Learning a Folktale
There is no right way to either learn or tell a story.  Try some or all of the following:

· Read it several times, preferably in different versions

· Learn the plot first – what’s your learning style?

· Visualize it – movie making

· Walk through it as a character

· List major events

· Sketch it

· Map it

· Tell people about the story

· Learn sensory details instead of specific words

· Concentrate on the emotions of the story

· Run it through in your head a few times

· Learn a specific beginning and a specific ending

· Commit to memory any special phrases

· Start telling out it loud

· Start as you mean to go on - tell with confidence even if you aren’t confident

· Practice with someone who can give you feedback and ask specific questions

· Don’t practice to the point that you become inflexible

Telling the story

· Don’t wait for perfection, just start telling it

· Don’t apologize or make any excuses 

· Tell confidently
· Use emotional expression
· Be enthusiastic 

· Put some energy into it 

· Pay attention to audience reactions and note what you need to change

· When you make a mistake, don’t announce it or apologize, if you’re calm and keep going the audience will assume that the way you told it was the way you meant to tell it
· If you forget something important, add a backtracker
· “I probably should have mentioned…”

· “Did you know…”

· “It just so happens that before that…”

· “Oh, and did I mention…”
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