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Commander’s Corner 

 

Valley Squadron Members, 

Again it is time for a Commander to think about the next Annual General 
Meeting.  

Since it is that time it is necessarily for a Commander to look back a bit 
before he can look forward. Let’s just say in the five years I was on the 
bridge of Valley Squadron there wasn’t a minute when I regretted 
volunteering for serving you. As a voluntary organization our motives for 
donating our time shouldn’t be at question. Beyond that our concerns 
about declining memberships should be appreciated also by the public in 
general.  Doing nothing was not our choosing.  I would like to thank every 
one for that. 

Without getting myself ahead of the nominating committee I do look with confidence into the future of 
Valley Squadron. 

Your Commander,  
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TAKE NOTICE that the Annual General Meeting of Valley Power and Sail Squadron will be held at: 
 
  Yarrow Community Hall, 4670 Community Street, Yarrow, BC 
  Friday, March 17, 2007 at 1830 hours for the purpose of: 
 
a) receiving and , if thought fit, approving the reports of the Officers of the Squadron; 
 
b) receiving and, if thought fit, approving the Financial Statements of the Squadron for the twelve month 

period ending December 31, 2006, and the report of the Squadron Auditor thereon; 
 
c) considering and, if thought fit, adopting other resolutions put forth; 
 
d) electing the Officers of the Squadron; 
 
e) appointing the Squadron Auditor; 
 
f) considering such further and other business as may properly come before the Meeting. 
 
g) The Report of the Squadron Nominating Committee is attached to and forms part of this Notice.  Under 

Squadron Regulations 12.1, any further nominations must be made by way of a petition in writing signed 
by not less than 5 members of this Squadron who shall confirm the consent of their nominee to stand for 
election.  The petition must be filed with the Squadron Secretary not less than 2 days prior to the date of 
this Meeting. 

 
h) Dated this 13th day of February, 2007 
�
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������������� �����
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The Squadron Nominating Committee nominates the following Members for election as Squadron Officers for 
2007/2008. 
 
Commander  Bruce Matheson  604-824-8616 
 2-45550 Shawnigan Cres., Chilliwack, BC V2R 5Y1 
 
Squadron Executive Officer   
    
   
Squadron Training Officer Gary Clow 604-792-9373 
 45328 Creekside Drive,Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K6 
 
Squadron Assistant Training Officer Don Randall 604-855-0831 
 31098 Heron Ave., Abbotsford, BC V2T 5K5  
 
Squadron Secretary   Gloria Caplette 604-852-3578 
 4493 Townline Road, Abbotsford, BC V4X 1Y7 
 
Squadron Treasurer Al Collier 604-824-1983 
 44290 South Sumas Road, Chilliwack, BC V2R 4B7 
 
Squadron Public Relations Officer Robert Plumtree 604-850-3925 
 21-2803 Marble Hill Dr., Abbotsford, BC V3G 2Y4  
  
Squadron Supply Officer Larry Harron 604-826-8780 
 8022 Manson Rd., Mission, BC V2V 6P1  
  
Squadron Membership Officer George Stevens 604-858-9936 
  45153 Montcalm Road, Chilliwack, BC V2R 2J9 
 
Squadron Editor Dorothy Matheson 604-824-8616 
  2-45550 Shawnigan Cres., Chilliwack, BC V2R 5Y1 
 
Squadron Marep/Environmental Raymond Salloway 604-852-8700 
 36273 Country Place, Abbotsford, BC V3G 1M1 
 
Squadron Cruise Master Ted Blackall 604-859-6102 
 2151 Guilford Drive, Abbotsford, BC V2S 4Z3 
 
Squadron Socials Sandra Clow 604-792-9373 
 45328 Creekside Drive, Chilliwack, BC V2P 7K6  
 
Squadron Historian E. Harvey Cooke 604-859-5757 
 1022-34909 Old Yale Rd., Abbotsford, BC V3G 2E7  
 
Squadron Auditor Ursula Binkle 604-826-8793 
 13464 Burns Road, Mission, BC V2V 4J1 
 
Squadron Webmaster Cliff Kiyooka 604-864-0344 
 344 Arnold Rd, Abbotsford, BC V3G 1S4 
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Members at Large Charleen Gregorig 604-859-6102 
 2151 Guilford Drive, Abbotsford, BC V2S 4Z3 
 
 Carol Lyle 604-852-2805 
 25 - 3300 Horn Street, Abbotsford, BC V2S 7Y4 
 
 Rob Turner 604-853-7800 
 35081 Panorama Drive, Abbotsford, BC V3G 2E4 
 
 Fred Walker 604-850-2447 
 35166 Cassiar Avenue, Abbotsford, BC V2S 5R4 
  
 Brian Hanneson 604-854-1649 
 16 – 36060 Lower Sumas Mountain Rd.,  
 Abbotsford, BC V3G 2E9 
 
