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FORWARD

The Underwater Council of British Columbia (UCBC) is committed to reviewing and
monitoring safe diving practices, in particular through education and publication.

While recreational scuba diving has taken place in British Columbia for approximately 50 years,
the review of diving fatalities in the province is in its infancy. The UCBC’s 1996 Report was the
first comprehensive study of those fatalities since the mid-1970s. Much more needs to be done to
understand how, when and why these tragedies have occurred. This continued study goes a long
way to answering those questions. Hopefully, it will prevent similar tragedies in the future.

As with the UCBC’s first report (1985-1995), the UCBC and the dive industry and community
owe a strong debt of gratitude to the tireless and professional work done by Dr. Victor Stepan,
Norris Colby, Linda Stevens and Dr. Michael Lepawsky. Their efforts would be in vain without
the generous support and direction from the staff and management of the Office of the Chief
Coroner of British Columbia.

No conclusions have been drawn from the information contained in this report. A cause and
effect relationship for scuba diving accidents is complex. We may never know what happened
with some tragedies.

Historical statistical data for the years prior to 1985 was gathered and analyzed by Dr. Michael
Lepawsky, head of the Vancouver Hospital’s Hyperbaric Unit. His analysis helps fill in gaps of
the years before record keeping for the fatalities was focused on the Office of the Chief Coroner.

The first report has become a standard reference for scuba instructors, educators and avid divers.
The second report will now take on that role.

Thomas .\.B/easley
\_Président

Underwater Council of British Columbia
July 19, 2001
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DEFINITIONS
AGE - Arterial Gas Embolism
BC - Buoyancy Compensator

Commercial Diver - A person who is being paid to do an underwater diving task where the focus
of attention is the paid task.

CPR - Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation

DAN - Divers Alert Network

DCIEM - Defence and Civil Institute of Environmental Medicine
DCS - Decompression Sickness

DOA - Dead on Arrival

DFO - Department of Fisheries and Oceans

LP Hose - Low Pressure Hose

POS - Pulmonary overpressure syndrome

Recreational Diver - A person who is diving for pleasure with no monetary gain involved. The
focus of attention is the diving as the main task.

ROV - Remote Operated Vehicle

Scuba - Self Contained Underwater Breathing Apparatus

Technical Dive - A dive involving one or more of the following conditions: Diving deeper than
130 feet; using a breathing mixture other than compressed air; overhead diving (diving into

shipwrecks or caves); or going into decompression.!

WCB - Workers' Compensation Board

IDAN, "1994 Report on Diving Accidents & Fatalities" (1996) pg. 63
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