
Position Statement on “Child Well Being Initiative” 

Women of the United Church of Canada 

Alberta Northwest Conference. 

Rationale:  One in Five Albertan children live in poverty. 

Needed changes for Alberta children are ecomically and structurally possible.  Chil-

dren do not choose either their parents of their circumstances but the quality of their 

lives is an accurate reflection of the choices that their government and Albertans 

make for our society as a whole. 

Position Statement:   Is premised on the question: What if Alberta government 

policies were measured by the well being of Alberta children? 

Core Statement of Changes Required:   

Schools, hospitals and all community services funded and operated in the best 

interests of those they serve, not as remotely controlled institutions that in-

creasingly and designed as places for capital profit. 

Publically funded and operated education centres from day care through high 

schools that honour individual children equally.  These education provisions 

have wide community benefits. 

Parents and caregivers valued by society.  They could then model social respect 

for others and the children in their carte. 

A living wage minimum level to make possible: good homes, good nutrition and 

the elimination of the present discriminatory school fees, food banks and the 

in-from-the-cold charity shelters. 

Commitment Challenge: 

As women of the United Church of Canada, we commit to do all that we can to eliminate 

child poverty in Alberta. 

We will use our voices, our money and our ballots to measure governing decisions and 

those who make them. 



We will persist and work with those who place child well being ahead of economic 

growth and the interests of commerce. 

Change for Alberta children is our goal. 

Will you join us in our commitment to do all that citizens can to 

eliminate child poverty in Alberta? 

All Children Have A Right To... 

 

Love and Security  

Healthy Food to Eat  

A Decent Place to Live  

Adequate Medical Care  

Be Protected From Abuse  

A Good Education  

 

Our Rights Equal Our Future. 

 

Background of the Child Well Being Initiative: 

On November 24, 1989 all party resolution in the House of Commons 

unanimously resolved to eliminate child poverty by the year 2000. 

Ironically, poverty rates nearly 20 years later remain about the same. 

Campaign 2000, a non-partisan coalition of 120 agencies and organiza-

tions, is committed to securing the implementation of the 1989 House 

of Commons resolution. 



It takes a nation raise a Generation: is the campaign 2000 report calling 

all levels of government to develop real poverty reduction goals and 

comprehensive poverty reduction strategies. 

Summoned to stewardship is campaign 2000ôs policy paper. 

There is a need to raise the collective conscious of the public and our 

decision makers about poverty in this province. 

At the 39th General Council Meeting of United Church of Canada in 

2006, a resolution from Alberta Northwest Conference UCW called 

ñLet's Make Child Poverty Historyò was passed. 

 

Some Facts & Stats                                                                            

Poverty does exist among us and eventually it will 

touch us all. 

In the 2006 Campaign 2000 report card on poverty, Alberta with its 

projected 4.3 billion dollar budget surplus was singled out for harsh 

condemnation. 

Albertaôs families living in poverty may experience; 

More low birth weight babies. 

More sexually transmitted disease. 

Higher rate of family violence. 

Alberta children living in poverty may experience; 

Lost learning potential. 

Poor nutrition. 

Poor health and health care. 

Emotional stress. 



In 2007 there were 64,000 Alberta children living in poverty below 

LICO (Low Income Cut Off) after tax. 

Nearly ½ of these 64,000 Albertan children live in families headed by 

a single, female parent. 

About ½ of these 64,000 Albertan children come from recent immigra-

tion families. 

4 out of every 10 of these 64,000 Albertans are 

First Nations children living off reserves. 

 

Consider This: A Living Wage for Al-

berta’s Working Poor... 

Living wage is the level of pay that is sufficient to 

all workers to support their families and main-

tain a safe, healthy standard of living in their 

communities. 

49% of the 64,000 Alberta Children living in families below the LICO 

have at least one parent working fulltime all year. 

343000 or 29% of all employed Albertans earn less than $12 / hour, a 

wage level insufficient to cover the cost of living in this province. 