The Squadron Nominating Committee advises that, if elected, the Nominee for Commander intends to appoint the 
following Members as Staff Officers: 
 
Squadron Training VHF             John Tymoschuk 604-701-6618 
  
 
Squadron Training VHF Bryan Stolee 604-858-4848 
 6942 Centennial Drive, Chilliwack, BC V2R 3T8 
 
Port Capt-Fraser R/Mission   Bill Hopkins 604-796-0144 
 P.O. Box 28, Harrison Hot Springs, BC V0M 1K0 
 
Port Capt-Cultus/Harrison Dave Hampson 604-858-4397 
 45778 Higginson Road, Chilliwack, BC V2R 2C7 
 
The Squadron Nominating Committee also advises that the following member will serve on the Squadron Executive 
Committee by virtue of his position as immediate past Commander, and does not require election or appointment: 
 
 Gus Binkle 604-826-8793 
 13464 Burns Road, Mission, BC  V2V 4J1 
 
Pursuant to Squadron Regulation 9.14.1, the following Members will serve as Squadron Nominating Committee for 
2008/2009 by virtue of their position, and do not require election or appointment: 
 
P/Cdr Gus Binkle (Chairman) 
P/Cdr Ron Grierson         
Cdr Bruce Matheson 
      Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                     
___________________________________ 
     

                                                                                               Chairman
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Rafting to the Rapids 
By Gary Clow 

 
Have you ever been somewhere and wondered what on earth ever prompted you to get into the position you were 
in?  That’s the way I felt a couple of times during the Valley Squadron raft cruise.  We had lots of fun, but 
sometimes it got a bit tense, a bit scary, a bit out 
of control. 
 
We set out from Harrison Lake on three good 
sized rafts, each equipped with an outboard and a 
few gas tanks. The rafts were all pretty similar, 
made of logs with a deck of 2 X6 or 2X8 inch 
lumber.   Sandra and I, not having a raft of our 
own, were with George and Elaine as we set out 
from Long Island Bay on Harrison lake and then 
down the Harrison River on a lovely, sunny 
Saturday morning.  Accompanying us was our cat 
Tigger. In front of us were Rick and Gloria on 
their raft, with Ted and Charleen. With them were 
Sam, Flame and Keefer, three wonderful, friendly 
dogs.    Behind us were Gus and Ursula, Bonnie 
and Tony, Rod and Laura on a huge, newly built 
raft.  While the rest of us had three room tents on 
our rafts, this last raft had a huge tent where the six could live and all of us could get together during the evenings. 
 
The trip down the Harrison River was beautiful and uneventful.  We saw a bear on the river bank just above what 
they call “the rapids” and some bald eagles soaring above us as we passed the mouth of the Chehalis River.  A herd 
of llamas greeted us just before we passed under the highway bridge. 
 

Entering the Fraser River from the Harrison is 
always exciting and this trip was no exception.  The 
beautiful crystal green water of the Harrison River 
is instantly swallowed by the muddy brown Fraser.  
At the same instant the current grabs at your boat, 
or raft in our case, and tries to spin it like a top.  
Thankfully George was very attentive and we 
stayed on course, keeping well away from the nasty 
shallows.   
 
Once in the Fraser River our navigation began in 
earnest.  Rick did a masterful job of leading us 
through the deepest channel.  We passed Island 22 
at Chilliwack and made the big looping zigzag to 
stay in the channel.  Sometimes that channel kept 
us so close to the sandbars you could almost step 
onto shore from our lazily moving rafts.  At one 
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point, well out from any sandbar, we felt an ominous jerk as we slid against a sandbar obscured by the dirty brown 
water.  Thankfully George, alert as usual, deftly steered us safely back into deeper water.  We all breathed a sigh of 

relief as we made it through the 
Chilliwack sandbars and passed the mouth 
of the Vedder River.  Late in the afternoon 
we stopped for the day, pulling into the 
peaceful water at Dewdney Park on 
Nicomen Slough.   
 
