Top Island Econauts Dive Club. Box 48 Port McNeill BC V0N 2R0 956-3525


EMERALD EXPRESSIONS JUNE 2007

Welcome to new club members Christine and Terry Hind (who won membership at the Dive Extravaganza) and rejoining member Sean Fenzl.
May 21, 2007

Subject: Top Island Econaut post MLW dive
Dive Log by Paul Sim
The sun is out and it’s well deserved play-time for the hard working group of Top Island Econauts. Not everyone could take the time for this reward which left some room on the boat for a couple out of town members like myself plus two really great long standing members from the Edmonton area, Will and Terry. Today’s divers include Jackie, Glen (captain), Sean, Lee Ann and Andy.

The dive-site was determined as NE Pearse due to consideration for its non-slack dive-ability and time restraints for some of those attending. We departed at 8:00 o’clock and the crossing was made in good time although the sea was running a little high because of the nice sunshine, which usually creates wind. Glen handled the boat like a pro and delivered us safely to the site and into the water at the usual entry point near the cut.

Will & Terry were the first to descend followed by Jackie and Lee Ann and then Sean, Andy and yours truly. We made our way along the wall at about 55 feet, enjoying the view of the others below us through the 50-odd foot visibility. A gentle current looked after the propulsion element nicely and left our full attention to examining the wall. This wall is a wonderful storybook about the evolution of life with chapters by the oldest invertebrates like sponges and algae to more sophisticated characters like worms and crabs. Some of the critters are communal like hydroid bushes and compound tunicates while others prefer their solitude like the pygmy cancer crab which hides inside old giant barnacle shells and the solitary pink mouth hydroid with its massive crown of tentacles around its bulbous gonads which make for a nice hiding spot for little amphipods if you look closely. To write the entire story at this time would be folly because we all have to be somewhere doing something and not just reading and writing about it but some mention should be given to star sightings like the following: Crimson anemones providing coverage for the Kincaid and Clown shrimps, Hermit crabs including the bright Orange, Bering and Greenmark, Nudibranchs including my much-sought-after photo model Doto amyra, Cuthona divae and Cuthona punicea which you will only find here in the Plumper Islands as it feeds on the likewise unique to this region Raspberry hydroid, Eubranchus rustyus and sanjuanensis on the glassy plume hydroids (they are very tiny – look closely) Hairy triton snails, Northern staghorn, Clava sp and Spirol bryozoans, Spagetti and Calcareuos tubeworms, Gooseberry and Moon jellies, Pink hydrocoral, Red, orange and the colonial Clavularia soft corals, painted anemones and velvety red sponge and then later doing our safety stop in the tall bull kelp amidst the heavenly shafts of sunlight while searching for Mo Morrogh’s memorial plaque (it seems to be well hidden in the blade algae because we could not find it). We surface after 50 minutes of sensory overload, born again into our gravity-rich world of sun and rain, hot and cold while sadly yet gladly leaving behind our ancestral world of weightless water and constant cold.

The sun did feel good because that diving paradise does come at a cost which is to say that if you are a guy that had too much coffee earlier you will have trouble relieving that situation as the turtle effect of that cold water is very pronounced. Shouts of “whale” are all it takes for the girls though and I somehow doubt they have a lot of sympathy for the male condition. We will just have to suffer in silence until things return to normal and turtle time is over. Glen heads us home across the still blowing sea and then we spot it. AIRPLANE. Coming right for us. Roaring along and banking at the last instant, pulling up and heading back north. Well, that explains where at least one spot came open on the boat as this flyby was by Top Island member Gord. 

Thanks for inviting me everyone and thanks to Sean and Andy for being such great dive buddies, letting me lead the dive that found me the great photo op with my favorite doto. Thanks Glen for getting us there and back safely. And a huge thanks to all the TIE members who put such a wonderful effort into making this a fantastic MLW. It was just AWESOME!

Yours truly I can’t get this big s/e grin off my face, 

Paul Sim.  

Thank you Paul for the great Dive Log! Thank you to all of the people who helped out on the weekend, your support is greatly appreciated!

Special huge thanks to the Duncan Divers; your spirit and generosity make the MLW that much better. Remember the challenge for next year, Knights and Ladies!  Let’s get medieval! 
Top Island Econauts Bursary Recipients

Congratulations to Stephanie Rombough of North Island Secondary School, who was the recipient of the Stubbs Island Whale Watching /TIE “Environmental Stewardship Bursary” of $500.00, and the TIE bursary of $500.00. Stephanie is attending university to become a Naturopathic Doctor. Congratulations also to Colby Day who will be attending forestry program at BCIT. He also received at Top Island Econauts Bursary of $500.00. 
If you are in the local high schools, look for the beautiful underwater photographs that the club has placed in each school. The pictures have the names of the bursary winners engraved on plaques. 
Community Events
June 16th - Join in for a Beach Walk for the Young Naturalist Club in Port Hardy at 8: 45 am at the end of the Shipley Street in Port Hardy (down the street from the post office). Contact Jackie if you can help 956-3525
We also will be planning to do an underwater clean-up at Bear Cove as part of the Great Canadian Shore-line clean-up (September). http://www.vanaqua.org/cleanup/
Upcoming meetings: Many Important Decisions to be made!
July 3rd -  We will be discussing potential spending. Bring forward your proposals/ideas for community contributions; etc. 
No meeting in August

September 4th - Markus will present information on the various diving certifications:  rebreather divers; handicapped divers; mixed gas divers and solo divers. Discussion will be open with regards to these certifications and the development of club policy re. Membership for these specialties and participation in the MLW event. 
Attendance at these meetings will ensure that your views are heard (and that you get to influence the dates of the planned dives)!  We meet in the Old School in Port McNeill at 7.30 PM.  Agenda is always available on line.
Please attend if any of these issues are important to you.

Past Dives
We have had many dives in the last few weeks, May 13th to North-east Pearse, May 21, the gratitude dive to…North-east Pearse, May 27th to Warbonnet, June 3rd to…you guessed it, our favorite spot North East Pearse.  Please forward any dive logs to me at jacquiengel@telus.net 
Remember to check out our web site. www.econauts.org and follow the links to the 2007 MLW photographs and a write-up in the Peascadero newsletter. The web site has updated dive information.

Thank you Jackie for managing the web page, as well as all the other jobs you do for us!

 Regalia anyone? Who would like to organize T shirts/club logos or hats or ??
Contact Jacqui if you would like to take on this job.

Upcoming dives
Remember to call Andy (dive coordinator) by Wednesday to confirm your participation for the dive for the coming weekend.  956-4902           
· June 17th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 10.15.  Andy, Jackie, Garth.
· June 24th (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 12.15 with only a 3’ exchange so we will be able to do Stephanson’s or Stubbs.  Garth, Jacqui, Andy. 
· July 1st (Sunday) - Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 09.25.  Jackie sad and alone needing dive buddies!
· July 8th (Sunday) - Meeting in Port Alice at 10.00 for a possible encounter with 6-gill sharks.  Pot-luck BBQ afterward at Watson’s. Garth, Sean, Lee-Ann, Jackie, Markus, Andy, Jacqui, Glen.
· July 15th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 09.15.  Jackie, Jacqui, Andy, Garth. 
· August 19th - Diving with prize winners to the Browning area with Malei Island Charters.  Econauts to pay their own way.  Maya, Norris, Jackie, Garth, Glen and 1 space still available – call Jackie.  
