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Commander’s Corner 
 

Valley Squadron Members, 
 
There is life beyond the Port Mann Bridge. Valley Power and Sail 
Squadron has proven that. Because everybody was pulling together 
the Pacific Mainland District Annual General Meeting and 
Conference at the Ramada Hotel in Abbotsford was a great 
success.  It was a success in so far as every visitor interviewed 
called the event a delightful experience. Great thanks to the entire 
boating community of the Valley and all the community's involved for 
their support.   All members of the organizing committee who 
volunteered to take on an assignment did their job to the utmost 
satisfaction and to the honour of Valley Squadron.  Even though 
there was a slight deficit on the last count, it was very rewarding 

being part of it all. In moments like that one can discover, truly it is Solomon’s treasure, the best in 
people. And in the committee 2006 it was not buried.  Here are the members of the committee 
2006: Gloria Caplette , Brian Hanneson , Dorothy Matheson, Rob Turner, Fred & Lewanna Walker, 
Carol Lyle, Ted Blackall, Charleen Gregorig, Karen Grierson , Ursula Binkle, Gary & Sandra Clow, 
Gus Binkle, Al Collier, Cliff Kiyooka , Gloria Madelung , Art & Ernestine Franson, Larry Harron, 
Tony & Bonnie Arnett .  
 
Going into the summer now Valley Squadron is not hibernating.  All boating courses completed, we 
are coming to the second stage in taking care of our new members.  New members can greatly 
improve their knowledge and gain experience by joining in on our cruises.  And we all can give 
something back to our great Cruise Master, Ted Blackall, by giving him a ring and participate in 
one of the well prepared trips he has planed for us. 
 
See you all on the water.   

Gus Binkle 
Commander 
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July 7-9  Pacific Mainland District Rendezvous at Snug Cove, Bowen Island 
July 15-30  2006 Gulf Island Cruise  (See Schedule below) 
August 5-7  Harrison Lake, Long Island Bay 
September 2-4  Harrison Lake, Long Island Bay  
September 8-10   Valley Squadron Sailpast on Harrison Lake (Harrison Yacht 
Club) 
 (Please see page 3) 
October 7-9  Long Island Bay Thanksgiving Dinner (dinner 1630 hrs on 8th) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For information on a Cruise call Ted Blackall   859-6102. 
For information on a social event, call Sandra Clow   792-9373 

Gulf Island Cruise Schedule - July 15th – 30th 
 

Saturday, July 15th  Leave Rocky Point – 0900 to First Narrows (High 0921 – okay to 
1030 hrs) 
                                     To Silva Bay (Moorage 250 247-8662) 2 nights or Anchorage 
 

Monday, July 17th Leave Silva Bay – to Newcastle Island  
 Moorage at Park Dock or Anchorage 
 

Wednesday, July 9th Leave for Dodd Narrows   (1244 slack)  
 Head to Pirates Cove (anchor) 1 night 
 

Thursday, July 20th Leave to arrive at Maple Bay (Bird’s Eye Cove)  
 Moorage 250-746-6999/Fax 250 746-7997 2 nights 
 

Friday, July 22nd  Leave for Ganges via Samsun Narrows (Slack 0944) to Ganges Marina 
  (Moorage 250 537-5242/ Fax 250 538-1719 or Anchorage possible) 1 
night 
 

Sunday, July 23rd Proceed to Sidney Marina – Moorage 250 655-3711  2 nights 
 

Tuesday, July 25th Proceed to Montague Harbour (moorage at park dock or anchor) 2 nights 
 

Thursday, July 27th Proceed to Wallace Island (Conover Cove) anchorage   2 nights 
  *** Beware of long reef at entrance 
 

Saturday, July 29th Proceed to Telegraph Harbour (Marina)  
 
 Moorage 250 246-9511/Fax 250 246-2668 (moorage possible) 1 night 
 

Sunday, July 30th Leave for Porlier Pass (Slack 0820 high) 
 Head for home.  First Narrows  Slack 0944 high or 1556hrs low) 
 

Note:   Subject to change due to weather during crossing or ??? 
             Individuals are responsible for booking their own moorage.     