Day two was an easy one which took us 
down the Fraser to the ocean at Point 
Grey.  Ted always hates the North Arm, 
but today it was perfectly calm as we 
glided into the salt water.  We had started 
rather early in the morning (early for those 
who like to sleep in) so the consensus was 
to push on and cross over towards 
Gibsons.  If we thought our little armada 
of rafts had gotten strange looks on the 
river, our reception on the ocean was even 
livelier.  The VHF radio was alive with 
people talking about Huck Fin on the 
ocean.  We made a few answering remarks 

to the good natured comments of other boaters and set a course of  305 degrees which deposited us at Pasley Island, 
to the west of Bowen Island, about 5:00 pm.  The rafts drew so little water that we were able to worm our way into 
the shallows between Popham Island and the islet to the north where we found a great place to spend the night. 
Don’t try it in a boat.  We spent much of the night sitting high and dry, not a problem for the rafts, but a horror if 
you’re in a boat. 
 
Our meals on the rafts were great.  We had several barbeques and some propane stoves.  Rod and Laura had even 
installed their propane oven on their raft so this night we dined on roast turkey that Laura had been cooking all 
afternoon.  Baked potatoes and fresh corn were prepared on the other rafts. We had fresh crab salad to begin, our 
salad hauled on board a few minutes before dinner. We finished off with ice cream, from the freezer powered by 
Rod’s array of solar panels.  This might be a strange way to travel, but we loved the meals! 
 
We had a late start on day Three so only made it to Smuggler’s Cove.  A brief shower in the morning, followed by a 
few gusty winds, gave way to a spectacular day.  Day Four was just as nice as we made our way to Pender Harbour 
to stock up on supplies and have a shower at the Marina.  We also took the opportunity to pump out our porta 
potties.   
 
Day Five was another short one as we travelled up Agamemnon Channel to Egmont and then tucked ourselves into 
Secret Bay in Skookumchuck Narrows just a mile from Sechelt Rapids.  We had a great dinner in Egmont, 
returning to the rafts a bit late and finding a crowd on shore looking at our strange water craft anchored in the bay.  
All of us went to bed a bit anxious because tomorrow was to be our big day.  We had come here to run Sechelt 
Rapids in our rafts. 
 
No one slept in on Day Six.  We had to make breakfast, clean up and stow everything before heading out into the 
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current to be swept through Sechelt Rapids.  All loose gear was tied down securely as we waited for the moment to 
cast off.  We had purposely chosen to transit the tidal rapids on a day with a big tidal exchange.  Hey, what’s the 
use of coming up here for excitement and only having little waves!  The tide book told us that maximum current 
was going to be at 10:07 am so at 9:45 we pulled up our anchors, untied the rafts from each other and headed into 
the narrows.  What a sight greeted us as we rounded the point fifteen minutes later and saw the rapids right ahead of 
us.  Huge waves and immense whirlpools lay ahead of us.  Quickly we accelerated as our three rafts were sucked 
into the maelstrom.  One moment waves towered above us, the next we were on top looking down.  Rick was again 
in the lead but there wasn’t much chance to watch their raft.  All we could do was hold on and pray for our skippers 
who were trying to keep us upright as we rocketed through the huge waves, trying to steer us around the biggest 
whirlpools.  Right in the middle of it all George, piloting our raft, had to make some quick manoeuvres to get 
around a group of kayaks playing in the crashing surf. 
 
Although it seemed an eternity the whole passage must have been only a couple of minutes.  Words can’t describe 
the thrill and the terror of those two minutes.  Our raft came through pretty well, losing only a few odds and ends 
which were swept away in the crashing waves.  Rick lost a fireplace and Rod lost one solar panel and some 
firewood.  
 
We let the current carry us down to Skookum Island where we pulled in on the south side to regroup and calm 
down.  Another hour of travel took us to Storm Bay where we anchored in really shallow water.  As the tide rose 
we moved further towards shore, into two feet of water.  Soon the dropping tide soon put us on the bottom where 
we were content to sit.  It was still early in the day so Tony and Ted went fishing in one of our inflatables while the 
rest of us picked oysters and set crab traps.  Tony and Ted were back after less than two hours with one of the 
biggest salmon I have seen in a long time.  We feasted on barbecued salmon, fresh crab and oysters.  Desert?  What 
else but Ursula’s chocolate fudge brownies to celebrate our successful navigation of Seymour Rapids. 
 
We spent a couple of days exploring Narrows and Salmon Inlets then retraced our route back out through 
Skookumchuck Narrows.  By consensus 
we decided to go through Sechelt Rapids at 
slack current.  Once through the maelstrom 
was enough.  All went well on the trip back 
to the North Arm of the Fraser and we 
timed things almost perfectly to catch the 
tide going back upstream.  However even 
with the tide it was a long, long trip up to 
Mission.  From there it was very slow 
going upstream to Harrison.  Three days 
tough going to be exact – lots of time to 
fish, barbeque salmon and dine in 
splendour.  The rafts may be slow, but they 
give you time to eat like royalty and 
appreciate the beautiful scenery we have in 
our province.�
�
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Fall Boating Class Graduation 
by Gary Clow 

