TOP ISLAND ECONAUTS DIVE CLUB BOX 48 PORT MCNEILL 250-956-3525


EMERALD EXPRESSIONS OCTOBER 2006

NEXT MEETING IS THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
NOVEMBER 7th, 2006
A warm welcome to new members Jiro Sakoue, visiting here from Palau, and Sean Major, from right here in Port McNeill!
Come out and vote on the new executive!
 Forward your nominations ASAP to Jacqui Engel, Secretary.

Nominations to date:
President: Jackie Hildering

Vice President: Sean Watson, Gord Jenkins

Treasurer: Garth Jickling

Secretary: Jacqui Engel

Dive Coordinator: Andy Hanke

Directors: Sean Watson, Gord Jenkins, Ursula Schneider.

Club Business
Financial Decisions made at the September/October meetings include continued financial support to DAN/Killer Whale Adoption/2X $500.00 Bursaries/Marble River Hatchery, and include an additional $200.00 donation to the Kokish Hatchery.

Photo Opportunity!

At the next meeting we will select two underwater photographs to be framed and placed in the north island high schools. These pictures will serve as ‘trophies’ to acknowledge the students who have received the bursaries. They will include a metal plaque with the clubs name/logo, and 1” shields with each year’s bursary recipients name engraved on it. The pictures will remain in the schools. Bring your favorite underwater photographs   (CD/DVD/Printed) 
Bring your photo’s anyway for the after meeting presentation!
Dive Master Insurance Supplement
The details will be worked out next meeting as to who will be eligible for a supplement regarding Dive Master Insurance.

Dive masters applying for the supplement must be committed to volunteering as such during club dives, and dive events such as the May Long Weekend.
Purchase of Hardback Reference books for local Schools
Three signed copies of the amazing reference book “Marine Life of the Pacific Northwest” have been purchased on behalf of the club. They will be distributed to the Port Hardy Secondary School, North Island Secondary School, and Seaview School in Port Alice.

Thank You to Markus for the great deal on the books.
Storage Unit at Warehouse Storage

We are now the proud renters of our own storage unit! If you are storing club items please contact Jacqui.

Upcoming Dives and events

For October dives, call Glen or Jackie by Wednesday 956-3525. For November dives call Andy, 956-4902.                   
October 8th (Sunday) - depart Telegraph Cove 09.30 - Jacqui, Jackie, Glen, Dave, Shawn, Leslie
October 15th (Sunday) - depart Telegraph Cove 12.10.  Small exchange - will do Stephansons or Jim's Corner - Glen, Jacqui, Jackie, Ken, Dave, Garth, Gord
October 22nd (Sunday) - depart Telegraph Cove at 09.20 - Gord, Garth, Glen, Randy, Jackie, Jacqui
October 29th (Sunday) - 2 dives very likely - depart Telegraph Cove at 08.25 - Garth, Glen, Jackie, Jacqui.   Bring a pumpkin to carve if so desired!
November 5th (Sunday) - depart Telegraph Cove at 08.25 - Randy, Garth, Gord, Glen, Jackie 
November 7th - 19.30 AGM at the Old School in Port McNeill - Room 3.   See Agenda. 
2 spots left to go to  Malei Island Resort November 24th to 26th (blow out dates December 1st to 3rd).  Contact Jackie. Those who signed up at the October meeting - Ken, Jackie, Glen, Gord,  - post-dated cheque required to secure spots. Price to be announced. Participants to provide own food/towels etc.
December 8th (Friday) - End of year dinner at the Haida Way  with wacky gift exchange.

DIVE LOG
Date:  September 4th







 

Dive: Plumper Rock  

 
Divers:  Ken & Gord; Jacqui & I.  Second shift (Glen, Andy & a couple of Steller sea lions) to do an exploratory on the Blackfish Sound side of the island at the north end of Plumper Pass.  Ursula there to share joy and spoil us. 
Captain:  Me trying to improve my skills – even got to do training exercises and retrieve a float and a refrigerator.  Yes, our second retrieved refrigerator of the summer proving the willingness of some to use the ocean as a garbage dump with no thought to the navigation hazards created let alone the pollution.  Sigh. 

The plan had been to do an exploratory within the Whitecliff Island group but the dense fog foiled that.  We “defaulted” to Plumper Rock.  Looked good on the surface but we were still treated to a fair amount of current below.  Of course, Plumper is a stunningly beautiful dive of hugely diverse topography and life.  

With Jacqui having her first go with her camera (yeah Jacqui!) we attempted to stay sheltered behind the rock at first and enjoyed the basket stars, sculpins and fields of glassy plume hydroids hung like Christmas trees with the egg coils of Eubranchus
Advancing east, we hit kelp and awakened black rockfish and quillbacks.   The rockfish surrounded us and gave us some lessons on how to deal with current (just stick your heads into it you goofy looking beings!)

We then travelled above the large crevice and pushed along the wall as far as we could – colour everywhere provided by anemones, sponges and hydroids amongst which we found so much; veiled chitons; colossal orange peel nudibranchs; white sea cucumbers; leafy hornmouths; rock scallops; Monterey dorids with their egg coils; etc. etc. 

Up into the kelp for more Zen with rockfish, our safety stop and then a reluctant return to the world above.
Thank you Jackie for your dive logs! I don’t know why they call you bad!
End of Year Dinner

Northern Lights at the Haida Way, Friday, December 8th including a gift exchange…bring a friend or two! Contact Jacqui if you plan to attend.

Jacquiengel@telus.net or 956-4943

Scuba Pro Recall

If you have a Scuba Pro MK20 first stage regulator, please check out the following web site. There is a risk of equipment failure following servicing. 

http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpub/prerel/prhtml07/07501.html
Training?

Anyone interested in an Advanced Diving Course? Let Jacqui Engel know and we can organize it with North Island Diving.
Emerald Express Update

The fair Emerald Express is due to be pulled out of the water soon, for some much needed scraping, and some minor repair work. Stay posted for your chance to work out those arm muscles!
www.econauts.org 
Remember to check out the web site, and join the dive forum! The link is on the first page, sign up now and share information with fellow divers. The web site always has the current dive and upcoming events information available.
See you all at the meeting and/or out diving! Happy Thanksgiving!