�
��������	�
��
��������
������
�����������������
��� ������������������
����
��
���
����
	�
��������
��
�
	������������
�������� ��
������
��
�
����������
�������	�
����������������  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Most every weekend May to October -  Someone is at Long Island Bay, Harrison Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sailpast – September 9th and 10th  - Harrison Yacht Club 
 
Saturday  1300 hrs  Sailpast on the water in front of Harrison Yacht Club 
     1430 hrs Wine and cheese. 
     1730 hrs Potluck with steak and chicken provided by the Squadron. 
   Bring a salad or a dessert to share. 
Sunday     0900 hrs Complimentary Commander’s breakfast 
 
Come and enjoy one of the Squadron’s “fun events” of the year, either 
day or both days.  You don’t need a boat to attend. 
 



 
CRUISING PANAMA  

By Rob Turner 
 

Four years ago, Vic and Linda Smith and I sailed to San Francisco from Victoria.  
Since that time Vic and Linda have continued sailing on their thirty-six foot ketch, 
"Sera", going as far south as Peru.  
  
A few weeks ago Gail and I cruised from Miami to San Francisco on the 
Celebrity Cruise Lines "Infinity."  We had been communicating by e-mail for the 
last four years, and had the date and time arranged to meet in Panama City 
(Fuerte Amador). Going through the Panama Canals we got stuck waiting for a 
slow freighter to clear the lock in front of us.  We actually anchored in the lake for 
an hour and then proceeded at a slower speed than anticipated.  That was the 
sad part, because the ship was supposed to be in Panama City for four and a 
half hours and we lost two of those precious hours waiting.  
  
I had taken our handheld VHF, so imagine that you are on the 13th deck of a 
cruise ship, near the bow, among forty or fifty people you don't know, barking out 
"Sailing vessel Sera, Sailing vessel Sera, Sailing vessel Sera, this is Reflections, 
Reflections, Reflections..."  I thought of saying "This is Infinity" but feared 
someone on the bridge of "Infinity” might get upset.  Well we did get some weird 
looks, but when Linda came back "This is Sera..." my smile was from ear to ear.  
We made the connections and an hour later we were on the dock getting hugs 
from our sailing buddies.     
  
They have thoroughly loved the last four years.  Linda's daughter is going to visit 
this month, and then they are on to Galapagos and its wild and storied past.  It is 
ironic that three years ago they turned around to head north at Puerto Vallarta 
because Linda couldn't stand the temperature.  Now that they are 
acclimatized the Equator is no big deal. 
  
They love Panama and have been there for six months.  Vic needed some parts 
for a project on the boat, so he hired a cab and driver for the day at a cost of 
about $40 Canadian.  He recently bought a new generator (imagine Vic with 
a generator on his sailboat!) for about $200!  Some boat accessories are really 
cheap there, but some things have to be imported from the States. 
  
Linda and Vic send a big hello to everyone! 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�



�

Wasn’t That  a  Party?  
 
 

 
 
 

The Pacific Mainland District Change of Watch was held in Abbotsford May 27th, 28th 
2006 at the Ramada Plaza Hotel & Conference Centre.  For those of you who did not 
have the opportunity to come and join the fun here is a short but hopefully descriptive of 
what went on. 
 
It all started Friday morning May 26th with the most wonderful crew to help set up the 
hall for the Carnival Masquerade.  Without the help of these very special and happy 
people it would not have turned out the way it did.  Thanks to Gloria, Lewana, Ursula, 
Brian, Bruce, Ted, Charlene and Fred.  You all did a wonderful job and I would be remiss 
if I did not mention Art and Ernestine Franson for looking after the registrations and 
making the name tags. 
 
The Friday evening started with general walking about and meeting new and old friends.  
We had a wonderful array of food and the atmosphere was cheery and colorful.  Lots of 
people dressed up and had a wonderful time.  We had a magician to walk about the 
tables.  Games were played for about an hour; golf, ring toss, balloon burst, bean bag toss 
and a number wheel, in which people won tickets for the draws for prizes at the end of 
the evening.  We danced till our feet could not dance anymore - what fun…. 
 
Ted Blackall and Charleen Gregorig won the costume contest, although I do think 
Ernestine Franson was the best of all.  You will no doubt see the pictures at a social 
function and I am sure you will agree with me also.  All who dressed up included Gus 
and Ursula Binkle, Gloria Caplette and Rick Pemble, Bruce and Dorothy Matheson, 
Brian and Vivian Hanneson, Fred and Lewanna Walker.  Thanks for being such good 
sports.  We had a great deal of fun playing the games and we managed to meet many new 
people while waiting our turns.  Thanks to all who helped to organize the games.   
 
