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Malrosa Randell &t the plano in her Lacombe home: teaching students to find thedr own volce

Respect your
pipes, says
voice coach

By LIFE shufl
I vou're under Melrose Randell's tutelage,

best not to utter a sharp curse in her
DPrRERIDE,

Mot that the former man k= sensitive to harsh langisags
Rathn: she’s coneerned aboud the jarring impack sich
pxcinmations can b on delbeabe vosal eords.

A pratesslonal voloe tencher, Randell has been help
s peopie develop thele singlng wotees for 25 woanrs,
That includes teaching them the dog and den'te of woice
A,

*pe of my responsibilities k= to profect my students"
wnpoes Y ahi prpdains. Yoo can permatenily e the
b solee

The Lawesan e mesklent disanades her papils from chaser:
beading, or smging cutddeors. incold weadhes Even coagh-
ing md Gie siain of wekphiliiing are disconmgnl

For the averape showersinger, sech restricUons tn ight
Befn excesdive, But few have Randell's knawlbedge of — or
respoct for — thr boman vodoe:

“When vou sty voiee, you study 3 musical Insteu.
sk, S ssvs That Inatrvmet s youlr own Tody ™

FEandaoll foaches her students proper Breathing. lTIQ!IJI:I.-
ing atanse and body alfznmant, as wall us b to artioalale
soumds using their fcial miscles, totfae, palabe and testh

“Hundreds and hundreds" of students hanbe rabsaed (heit
wiices dmder fuse guldance. i addition to efforing privide
vodce bessons; shie bed choirs af Camille 3 Cevouge and
Modre Diae ligh schonts until ber vetirement from teich:
ing im 1567, She also taaght voloeal Bed Deer Collage from
1509 nntdl earlier this enrn

Plense see VOICE, on Pape A3




Voice:-We’'re aiming for a
clean, clear sound, teacher says

Continued from Page A1

Born and raised in Jamaica, Ran-
dell served as a nun for 12 years before
leaving her convent to earn bachelor's
and master's degrees in English at the
Catholic University of America in
Wash., D.C.

After returning to Jamaiea, Randell
met her husband Bev — a worker with
the Canadian International Develop-
ment Agency. She moved to Canada in
1969, biat went back toJamaica with
Bev in 1971.

“That was when my music thing
took off." remembers Randell.

She enrolled in the Jamaica School
of Music and eventually earned a
diploma from the Licentiate of the
Roval Schools of Music, with a special-
ty in teaching voice.

T just had it as my hobby,” she says
of her musical training.

In 1976 Raridell m-::ved back to Al-
berta with Bev, and soon after joined
the staff at Camille.

Despite being an English teacher,
she took it upon herself to start a choir
at the high school and continued to
guide it over the years,

Retirement from the academic
world has allowed Randell to devote
maore time to vocal instruction.

Her students range from raw begin-
ners to graduates of university music
programs and even professional
singers. With all, the frst priority isto
teach them proper form.

“What we're aiming for is a clean,
clear sound,” she says, adding tone,
texture and dynamics then follow.

Some students arrive able fo mimic

the likes of Whitney Houston or
Christina Aguilera. But Randell urges
them to develop their own “unique
voiee,” which she likens to finger-
prints. Her ultimate reward, she says,
is to hear them develop that voice.

“It gives me goosebumps.”

Sometimes she’ll urge a particular-
ly gifted student to move on: perhaps
to study voice at university or train
under a vocal coach in a larger centre.
Many she'll help prepare for examina-
tions through The Royal Conservatory
of Music, not only helping them devel-
op their voices but teaching them how
to walk on and off a stage, bow and
gven dress.

You don’t have tobe a virtuoso to
enjoy singing, insists Randell.

“Anvone who can talk can sing. It's
a wumicrful thing for people to pur-
sue.”

One limitation on the studenis Ran-
dell will accept is age. -

“A singer's body is not sifficiently
ready for the kind of training I give
until 15 or 14 years,” she says.

in addition to English, Randell
speaks French, Spanish, [talian and
German, and reads Latin.

“As a singer vou must, must, sing
in other languages,” she explains.

She also belongs to the National As-
soclation of Teachers of Singing, the
Voice Care Tnstitute and the Canadian
Voice Care Foundation, and is presi-
dent of the Alberta Music Education
Foundation and past-president of the
Red Deer branch of the Registered Mu-
sic Teachers Association,

“You have to stay fresh as a
teacher youlcan't gostale.”



