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Using his lathe, Colin Delory tashions ball and cup toys from wood,
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Wood toys lovingly

They don't look much like elves
but some woodworkers sure
help make Santa’s job easier.

by Heather Colpitts
heolpitsd@lingleyadvance com

t's only sawdust but it might as well be {airy
dust for the magic it brings to the lives of

hundreds of B.C, children’each
year

Members of the B.C. Toy Makers
society end up with lots of sawdust
as they create hundreeds of toys that
are donated to varions charities.

Most members live in the Lower
Malnland and about hall a dozen In
the Lampley/Cloverdale areq

On Dec. 9 some took wooden
doll cradles, wooden mirmors,
en cars and wooden animals down
to the Langley Christimas Bureay

The society exists for one reason
and one reason alone
tandmade wooden toys for chil
dren

Colin Delory, a wood artint, has
made about 50 toys this year that
will e added 10 the ones made by
other socity members. In all, the

wood

o create

socioty members will contribute about 700 1oys 1o
various charitles, In the past the society, created in
2004, has given toys 10 Surrey Memotial and Langley

Memonal Hospial,

shops,” he said.

crafted

"We donate our time and do it In our own work

Most of the members just enjoy working with
wood and will secretly admit that it's nice 1o have

the ftems go 1o new bomes because I frees up space
in thelr workshops (1o lronically, make more toys)
They work on dotated wood and materials to

At about six-feet tall, fnends Colin Defory and
Bill Olsen don't look much like Santa’s ehves but
they and other members of the B.C. Wooden Toy
Makers Society make and donate hundreds of
toys each year

strict standards. For example the wood framed hand
mirrors have reflective plastic material, because

glass would not be as
safe for children

All the finishes must
be non-toxic

“And the toys are
made with edible troes
like maple,” Bill Olsen
explained

While there are safety
considerations, members
pet to choose whether
they make a 10y truck or
A wooden game or a pen
cil box ar a doll cradle

"We make what we
want,” Delory explained

The members also
create some iems or
sale 1o cover costs for the
oy program

They all have their

own reasons for why they ke 10 make toys
"It gives you a good feeling
buneh of toys 1o an organization,’

when you take a
Olsen said