An average low income, two parent family needs $11,000.00 more per 

year to come up to the LICO poverty line. 

A single female parent needs $9200 more income per year. 

Increasing the CCTB (Canada Child Tax Benefit) to $5100 per child 

would help lift some of Albertaôs children pot of poverty. 

Albertaôs social assistance aid adjusted for inflation, has declined over 

the last ten years. 

 



Safe Affordable Long Term Housing 

When housing is affordable, income can be stretched far enough to pur-

chase food, clothing, school supplies and transportation. 

Our cost of housing should not exceed 30% of income. 

Since 1998, rental costs in the province have es-

calated by 37% in some cases while the va-

cancy rate as shrunk to less than 1% 

Affordable, Accessible, High Quality, 

Publically Funded Child Care 

 

Of the leading OECD (Organization for Economic Corporation and De-

velopment) countries, Canada spends the least per capita on early 

learning and childhood care programs. 

In 2006, the Albertan Government was called to account about 25.9 mil-

lion dollars in federal funding earmarked for child care showing up in 

general revenue. 

In the 2007-08 budget years, $13 million of the $134 million child care 

allotment was not spent. 

In 2006, there were only enough child care spaces for 17.2% of Albertaôs 

children.  That is, 1 out of every 6 children ages 0- 12 years. 

2/3s of Albertaôs women with children under the age of six are in the 

work force.  But only 9.2% of their children are in licensed day care 

facilities. 

Child Well Being Initiative Action Plan 

To gather information about children living in poverty in our communities. 

 

To share material gathered and to dialogue with our MPs. 



 

To circulate the child well being petition for public signatures. 

 

To present the petition to the legislature during the Spring sitting and hold a rally on 

the steps of Legislative Building in Edmonton. 

 

Gathering Data 

 

We gathered anecdotal material from professionals, volunteers and agencies work-

ing with children who are living in impoverished conditions in Alberta. 

Maintaining oneôs dignity, self respect and sense of self worth is important to a per-

sonôs well being. 

Poverty is tiring, unhealthy, and a battle or contest we just hope not to lose too badly. 

 

Dialoguing With MLAs 

Several MLAs suggested: 

Sending personal, handwritten letters about the child poverty issues to officials 

responsible. 

Sending copies of the letters to opposition MLAs in order to keep the poverty 

issues alive. 

Mr. Frank Oberle       MLA for Peace River  

132 Legislature Building   10800 97 Avenue    Edmonton, AB  Cda    T5K 

2B6  

Phone: (780) 427 -1879    Fax: (780) 415 -0968  

Circulating the Petition...1500 Albertans from 63 Alberta 

Communities signed the petition. 



Resolution Statement:  we request that this assembly use the present conditions of the 

lives of Albertaôs children as the lens to view and revise its policies to eliminate child 

poverty and its many ramifications in Alberta. (goes into music and pictures) 

Writing Letters to politicians. 

All 83 newly elected MLAs were sent a  letter about the Child Well Being Initiative.  The 

organizing committee has received 11 responses.  

Writing A Letter to a Politician 101 

Be original 

Be legible and brief 

Be polite but firm 

Be specific and orginized 

State key points 

Indicate action you want 

Askr for an answer 

Ask for what views and what action the politician will take. 

End with strong statement that cannot be rejected outright 

Note that handwritten letters expressing your personal point of view carry a 100 

times the weight of a form letter and 10 times the weight of a phone call. 

 

Send letters to : 

Frank Oberle, Hon.  MLA Peace River. 

Ed Stelmach, Hon. Premier    

Janis Tarchuk, Hon.  Min of Child and Youth Services 

Copy to: 

Bridget A Pastoor, MLA Opposition 



Brian Mason, MLA Opposition 

United Church Women 

As women of the United Church of Canada we will use our voices, our money and 

our ballots to measure government decisions and those who make them.   

We will persist and work with those who place child well being ahead of economic 

growth and the interests of commerce. 

Journey with us in making a difference in the lives of 64,000 impoverished Albertan 

Children.  

 


