time! 

Unbelievable amount of life that of course, goes on, and on, and on, for thousands of kilometers. I did a sell job on my dive master and she will be coming to our location in February! Even though it was all so very spectacular, I am still convinced that North Island colours down under are much more. I truly relished the privilege and the moment here. The creativeness displayed is astounding.

I will look forward to meeting with you all in the New Year!

Take care and have a very safe and Blessed Christmas.

Sincerely,
Terrence Eissfeldt

Dive on Econauts! 

Dive Log:  Sunday, December 3, 2006

After a short cruise outside Telegraph Cove – to check the actual size of the waves in the Southeast Gale – We tied up to the fuel dock inside the Cove, geared up and slopped into the water. Now I haven’t been doing this as long as most of you all but I do know that the Anemones, Urchins, Nudibranchs et al are not as abundant in this spot as they are at the other sites we visit on a regular basis. However I learned that one should never pre-judge the relative excitement level of any particular dive before one enters the water. This dive proved to be very memorable to say the least. 

After dragging my buddy Andy back to the surface to deal with an equipment problem (mine) we got back down to the business of checking out the assorted abandoned goodies at the bottom of the Cove. After a while we met up with Jackie and Glen on their way back and while Jackie was fiddling with her camera to show me the video of their amazing encounter with about a dozen Sea Lions, I was frantically signaling her to turn around and check out the dozen or so Sea Lions peering over her shoulder to get a look at the video too!

One of these critters was pretty bold and came up very close to us all. As Glen says – close enough to give him a little scratch under the chin. After Andy did a sort of “DiveAngel” dance with them, they disappeared but as we all drifted back towards the skiff, they came back to check us out again and then disappeared again and then repeated this process about 3 or 4 more times.

Great dive guys. I guess if we could guarantee this sort of encounter every time, we could save a lot of wear and tear on the skiff!

Thanks again,

Gord
Thank you for the letter and Dive Log guys!  I expect some stories from all of you warm water divers in the New Year! Have a great Christmas everyone, see you in 2007!
