SEPTEMBER EMERALD EXPRESSIONS 2007

Welcome Back Econauts!

It is hard to believe that September is here already, time to get back to reality for me. The summer whizzed by even faster than usual.  The fishing wasn’t great and I hardly dove, but I did get a new grandson!
 I hope everyone had a chance to relax and enjoy some of the good weather. Hopefully the Steelworkers strike will be over soon and we can all get back to ‘normal’.
 We have had very few people out diving, so hopefully now that the vis is getting better that will change! We have a great trip opportunity coming up at Malei Island, October 20/21st so contact Bad Jackie to save your spot! (More details to follow in this newsletter) econauts@telus.net or 956-3525.
If you would like to dive further a field, please feel free to research any dive trips and report back to the club at the meetings. We may even vote on subsidizing the cost of a trip. 

Please forward any Dive Logs to me for future newsletters, at jacquiengel@telus.net and remember to check out our web site www.econauts.org as Jackie H. always updates it, and the dives/current events are always posted before this newsletter gets to you! If anyone would like to take over the newsletter, it would be great to have a fresh perspective! I think I have been doing it for seven years now; it isn’t difficult as it is all done by e-mail now.

Jacqui Engel
Nominations and Annual General Meeting coming up!
Nominations for the executive are coming up at the next meeting, October 2nd (Tuesday) at the Old School.
Please forward any nominations for all positions, which include President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Dive Coordinator, and Two Directors, to me, Jacqui at 956-4943 or e- mail at jacquiengel@telus.net 
Markus will also be presenting information on the many diving certifications, including: solo diving, rebreathers, handicapped, and mixed gas diving. Please come out for this informative presentation!

The AGM takes place November 6th. It includes the presentation of the financial report, voting on the budget, elections, arranging of the financial audit (two non-executive members needed).  These meetings are important so please be there!

December 4th will be the first club meeting with the new executive! There we will start to make decisions regarding the 2008 May Long Weekend Event!

BEAR COVE CLEAN UP
 As part of the www.vanaqua.org/cleanup/home.php We have decided to clean up the beautiful Bear Cove dive site.

The date has been changed to October 27th. Families/surface support welcome and needed!  We will dive and then do lunch in Port Hardy. Contact Andy at 956-4902

MALEI  ISLAND DIVE TRIP

Thanks to Markus, we are able to schedule a weekend up at the beautiful Malei Island Resort. A maximum of 8 divers will leave Port Hardy early Saturday morning, Oct.21st returning Sunday evening Oct 22nd. We will provide our own food. Please contact Jackie for further details at econauts@telus.net. 
The Good Stuff

· September 15th (Saturday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 11.30. Andy, Jacqui, Jackie . We need one more to go!! Sign up now! Call Andy 956-4902
· September 22nd (Saturday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 13.40. Gord, Andy, Jacqui, Jackie 

· Andy is away as of this point, so please contact Jackie to confirm your dive.

· September 29th (Saturday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 13.00. Gord, Jacqui, Jackie 

· October 2nd (Tuesday) - Meeting at the Old School in Port McNeill 7.30 PM; Room 3.  See agenda. Time for nominations. 

· October 7th (Sunday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 13.45. Gord, Jacqui, Jackie 

· October 14th (Sunday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 11.25. Gord, Andy, Jacqui, Jackie 

· October 20th and 21st (Saturday and Sunday) - Dive trip staying at Malei Island Resort .  Four dives with low exchanges including the wreck of the Swanee.  Leaving Port Hardy on Saturday AM and returning Sunday late afternoon.  Contact either Jackie or Jacqui for further details.  Limited space available! 

· October 27th (Saturday) - Bear Cove underwater clean-up and dive.  Meet at 09.30 at Bear Cove, Port Hardy. Lunch afterward. 

