TOP ISLAND ECONAUTS DIVE CLUB. BOX 48. PORT MCNEILL BC 956-3525


EMERALD EXPRESSIONS
 NOVEMBER 2006 NEWSLETTER
New Executive:

President
Jackie Hildering

Vice President
Gord Jenkins

Treasurer
Garth Jickling

Secretary/Newsletter
Jacqui Engel

Dive Coordinator
Andy Hanke

Two year directors: Sean Watson, Ken Kollman

Remaining one year directors: LeeAnn Watson, Markus Kronwitter.

Thank you to everyone who attended the November AGM

Mermaid
She swam with grace


Her hair in her face



Her fin swishing




And I was wishing





Wishing to be a merperson,






But, only a mere person

Madison Smith, Grade 8 student at NISS (and future diver?)

2007 Calendar’s available
In memory of Mo Morrough, UBCPS has created a beautiful underwater calendar, from Mo’s collection of amazing photographs. These are available for purchase ($13.00) from Jackie/Jacqui. Proceeds from the calendars will be donated to a charitable organization in Mo’s name. Please check out the Underwater BC Photography Society website for more information. www.upcps.com
Photographs needed!
We did not yet choose the two photographs to be displayed at North Island Secondary, and Port Hardy Secondary Schools. These photographs will be kept at the schools, with the names of our bursary winners engraved on plaques on them. Please bring a selection of your favorite underwater pictures to the next meeting in December. The prints chosen will be framed by Henschel’s Fine Arts. Interested in joining the Bursary Committee? Let a Jackie know.

Dive Log - Jackie Hildering
Date:  October 15th, 2006






 

Dive: Marg’s Wall  

 
Divers:  Jacqui & Todd; Glen & I; and then Andy & Gord dived NE Pearse

This dive log requires a disclaimer.  We, the local Top Island Econauts, take no responsibility for the feelings of envy, disappointment or longing felt by the out-of-town Econauts who are about to read this.

 The kelp that had washed into Telegraph Cove allowed for the study of hooded nudibranchs before we had even gotten into the boat. 

On the way to the Plumper Island group, we paused briefly (and from a respectful distance) to view transient orca who had appeared to make a kill near the Stephanson Islands.  While stopped, we could hear and see, the 80+ giant Steller sea lions at Stubbs Island.  Later too we would hear barking indicating that California sea lions were also in the area. 

As a club philosophy (and adhering to what is soon to be marine mammal regulations), we will not target sea lions.  Being as fortunate as we are in this area, we would soon have reaffirmed that there is no need to target them for diving. 

We nestled into the crack a Marg’s Wall amidst the sun-soaked kelp.  We urgently got on our gear. The vis appeared so promising that we could not wait to get in.

Glen and I were first off the boat and within minutes – a Steller sea lion was checking us out. Glen had a face-to-face encounter with this mature male and I was very fortunate to get a few swim-bys from him as I hung in the water column. I watched him turn directly above Glen’s head with Glen having to duck out of the way as a result.  The Steller then glided right under Jacqui and Todd who were still on the surface.  Seeing the animal near Glen, Jacqui and Todd allowed a full appreciation of how big these sea lions are – truly the biggest species of sea lion in the world. 

The excellent vis allowed for fantastic images that I am sure to carry with me till I am a drooling (and hopefully still diving) old granny. Out of the green sea he came with such grace and agility.  It is difficult to adequately relay the experience that generated such euphoria in Glen and I. It felt like Nature’s gift – a sea lion that found us; we without the any feelings of intrusion - just the euphoria of having seen one of the giants of our area in its natural setting. 

Todd too got to enjoy an encounter but Jacqui would have to settle for other fantastic finds such as an octopus fully out in the open and a great winged nudibranch “flying” about. 

Of course, I saw lots of other life on this dive but, I have to be honest, twice I ignored what was around me and, while diving, replayed my video of the Steller encounter.   

We then delivered Andy and Gord to NE Pearse, we ate some cinnamon buns (wow Jac - you really are the good one!) and I then transferred over to another vessel to help with a humpback research project for the rest of the day.

Yes, I may die an impoverished old lady but ah – the memories I’ll have! 

Wish you were there!

Dive Log- Jacqui Engel
Oct.15/06

Marg’s Wall
OK, I have to add my two cents worth about the dive on Sunday!
 Upon entering the water I spotted Glen and Jackie: they appeared to be having a heated ‘discussion’ underwater…then Jack treated me to the “Sea lion re-enactment dance” My first thoughts were: “Oh, oh, they’re arguing…no, Jack is having a seizure!…no, wait a sec, I think they just saw a sea lion up close and personal!” not realizing he had been right below my fins!
Then Todd and I continued on with the dive. Marg’s Wall is an amazing place: huge orange peel nudibranchs, a massive Puget Sound king crab, soft corals, hydroids, scallops, stars, crab, then, the octopus! Right out on a ledge, fully exposed, he just reclined there, curled up, like a contented cat. I took many pictures, even some video, and he wasn’t the least bit disturbed or perturbed!
 Todd happily found a Puget Sound king crab carapace in the entrance of the octopus’ den, and pointed out a barnacle clad kelp crab. We finished up the dive in the kelp, with the sun streaming down through the ribbon like fronds. The last treat of the dive, was a tiny pink flying creature, the winged nudibranch, passing right by me during my safety stop.  Again my new camera got a workout! (Blurry pictures though)
This too was a memorable dive for me!  I hope to be on the dive boat right beside you Jackie, and our fellow Top Island Econauts, in our ‘golden’ years! If nothing else we will be sharing our dive logs and pictures and saying “remember the time…”

UPCOMING DIVES AND EVENTS
Call Andy our dive coordinator to book on a dive, or cancel/confirm a dive by Thursday. 956-4902

All Dives are on Sunday leaving Telegraph Cove

(Weather permitting these days)

November 19th 12:25 pm

November 26th 1:30 pm

December 3rd 11:55

December 10th 1:25

Next Meeting December 5th Old School, Port McNeill

Malei Island Dive Trip

 The Malei Island Dive trip has been postponed until January. The trip is only $150.00, including two nights at the resort, and four dives. We will provide our own food/sleeping bag/etc.

A cheque to hold your spot will be required. Please e mail Jackie if you are interested in a date during the first two weeks of January.

Mamro Trip with Margie Gang

Margie has arranged a trip with Mamro, and there are a few spaces available. Check out their website at www.mamro.com/index_files/Page478.htm 
If four people are interested we would have the whole boat to ourselves. The trip will be either mid July or late August. Margie won a 4 for 2 trip at the May Long Weekend, and is willing to share the savings. Please e mail Margie at margang@telus.net for more details.

Our MLW Sponsor, Progressive Diesel, now has waterproof cases for sale. Check out their products at www.stormcase.com
Thank You to Glen, for filling more cylinders for DFO, on behalf of the club and Markus, for donating a book to the Avalon school in the club’s name.
The Beautiful “Marine Life of the Pacific Northwest” by Hanby/Lamb hardback books have been delivered to the two local high schools, Seaview Elementary, in Port Alice, and Avalon Academy in Port Hardy.

See you all at the December 5th meeting!
