EMERALD EXPRESSIONS

FEBRUARY 2007

Welcome to new members Christie McMillan and Gary Nolan, we are off to a great start to 2007 with a number of new divers.

MEMBERSHIP DUES AND AIR BILLS
Please take care of your bill ASAP. Cheques can be mailed to box 48, Port McNeill, BC. Contact Garth Jickling, our treasurer, if you have any questions about your bill.

 Check out the membership fees etc. on the web page. www.econauts.org 

Up-to-date dive information is also available under current events/dives.

Remember to include your 2007 liability waiver too!

SEAFOOD DINNER AT THE SCOUT HALL
March 17th, Saturday evening, 6;00 pm/dinner @ 7:00pm
The annual Seafood dinner is once again almost here!
 Friends and family are invited to join us in a wonderful seafood themed pot-luck dinner. A $10.00 per person cover charge is to cover the cost of the hall/soft drinks/etc.

Beer and Wine will be available for purchase (please forward your beverage preference to Jacqui Engel)

Come out for a fun evening of games and entertainment!

If anyone would like to participate/entertain/ or help set up on Friday evening please contact me at jacquiengel@telus.net or 956-4943.

RSVP by March 1st 2007

Once again we are planning a Grand Raffle for the MLW Dive event at Telegraph Cove. Any help with sponsorship of prizes would be appreciated (e.g. gathering local prizes from our generous sponsors) See Jackie H. if you can help her out.

Tickets will be available to all members of participating clubs.
SAFETY TIPS:
· During the winter months the water can be much rougher with the wind, and currents. Roll off the boat immediately when the Captain indicates.  If you are not able to respond immediately, wait till the Captain indicates that you can go.  This way you will not roll on top of another diver.  
· Always do a buddy check! Plan your dive and dive your plan!

Anyone interested in contributing to rockfish abundance surveys see http://www.vanaqua.org/conservation/rockfish-survey/.  Unlike lingcod egg mass surveys, you can do them year round!  Data sheets and instructions are available on the site. 
Ling Cod Egg Mass Survey http://www.vanaqua.org:80/lingcodsurvey/ 
Yeah!  It’s that time of year again when we help the Vancouver Marine Sciences Centre with the annual ling cod egg mass survey.  Ah the great joy of seeing the large males guarding healthy egg masses that are off the scale compared to the survey results further south.  The data from our area allows for a judgment to be made about the health of ling cod in other areas.  From the 2006 report:
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Have a look at the 2006 results on the next page to get a sense of how significant a difference there is. 
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YEAR END DINNER IN PORT ALICE A HUGE SUCCESS!
A huge ‘Thank you’ to super hosts Sean and LeeAnn! We all enjoyed a fabulous dinner in Port Alice on Saturday, January 20th. Crab, prawns, numerous Greek salads, and more! A second table had to be set up to accommodate us all, and Ursula didn’t disappoint with her German chocolate creation. 
It was great to see Ross here from Nanaimo, Bryce from Holberg, Markus and Cecelia from Port Hardy, and Chris, Diane, Ken, Andy, Ursula, Glen, Gord, Jackie and Jacqui from Port McNeill.

Further thanks to:

· Andy and Gord for retrieving the bones for the Whale Interpretive Centre

· Glen, Gord and Jackie for being the safety divers for the annual Port Hardy New Year’s Jump 

· Garth for helping at the pool 
· Everyone who has been helping scrape barnacles off the hull of the Emerald Express. 
Upcoming Events: 
CALL ANDY TO BOOK YOUR SPOT ON A DIVE AT 956-4902
· February 17th (Saturday) Dive departure from the Seagate Dock in Port Hardy at 11.00 for the Ling Cod Egg Mass Survey at Five Fathom Rock.  

· February 18th (Sunday) If blown out on Saturday - dive departure from the Seagate Dock in Port Hardy at 11.00 for the Ling Cod Egg Mass Survey at Five Fathom Rock.  

· February 25th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 15.10 
· March 4th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 08.55
· March 6th (Tuesday) - Meeting at the Old School in Port McNeill 7.30 PM; Room 3.  See agenda. 

· March 11th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 15.10
· March 17th (Saturday evening) - Annual Seafood Dinner at 18.00 at the Guide / Scout Hall in Port McNeill

· March 18th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 13.25
· March 25th (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 13.30
· April 1st (Sunday) Dive departure from Telegraph Cove at 08.50 – DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ON THE SATURDAY NIGHT
· May 18th to 21st - May Long Weekend Dive Extravaganza
DIVE LOG Marg’s Wall, January28th 2007
Divers:  Gord/Andy/Jackie/Garth/ Sean/LeeAnn/muffins/me (Jacqui)
Brrrrrrr….I had forgotten how cold it can be traveling out to a dive this time of the year! My last dive day was in Maui, where a towel around your shoulders was enough protection from the wind. It was amazing to hear the humpback singing on my second dive there, and to enjoy the beautiful, brightly colored fish, and amazing turtles. There is however, something pretty spectacular about our own island! I did miss having my gear already set up on the boat though, and wrestling back into my drysuit felt like a workout in itself…don’t even mention the difference in weight! (on my belt too)…but, much like Dorothy, I really believe “ there is no place like home”. 

Glen kindly drove the Emerald Express again for us, and it was wonderful to have Sean and LeeAnn back out diving (looking good in new gear!) We quickly decided on Marg’s Wall, which is really one of my favorite dives. Garth, Jack and I dropped down, immediately spotting a colorfully camouflaged Puget Sound king crab. The walls greeted us with a profusion of color: pink anemones, basket stars, barnacles, hydrocorals, huge orange peel nudibranchs, all the sculpins, urchins, and more.
The kelp is looking pretty bedraggled at this time of year, but when the current picked right up, we all found one sturdy strand to complete our safety stop on. We then headed back to the little bay where Andy and Gord jumped in to retrieve the elephant seal bones for the Whale Interpretive Centre at the Cove. With a container of stinky bones tied to the side, we ate muffins and drank hot cider home.
Next meeting March 6th 2007 Old School, Port McNeill.
Key:


E-masses = egg masses


CPUE is an abundance indicator = egg masses per hour. 


W, C, G indicate the size of the egg mass.  Either watermelon, cantaloupe or grapefruit sized. 


Bigger is better!





Our data from Haddington and Five Fathom:  An abundance of 17.6 egg masses per hour! Much healthier stock 








