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. KELOWNA CONFERENCE &
" THE BIGGEST
ATTENDANCE EVER!

This conference made history as the best attended CHHA conference ever, with over 300
registered delegates.

Following welcomes from local dignitaries, Lieutenant-Governor Iona Campagnolo
brought gracious greetings and endeared herself to many by the length of time she spent
with the assembled delegates. She toured the room with her equerry and hosts in
attendance, and shook hands with many of the assembled delegates.

As Marlene Witzke said, “She was very gracious. I thought she was leaving, but no, she
took more time to get down to talk and shake hands with wee ones, and meet parents, workers

at the conference, and many more.”

After the opening ceremonies on Thursday evening, there was the usual round of chatter
and those special CHHA hugs as the many who see one another only at these yearly events
renewed contact and caught up on what hed happened during the intervening year.

Unique to a national CHHA conference, but usual in B.C. Chapter conferences, was the
strong attendance by the Parents Branch of CHHA-BC, which had organized baby-sitters for
the youngest, and special events for youth. As well, thanks to the national Youth Leadership
Project (which got its start in B.C.) there was a large contingent of voung adults on hand, who
had their own special events, and participated in the mainstream plenaries and workshops.

lena Campagnela,
Lievtenant-Governor of B.C.

Prote: Hugh Herheringran

_Thc Town Hall meeting and CHHA AGM were well attended, For the first time, the young adults were particularly
active participants in both of these events. Many adults later remarked on their pleasure in having full participation by these

Younger people.
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A Personal Perspective

I did not stay at the Grand Hotel, the
main conference hotel, so I had the
pleasure of walking near the
waterfront, past the rose garden and the
pleasure boats, between the Grand and
the Prestige Inn, which always gave me
a few quiet moments to contemplate
each day's events.

We who are hard of hearing need
our quiet moments to rest from the
strain of interpreting sound, body
language, and the printed word,
especially while simultaneously
listening and watching a speaker. My

little walk between hotels provided me
with a few moments of tranquillity and
the diversion of watching holidayvers
enjoving themselves.

Every CHHA conference has been a
learning experience, and at every
conference it has been a privilege and
an inspiration to meet the lively,
intelligent. and dedicated people who
participate, either as organizers,
presenters or attendees,

If ever yvou need to be reassured that
there is LIFE AFTER HEARING LOSS, go
to a CHHA conference.

Helga Enns
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MEXT COFY DEADLINE:
October 28, 2005

Membership in CHHA includes:
» THE LOGP

(Provincial publication)
« LISTENVECOUTE

{Mational publication)
CHHA Membership fee: 525 poa.

512 per annum from non-members
and owi-of-province recipiens of THE
LOP would be welcome. All donations
towards publizhing costs are greathy
appreciated. A tax receipt will be issued
for donations 510 and over.

Donations, Memeorials,
Bequests to the
HARD OF HEARING/
LATE DEAFENED FUND
an arm of CHHA-BC

to assist CHHA in lts activities
in this province

Pleaze send to the
Vancouver Foundation, Suite
1200, 535 Hastings Street, Box
12132, Harbour Cantre,
Vancouver, BC, WEB 4NE.

The Vancouver Foundation
will issua racaipts for all gifts.

Interest from capital is used in
perpetuity for CHHA-BC Chapter.,
The capital remains intact,

From the President. ..

Greetings to all, and my best wishes to those who
are dealing with health problems of their own, or of
someons in their family.

B
Laurie K, Renwick
Some updates:

Our Office Managers at the Resource Centre, Marlene Witzke and Stephanie
Bryant, are doing an excellent job of “keeping the home fires burning”.

CHHA-BC's website has been updated thanks to Stephanie and Tim
Notting. The final produet (so far — Stephanie has great plans for updating with
links, articles, etc.) is excellent. [ urge evervone to visit and reaffirm what
CHHA is all about. The address is www. fraservallevdir, com/chha.

Thanks to everyone who sent in feedback. We still intend to hold an
executive long-term planning session, but have postponed it until after this year
is completed and the National Conference is held — to give the new executive
{(mostly me) a better feel, not only for CHHA in general, but for our financial
health.

[ now have a reply to my second round of correspondence with the
Government regarding MSP coverage for audiologist services and hearing aids
and got the brush off once again.

Very clearly the government of the day does not recognise the fact that -
significant percentage of the voting public are hard of hearing! I think now
the time for evervone to get invelved by contacting their own MLAs. A form
letter that Doris Low-Renwick has prepared has been sent out to the branches
within the last few weeks, Please help!