· November 3rd (Saturday) - dive leaving Telegraph Cove at 11.00. Gord, Andy, Jacqui, Jackie 

· Annual General Meeting November 6th, Old School Port McNeill 7;30

Ocean life by Kindergartners: 

I drew a picture of an octopus. It has eight testicles. (Kelly age 6) 
Oysters’ balls are called pearls. (James age 6) 
If you are surrounded by sea you are an Island. If you don’t have sea all around you, you are incontinent. (Wayne age 7) 
I think sharks are ugly and mean, and have big teeth, just like Emily Richardson. She’s not my friend no more. (Kylie age 6) 
A Dolphin breathes through an asshole on the top of its head. (Billy age 6) 
My uncle goes out in his boat with pots, and comes back with crabs. (Millie age 6) 
When ships had sails, they used to use the trade winds to cross the ocean. Sometimes, when the wind didn’t blow, the sailors would whistle to make the wind come. My brother said they would be better off eating beans. (William age 7) 
I like mermaids. They are beautiful, and I like their shiny tails. How do mermaids get pregnant? (Helen age 7) 
Some fish are dangerous. Jelly fish can sting. Electric eels can give you a shock. They have to live in caves under the sea where I think they have to plug themselves into chargers. (Christopher age 7) 
When you go swimming in the sea, it is very cold, and it makes my willy small. (Kevin age 6) 
There are a lot of suckers in the ocean. The Mafia put them there. (Russ age 7)
Dive Log: Andy Hanke
The Dive at Frankenstein!
August 26th/07

It started out as any other summer Sunday dive. There were seven of us, Jackie, Randy, Gord, Todd, Bryce, Ursula and Andy. It was a beautiful day; the winds were calm as we skimmed across the water towards the Plumper Island group with both motors running.

Since there was a flood followed by an ebb current we were able to have two groups diving, one after the other. On the way it was decided the first group of four would dive Warbonnet. Andy and Bryce made up the second group and would do an exploratory dive just outside of Double Bay.

Since it was early we cruised among the islands before tying up to some kelp at Warbonnet to await the slack. At T minus 15 minutes people started to suit up. Finally the time had come and the divers entered the water. Jackie and Gord took their time and sampled the usual hot spots of Warbonnet. Todd and Randy on the other hand found things of interest towards the middle and further up the channel.

After about 40 minutes or so, the divers surfaced. Once aboard the boat they talked about their dive. It seems the visibility was not the best, even for summer. Also, despite the moderate exchange there seemed to be no slack. As soon as the current stopped flooding, it immediately started to ebb.

With the current ebbing it was now time for the second dive. The dive site is sheltered on the ebb current and had not been dived on before, at least no one confessed to it. As the boat motored over to the site Andy and Bryce got ready. Jackie, at the help mentioned that trying new sites was good, that experimentation brought knowledge. To which Andy replied “That’s how they made Frankenstein.”

Arriving at the site, the divers plopped into the water. After a brief pause on the surface they submerged.

Andy quickly descended to the bottom at 20 feet, established his buoyancy and looked around for Bryce. No Bryce, no anything. Visibility was terrible, it was quite like a night dive but instead of blackness you had light brownness. If you squinted you might be able to see two feet. After finding no air bubbles or light or shadow that might be Bryce, Andy returned to the surface. There he found Bryce’s air bubbles. He tried to follow them to their source but lost them on the way down, so he surfaced again! Andy found the air bubbles once more and started to follow them down when he encountered Bryce who was coming up. At the surface the dive buddies decided to try once more, hoping that the bad visibility was only a surface phenomenon. It was not. The bottom leveled out at 43 feet and the vis was as bad as ever.
The divers abandoned the dive and surfaced. The boat carried them over to NE Pearse. Both divers still had 2000 PSI in their tanks and so opted to do a relatively shallow dive with a max at about 45 feet.

The difference between the two sites was like night and day. At NE Pearse the vis was about 15 feet and the divers thought it was great. NE Pearse is a fantastic dive site. Most divers decent to the bottom about 75 feet and cruise there until forced up by a dwindling air supply. But there is life all down the wall. At 45 feet there are forests of white plumose anemones interspaced by open areas of corals and other life. Finally, the divers did their safety stop in among the kelp where visibility was reduced to about 10 feet. The dive lasted 30 minutes.

The people on the boat enjoyed the nice weather and sunshine while the divers were down. Once the divers surfaced they had to swim out from the kelp before they could be picked up by the boat.

With everyone safely back on board the boat sped off to Telegraph Cove. By the time everyone had loaded their gear into their cars it was late in the afternoon. So with waves and shouts of “see you next time” we all headed home to rinse our dive equipment and have dinner.

News

Diesel spill in the Michael Bigg Robson Bight Ecological Reserve (August 20th, 2007):
- Save Robson Bight webpage with latest news bulletins
- Living Oceans for video, clippings and fundraising efforts. 
- Updates from OrcaLab.  Includes sound sample they captured of equipment hitting the ocean bottom. 
- Images of the barge and spill
