EMERALD EXPRESSIONS JANUARY 2008

Best wishes to everyone this year. I hope everyone had a safe and happy Christmas break, and are all ready to get back to diving. Here are the upcoming dives and events to get you interested!

Call our Dive Coordinator ANDY to get on a dive! 956-4902

January 20th (Sunday) – Meet at Bear Cove at 10.00 (big exchange @ 15’ so no boat dive) 

January 26th (Saturday) – Potluck dinner at Sean and Lee-Ann’s in Port Alice.  Details will be sent out in a separate email. 
January 27th (Sunday) - departure 12.00 from Telegraph Cove
Feb 3rd (Sunday) at 10.35 from Telegraph Cove 
Feb 5th - meeting at 7.30 at the Old School in Port McNeill. Planning of dives and slide presentation of local dive sites. 
February 9th (Saturday) – 09.00-11.00 Skills dive and fun at the Port Hardy pool. Please come Econauts to practice those essential dive skills.  Bring family to enjoy the hot tub, pool and sauna.  Will have a group lunch afterwards 
Feb 10th (Sunday) Haddington LCEMS = Ling Cod Egg Mass Survey  (time to be announced – see www.econauts.org ) 
Feb 17th (Sunday) LCEMS at Five Fathom; departure from Sea Gate dock in Port Hardy at 10.00 
Feb 24th (Sunday) departure from TC 10.20  or blow out date for LCEMS
April 5th (Saturday) - Dive to Booker Lagoon.  Maximum divers = 10. These spots are currently filled but you could put your name on the waiting list.

Want to dive some new sites? Let’s explore this year and head further a field… we have a new GPS so we can expand our range, but we need more divers on the boat to make it worthwhile! So come on, get your gear together and lets go diving!

DIVE LOG 

NOVEMBER 18TH 2007

Andy Hanke

November 18th was a pleasant day. There was a bit of wind, but it was manageable. Six of us set off for Plumper Rock. It had been quite some time since the club had dove this site. For Fernand and Marie wit would be their first time. We tied up to some kelp at Plumper Rock and waited for the current to slow. When it looked like the current was close to slack the first four divers entered the water.. Those left on the boat noted that the current seemed to reverse itself only 10 minutes after the divers went down.

The tides they are a changing. It used to be that they were so predictable. The slack in the Plumper Group of islands seems to be occurring earlier and is getting to be quite short, even for small exchanges. Even so the divers stayed down until forced to the surface by low air levels. In spite of the current, Fernand and Marie loved Plumper Rock. They marveled at the richness and variety of life at the site… Jackie and Glen had been repeatedly visited by a sea lion. Once the divers were back on board the EE headed off for N.E. Pearse.


Half way there Glen took over the help to allow Andy and Gord to finish suiting up. A couple of minutes after arriving at the site the divers were in the water. A short time was spent on the surface for a gear check and to finalize the dive plan. Then down they went, doing a slow decent to the bottom of the wall. Gord wanted to explore the under-cut at the base of the wall. The divers moved slowly along, looking into every nook and cranny, hoping to find interesting creatures staring back at them. As the dive progressed, paying careful attention to their computers, they timed their ascent to avoid the need for decompression. Finally they were in among the kelp in less than 25 feet of water. As they explored this watery forest Andy spied a harbour seal resting on the bottom. It was about five feet long with big brown eyes and a Mona Lisa smile. It seemed content to lie there until the divers got too close. Then with a flick of its tail it vanished.

The divers continued to glide through the forest, but everything else was an anti-climax compared to seeing the seal. Finally they surfaced. Finding themselves separated from the boat by a wide swath of kelp, they did a shallow dive under the kelp to come out into open water.

Once the divers were aboard the boat set off for Telegraph Cove. The wind had come up and the sea was a bit choppy. However, everyone was comfortable as they all stayed in their drysuits until the boat tied up to the dock. Then it was the usual hustle and bustle to get everything to shore and putting the boat to bed.