 
Tuesday evening, January 9, the meeting room at Smitty’s in Abbotsford was packed with people who 
had come for the graduation ceremony for Valley Squadron’s Fall Boating Course class. Students from 
Abbotsford and Chilliwack received their graduation certificates and enjoyed a bit of a party, complete 
with the customary graduation cake. 
On hand to congratulate the graduating students were Squadron members, family friends, and the 
Squadron Bridge officers. Over half of the students present had already joined the Squadron by the time 
of the graduation ceremony and received their CPS flags which they can now proudly fly from their 
vessels. Make sure to make them feel welcome when you meet them at the St. Patrick’s Day Party on 
March 17. 
 
Congratulations to all of the Fall Boating Course graduates for a job well done. 
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Valley Squadron  
Bridge Meetings  

Bridge meetings are open to all 
Valley Squadron members.  
Join us at 1900 hours at 
Smitty’s Restaurant, 1965 
Sumas Way, Abbotsford. 

February 13 
March 13 
April 10  

 
Everyone is Welcome!�

�
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VHF & GPS COURSES 
VHF course begins on April 16th at Sardis Senior Secondary School in Chilliwack at 7:00 pm. 

 For information Call Bryan Stolee 604-858-4848 or e-mail him at bjstolee@dowco.com 
 

GPS course begins May 14th at Sardis Senior Secondary School in Chilliwack at 7:00 pm.  
For information call Gary Clow 604-792-9373  
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Valley Squadron Bridge Officers  
 
Commander 
Lr./C Executive 
Lt./C Training Officer 
1st Lt.  Secretary 
1st Lt.  Treasurer 
1st Lt.  PRO 
1st Lt.  Supply 
1st Lt.  Membership 
1st Lt.  Editor 
1st Lt. Marep/Environmental 
1st Lt.  Cruise Master 
1st Lt.  Socials 
1st Lt.  Historian 
Lt. Auditor 
Lt. Training VHF 
Lt. Training VHF 
Lt. Webmaster 
Lts. At Large 
 
 
 
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission 
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison 
Past Commander 
 

 
Gus Binkle 
Bruce Matheson 
Gary Clow 
Gloria Caplette 
Al Collier 
Ron Grierson 
Brian Hanneson 
George Stevens 
Dorothy Matheson 
Raymond Salloway 
Ted Blackall 
Sandra Clow 
E. Harvey Cooke 
Ursula Binkle 
Bryan Stolee 
John Tymoschuk 
Cliff Kiyooka 
Charleen Gregorig 
Carol Lyle 
Rob Turner 
Fred Walker 
Bill Hopkins 
Dave Hampson 
Ron Grierson 
 

 
826-8793 
824-8616 
792-9373 
852-3578 
824-1983 
854-5211 
854-1649 
858-9936 
824-8616 
852-8700 
859-6102 
792-9373 
859-5757 
826-8793 
858-4848 
858-4634 
864-0344 
859-6102 
852-2805 
853-7800 
850-2447 
796-0144 
858-4397 
824-1983 

 
gus.u.sail@telus.net 
bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
Gary_Clow@telus.net 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
collier6@telus.net 
sail4@telus.net 
bvhanneson@telus.net 
georges@dowco.com 
dorothymatheson@shaw.ca 
salloway@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smclow@telus.net 
 
gus.u.sail@telus.net 
bjstolee@dowco.com 
jltymo@yahoo.com 
ckiyooka@shaw.ca 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smith852@telus.net 
4turners@telus.net 
seldomwet@shaw.ca 
wjhopkins@hotmail.com 
 
sail4@telus.net 
 

Cruises & Events 
 

Saturday, March 17th  Annual General Meeting -  St. Patrick’s Day potluck supper and 
AGM  with a special speaker - Yarrow Community Hall.  Please bring 
a main course dish, dessert or salad.  Time – 1800 hours. 

 

Saturday, March 31st  Shakedown Cruise at Harrison Lake 
 

Saturday, April 14th  Students’ Cruise at Harrison Lake  
 

Thursday, April 26 th   Change of Watch and Spring Boating Course Graduation.  A 
beautiful banquet at the Rancho in Abbotsford.  Tickets will be 
available from Bridge members in March. 

 

May 19th, 20th, 21st  Long Weekend Cruise to either False Creek or North Arm of the 
Fraser River to River Rock Casino –  Please give Ted some feedback 
on where you would like to go. 

 

August 4th to 19th Two week Desolation Sound Cruise 
 

For information on a social event, call Sandra Clow   792-9373 
For information on a cruise please contract Ted Blackall  859-6102 
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