Stories and Suggestions

Alberta Elementary Science

The Process

1. Tell the story.  

2. Ask “Is there anything else you want to know about the story?”  List their questions.

3. Suggest that the class organize the list by grouping questions that are similar.  Ask “Do you see any questions that are about the same things?  What categories do you notice?”

4. Ask which category they think is the most important.

5. Within that category, identify which question is the most important.

6. Solicit possible answers to the question.
7. Ask, “How could we check to see if our answers are correct?”

8. Determine which of the experiments is the most promising.

9. You can decide whether or not to pursue it further.

You’ve lead the class through most of the processes of scientific method:

· define a problem for investigation

· ask questions about the problem

· discuss possible answers

· consider experiments to test the hypotheses

· decide which hypotheses and experiments seem most promising

Grade 1, Senses 

“The Gingerbread Man”

You can enhance the experience of the senses with the way you tell the tale.  When the gingerbread is baking, put a pinch of cinnamon on your students’ hands to sniff.  Talk about how the gingerbread man looks – ask what they want to decorate him with.  When the gingerbread man runs away say, “he ran and he ran, he ran until he heard oink, oink (bark, bark, moo, moo)” and have your students identify the animal.  When the gingerbread man climbs onto the fox, tell them how the fur feels.  When fox gobbles the gingerbread man up, talk about how he tastes.  
Grade 2, Small Crawling and Flying Creatures

 “Why Bat Flies at Night”

The story of why bat flies only at night outlines some of the differences between flying creatures and crawling creatures.  It will lead to questions about characteristics and classification.  Some of the versions involve a war between the flying creatures and the 4 legged creatures, First Nations stories involve a ball game.

Sources:

· in The Bear, the Bat and the Dove: Three Stories from Aesop by Rob Cleveland

· Story Cove offers an online animated telling of Cleveland’s version story, use it for your own preparation to tell the story, or let your students watch.

http://www.storycove.com/aesops_theatre/why_bat_flies_at_night 

· in How and Why Stories: World Tales Kids Can Read and Tell by Martha Hamilton and Mitch Weiss (comes with tips for telling)

· in The Oxford Book of Animal Stories by Dennis Pepper

· in Keepers of the Night by Michael Caduto

· in Tell It Again: Easy-to-Tell Stories with Activities for Young Children by Shirley Raines and Rebecca Isbell

· There’s a CD entitled “Stellaluna and other Bat Stories” which features a version of the tale if you’re not up for telling it yourself.

· The Great Ball Game, picture book by Joseph Bruchac

Grade 3, Testing Materials and Designs and/or Building with a Variety of Materials

“The Three Little Pigs” is perfect for comparing materials and designs.  Your students will come up with lots of questions.

Grade 4, Waste and Our World 
“Why the Sky is Far Away”
Once sky was close enough to touch, and sky tasted wonderful.  Unfortunately people broke off huge pieces of sky even though they only needed to eat a little.  Despite sky’s warnings, people continued to waste sky and leave pieces lying around, so sky withdrew too high for people to eat.  Although it’s not focused in reality, it’s a great entry into a discussion of what else we are wasting and what the consequences for future generations might be.

Sources:

· Why the Sky is Far Away: A Folktale From Nigeria by Mary Joan Gerson

· in Earth Tales by Margaret Read MacDonald

· at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~lebofsky/sky.htm 

· a more detailed version with a frame story appears here as part of a test http://www.pearsonlongman.com/ae/marketing/sfesl/tests/grade6.html#reading1 

aka “Why Men Have to Work”

· in Black Folktales by Julius Lester
Grade 5, Weather Watch, Wetland Ecosystems

All Things Are Linked

A leader in annoyed by the croaking of frogs and orders their extermination.  Only one advisor speaks up, saying, “All things are linked.”  Soon mosquitoes drive the people from their homeland.

· in Eleven Nature Tales by Pleasant DeSpain

· in The Crest and the Hide by Harold Courlander
Grade 6, Trees and Forests 
“Why Some Trees are Ever Green”

There are at least 2 different stories explaining this.  One is about trees rescuing a bird with a broken wing during winter.  The other is a First Nations tale about special privileges being given to those who can stay awake 7 days and nights.  

The first is available through the following sources:

· in The Book of Nature Myths for Children by Florence Holbrook

· in Good Stories for Great Holidays by Frances Jenkins Olcott 

· the story can also be found on the internet on many sites, search “Why Evergreens Never Lose Their Leaves”

The second version is part of a larger Cherokee creation myth, but you can just tell the part about the 7 day challenge.  Play up each day – who gets tired and falls asleep, how do they keep awake, etc..  Sources:

· http://www.firstpeople.us:80/FP-Html-Legends/Earth-Making-Cherokee.html
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