Thank you Andy for the last Dive Log of 2007. Please share your dive stories with the club, everyone enjoys hearing how the dive was for someone else!  E mail to Jacqui and jacquiengel@telus.net 

LINGCOD EGG MASS SURVEY TIME

By taking part in the Lingcod Egg Mass Survey, divers can help gather important information about a valuable resource whose population is only 3-5% of what it was a century ago.  Divers participating in this annual survey collect information on the number, size, condition, and position of egg masses, as well as whether or not a guarding male is present. This data can help us determine if local lingcod populations are showing any evidence of recovery. We have been involved in this survey for many years, always impressing the Vancouver Aquarium with the size and number of egg masses in our area. Come out and take part in this exciting survey. We dive Haddington and Five Fathom Rock.

The peak period for this survey is Feb. 16-24, 2008

(Data gathered from February 2 to March 10 will be included). 
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For further information see www.vanaqua.org/lingcodsurvey
Indoor Dive
Haven’t been In the water for awhile? Come to the Port Hardy Pool.

Saturday, February 11th from 9:00 – 11:00 am we have rented the pool for skills practice. Bring the family along for a swim/sauna/hot tub! We will have lunch in Port Hardy afterwards. This is a great opportunity to get back into diving. Need not be a member of the club – just need a valid c-card. 

Membership Dues

By now everyone should have received their air/dive bill by email. If you didn’t receive a bill, you’re not diving enough! Please forward payment for membership ($35.00 diver, +$20.00 additional diver/$10.00 non diver) to Box 48 Port McNeill, BC V0N 2R0.

Check our web site for any information about the club’s policies etc. at www.econauts.com 
2008 Executive

Thank you to the “New” Executive for 2008. 

President( Jackie Hildering; Vice President(; Gord Jenkins; Secretary (+Newsletter) ( Jacqui Engel; Treasurer( Garth Jickling; One-year Directors(; Sean Watson; Ken Kollman; Two-year Directors(; Lee-Ann Watson- 284-6266 and Markus Kronwitter (Glen Miller alternate); Dive Coordinator( Andy Hanke

Come join the meeting even if you just want to be there to enjoy the photo presentation at 8.45.  

When there, you weigh in on the dates of the dives.  Agenda always available on the webpage. 

Thank you to all of the club members who work so hard on behalf of the club! Now let’s get diving to make it all worthwhile.

May Long Weekend – May 16th to 18th 

May Long Weekend invitations are out and most people have already confirmed. This highly anticipated event will be even more fun this year! We have all committed to a medieval theme.

 If you would like to help in any way, please let us know! Desperately need someone creative to help us with the medieval theme. The club has once again rented the Vinderskov house in Telegraph Cove for the weekend.   

	
	Time
	Notes

	Friday May 16th 
	5.00 PM
	Killer Whale Café opens

	
	6.00-8.00 PM
	· Registration and dive sign up in pub.  

· 

	Saturday May 17th 
	06.45 AM
	· Safety meeting for all boat operators & accompanying DMs at far end of boardwalk

	
	07.30 AM
	· Departure Dive #1

· 9.5’ ebb to flood

	
	2.30 PM
	· Departure Dive #2

· 6’ flood to ebb

	
	6.00 PM
	· Group dinner at the Killer Whale Cafe

	
	After dinner
	· Door prizes, dessert, contests; slide shows etc.

	Sunday May 18th 
	8.00 AM
	· Departure Dive #3

· 10’ ebb to flood

	
	11.30 AM
	· Pancake Brunch

· Fun and games

· Grand Raffle

	
	3.10 PM
	· Departure Dive #4

· 6’ flood to ebb


Hellos from Club Members

With the Air/Boat/Membership bills having all been e-mailed out, the nice part of this job is receiving the replies from everyone!

Todd Hunter let me know that he and Dalia were married in Edmonton recently, and have just returned from Mexico. Unfortunately, they have moved south to Nanaimo, so we won’t be seeing them out on the Emerald Express. Todd would like to thank everyone for the special memories of diving here.

Markus and Cecilia are also away in Europe, and would like to wish everyone “Best Wishes for the New Year.”

Next meeting is Feb. 5th Tuesday, at the Old School in Port McNeill, at 7:30