The hall was decorated with bright colors to match the masks and flowers that were on 
the walls.  I believe the music went on until midnight and a good party was had by all.  

Cont’d.. 



�
The Saturday afternoon session was 
attended by the number of persons 
required to make a quorum for the Annual 
General Meeting.  They had seminars 
together and I do think that is a better way 
to present the seminars, as it saves money 
for rooms that are only half full.  
 
The Saturday evening event was carried 
out without any problems.  The head table 
was introduced: Don Griffin, Barbara 

Blake, Art Rendell, Doris Trelenberg, Glen Blake, Rosemary Griffin, Serge St. Martin, 
Jocelyn Guimont, and Heather Rendell.  They were piped in and took their seats.  The 
Emcee was P/Cdr. Carol Lyle and before the schedule of events took place Carol 
presented Doris with a special gift of a jeweled light house and told her that she was the 
keeper of the Light for Valley Squadron. 
 
After opening remarks Chief Commander Serge St. Martin 
brought greetings from National.  Introduction of the 2006-
2007 new bridge was given by P/D/C Anne MacDonald.  
During the evening door prizes and a 50/50 raffle were drawn. 
I believe everyone was excited about the prizes. 
 
114 people attended the dinner.  The table centers were 
beautifully done by Gus and Ursula and we managed to keep 
up some of the Friday decorations with the theme more up 
scale for the District Commander’s Ball.  We danced to the 
Reckless Hart band, and I believe everyone had a good time.  
 
The flowers on the head table were beautiful and the corsages that Gloria Madelung made 
were breathtaking.  As usual Gloria had done her magic and made the evening even more 
beautiful.  I was so sorry to see that she and Steve were not there to enjoy the evening, 
although you were in our thoughts, Gloria.  Thanks for your work.   
 
That’s it for now.  See you all soon.   
 
Smooth sailing, 
 
Carol Lyle 
P/Commander  
Valley Power and Sail   
�
�
�
�



Victoria Day Weekend Cruise to Indian Arm/False Creek 
May 19th to22nd 2006 
By Charleen Gregorig 

 
 
Well here we go again, the first ocean cruise of the year and the weather is supposed to 
be unsettled again for the third or fourth year in a row.  It usually is surprisingly good 
considering the forecast – so we are hopeful. The showers left us after leaving 
Abbotsford.  Good start.   
 
We met up with Rod and Laura Walker in “Runaway” and headed for Rocky Point 
Launch in Port Moody.  The launch was quiet and went well, except for the look of 
horror on Laura’s face when she found out she had to either operate the boat or take the 
truck up to the parking lot.  She chose the latter and it was a piece of cake.  We headed 
for Bedwell Bay for the night and had a pleasant evening at anchor.   

 
Saturday morning we 
passed on the cruise up 
Indian Arm and decided 
to just enjoy the morning 
at anchor.  We headed off 
about 11 a.m. to catch the 
slack tides under the 2nd 
Narrows and Lions Gate 
Bridges.  We checked for 
“Gemstone” at Belcarra 
Park on our way through 
and tried the VHF, but 
figured they had gone on 
to False Creek to catch 
the slack tide.  We 
followed a cruise ship out 
of Vancouver Harbour, 

what a massive, beautiful sight.   
 
The visitors’ docks at Granville Island were fairly empty, so we seized the opportunity to 
stop for fish and chips on our way through.  Granville Island was bustling as usual. 
 
We had moorage at the Quayside Marina for Saturday and Sunday nights.  Our usual 
Sunday night stop at Granville Island’s Pelican Cove Marina was unavailable this year.  
We found “Gemstone” already at the Quayside when we arrived, Dennis, Sarah, Maggie 
and Kathleen.   

Cont’d.. 
 
 
 



The beauty of the False Creek trip is the opportunity for everyone to do whatever they 
please – walking, shopping (Urban Fare is just a half block away), eating, relaxing or 
whatever, in beautiful surroundings.  It is so different from our usual boating where we 
are usually is some quiet, remote spot – and that is beautiful too – but it is nice to have 
one weekend in downtown Vancouver amongst the high rises and activity.   
 