My home branch, Kamloops, had its AGM February 19. The turnout was a
litle disappointing, but we aren’t giving up! We had a monthly meeting April
15, plus we hosted a speech reading session in May. Thanks to donations from
four of the local Rotary Clubs, we have been able to purchase an infra red
sound system for use in the commumnity,

We still face the same problem as many others — very few people are able
and willing to actively serve on the executive, but are more than happy to
volunteer on a one-off basis. I am still struggling with that issue on a provincial
level and am looking for a solution. Anyone who has ideas please feel free to
email me directly at lrenwick@shaw.ca.

I had the opportunity to visit with the Kelowna Branch on April 16, and was
very impressed with the turnout and the business-like way the meeting was
conducted. Congratulations to Eugene and gang,

The National Conference was considered by evervone to be a success.

It was my first, so | looked forward to the entire program, although of course
ibecause many were held at the same time) could only attend a few sessions.
The information presented was very informative, and [ certainly learned a lot.

From an overall perspective, 1 think the most heartening thing I saw was the
involvement of the next generation, not just the “youth™ group but the young
adults, i

They are the future of CHHA! .
See MAGGIE HONOURED, p.3
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MAGGIE HONOURED

For those who haven't
wready  heard, our own
Maggie Dodd was awarded
the first Community
Development and Community
Relations Mational Award for
her work with the Managing
Hearing Loss program.

In 2004 an anonymous
donor approached the CHHA
Mational Office with the
creation of a new award. This
award is to be presented to a
Chapter, a Branch, a member,
an individual, or an
Association that has worked
diligently in the past to further
the mandate of the Canadian
Hard of Hearing Association.

This is a unique award as it
is not mandatory that the
recipient be hard of hearing,
or even a member of
CHHA. The recipient can be

external Association, or
Group that has endeavoured to
promote commumity
pccessibility for persons with
hearing loss.

The uwnusual criterion of
this award is that the selection
committee be separate from
the annual award selection
committee. This selection
committee is to consist of the
Mational President, the
Mational Executive Director,
and the National Nominations
Chairperson of CHHA.

It is a special award that
first came out last vear. Itis a
chance to honour someone at
the commumity level.

Congratulations, Maggie!

Hope everyone has a great
surmmer!

Lavrie F., Tenwick

President, CHHA-BC

DEAFNESS AND HEARING
Presenter: Dr. Mark Ross

Dr. Mark Ross is Professor Emmerirus of Audiology, University of Conmecticut, and
has served as Vice President of the SHHH Board of Trustees. He is now retired from
the university and writes a regular column, “Developments in  Research and
Technology ", for Hearing Loss — The Journal of Self Help for Hard of Hearing People.
He has published and lectured extensively on ropics dealing with heaving loss.

The first plenary speaker, Dr. Mark Ross spoke
about the amazing advances in technology since he
received his first hearing aid some 50 years ago, but
stressed that the best technology can never give the
complete answer to hearing loss and communication
needs.

Dr. Ross began by relating a personal experience
which made him realize how significant the difference
is between being deaf and hard of hearing. He told how
for a time he was unable to wear his hearing aids, due to
; an infection in his ear canal, and how happy he was

e i el when he could again hear his own footsteps,
e He defined the difference between these two
groups of our common community of hearing impaired pecple in the following way.

The audiclogically/functionally deaf communicate primarily through visual means,
signing, or speech reading, and primarily with other deaf people. Socially and
culturally they identify with the deaf community. Hard of hearing people depend
primarily upon auditory and verbal means of communication and do not have a separate
language or culmure. They are dependent on auditory accessibility.

He touched on the dilemma facing the deaf community because cochlear implants
have given them an option, The downside of this is that eventually the deaf community
will have fewer members.

Dr Ross reminded his audience that these two groups have interests in commeon, and
there are individuals who do not fit neatly into one group or the other,

Dr Ross stated that a damaged cochlea sets limits to how much help you can get
from hearing aids. He talked about the importance of having comprehensive
assessments and suggested group counseling, including significant others, for
individuals when thev get their hearing aids.

He talked about the importance of genting binaural aids (both ears) to avoid getting
sensory deprivation in the unaided ear, and he commented with regret on the lack of
independent research to evaluate the effectiveness of hearing aids.

Dr Ross referred his audience to two websites: www. hearingresearch.org and www,
pa-shhh.org. These siies are a treasure trove of information.

Helga Enns.

50/50 Draws

| Two draws were conducted at the Conference. The winners were:
I Draw  Pam Razzano, Squamish, BC 3270
| 2" Draw  Susanne Martin, Edmonton, AB 8142
i Eoth the winnars were excited and happy at the unexpected windfall;
in fact, we all had a good time at the Kelowna
Conferencs.

Floyd Belsham |
50V30 Specialist

—t

Floyd Belsham
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