Sunday morning we all took one boat back to Granville Island for breakfast at the 
Granville Hotel.  Denis and Sarah took the children to the Children’s Festival.  They 
caught the ferry back to the boat, and 
were loaded with lots of fun things 
Maggie and Kitty had made.   
 
Sunday night the rains came, but it 
dried up long enough Monday 
morning for us to head back to Rocky 
Point and load our boats back on the 
trailer, then the heavens opened up 
again.           
 
 Another great weekend cruise! 

                                                                                       

Rod & Laura Walker, Dennis, Sarah 
& Family, & Cruisemaster Ted 
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If anyone knows where Valley’s LARGE CPS Flag is please call Commander Gus. 
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Commander is calling on all Squadron Members for HE LP in finding a Webmaster. 
We need a person able to update our webside on a re gular basis 2 or 3 times a  
year perhaps. Or a person willing to learn how to d o that.  Could be any age  
group. 
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Committee 2006 
Thank you to Our Sponsors! 

 
Our sincere apology to those Sponsors whose name, for technical reasons, was  

misspelled or did not make it into the list of Sponsors in the program: 
 

Brigantine Marine Group  
Bridge View Marine  
Honda Abbotsford 
M&B Marine Sales 
Mission Wine Kitz 

Mrs. Parson Yvonne 
TNT Marine 

Royal Flex Lox 
Teresen Gas 



Valley Squadron Bridge Officers  
 
Commander 
Lr./C Executive 
Lt./C Training Officer 
1st Lt.  Secretary 
1st Lt.  Treasurer 
1st Lt.  PRO 
1st Lt.  Supply 
1st Lt.  Membership 
1st Lt.  Editor 
1st Lt. Marep/Environmental 
1st Lt.  Cruise Master 
1st Lt.  Socials 
1st Lt.  Historian 
Lt. Auditor 
Lt.  Training VHF 
Lt.  Training VHF 
Lts.  At Large 
 
 
 
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission 
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison 
Past Commander 
 

 
Gus Binkle 
Bruce Matheson 
Gary Clow 
Gloria Caplette 
Al Collier 
Ron Grierson 
Brian Hanneson 
George Stevens 
Dorothy Matheson 
Raymond Salloway 
Ted Blackall 
Sandra Clow 
E. Harvey Cooke 
Ursula Binkle 
Bryan Stolee 
John Tymoschuk 
Charleen Gregorig 
Carol Lyle 
Rob Turner 
Fred Walker 
Bill Hopkins 
Dave Hampson 
Ron Grierson 
 

 
826-8793 
859-8633 
792-9373 
852-3578 
854-5211 
824-1983 
854-1649 
858-9936 
859-8633 
852-8700 
859-6102 
792-9373 
859-5757 
826-8793 
858-4848 
858-4634 
859-6102 
852-2805 
853-7800 
850-2447 
796-0144 
858-4397 
824-1983 

 
gus.u.sail@telus.net 
bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
Gary_Clow@telus.net 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
collier6@telus.net 
sail4@telus.net 
bvhanneson@telus.net 
georges@dowco.com 
bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
salloway@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smclow@telus.net 
 
gus.u.sail@telus.net 
bjstolee@dowco.com 
jltymo@yahoo.com 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smith852@telus.net 
4turners@telus.net 
seldomwet@shaw.ca 
wjhopkins@hotmail.com 
 
sail4@telus.net 
 

�
PILOTING COURSE IN SEPTEMBER 

 
As a Boating Course graduate you expect more from 
your boating experiences.  You want next year’s 
season to be better than ever.  Valley Squadron 
offers advanced courses which further your pleasure  
by strengthening your boating skills. 
 
The Piloting Course extends the navigation and 
vessel-handling techniques introduced in the 
Boating Course.  The course presents the three 
aspects of piloting:  Navigation and Plotting Skill s, 
Seamanship Skills, Boat Capabilities and 
Performance.  
Indulge yourself.  Sign up for the Piloting Course 
today.  It will be held in Abbotsford beginning in 
September.  
 
 For details contact Rob Turner at 853-7800 or by e -
mail at 4turners@telus.net  

Valley Squadron 
Bridge Meetings  

 
Bridge meetings are open 
to all Valley Squadron 
members.  Join us at 
1900 hours at Smitty’s 
Restaurant, 1965 Sumas 
Way, Abbotsford. 
 

September 12 
October 10 

November 14 
December 12  

 
Everyone is 
Welcome!�
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