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Commander’s Corner 

                                                            Valley Squadron Members, 

I am looking forward to this year as your Commander and working 
with our enthusiastic Bridge which has 3 new members added. 
 
Now that spring has arrived, everyone is getting their boats in the 
water, anticipating another busy summer of boating. 
  
We had a very successful year with the Boating Course producing 
34 graduates with a good number joining the Squadron. It was a 
great day for the Squadron and the students to take part in our very 
first Student Cruise and good to see 16 students come out.  It 
looked like everyone had a good time.  Read about the Students’ 
Cruise in this issue.   
 

It is my hope that all the new members will feel welcome and we look forward to you joining with us for a 
fun season of cruises and events. Take advantage of your new knowledge and the many additional perks 
of joining this organization.  

Your Commander,  
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Visit our web site:  www3.telus.net/valleysquadron/ home.htm 
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Cruises & Events 
 

 

May 19th & 20th Long Weekend Cruise to River to River Rock Casino.  Make your own 
arrangements for May 19th and 20th (Saturday & Sunday nights) with 
Gary Cross or Julian 604 273-8560 with Valley Squadron Group.  They 
will require Name, Boat Name, Overall Length.  Moorage cost is $1 per 
foot which includes power, swimming pool, hot tubs, laundry and 
showers, etc. 

 
May 25th & 26th  Annual Pacific Mainland District Change of Watch – Vancouver 

Hilton Metrotown, Burnaby.  Get all the information on their web site 
(Pacific Mainland District). 

 
July 6th, 7th & 8 th Pacific Mainland District Rendezvous, Snug Cove, Bowen Island – 

“Pirates of the Caribbean” theme.  The registration form and agenda is 
available on the Valley Squadron website. 

  
August 4th to 19th Two week Desolation Sound Cruise – Details to follow in July GAM or 

contact Cruise Master Ted. 
 
September 9th & 10th Valley Squadron Sail Past – Snug Cove, Bowen Island.  
 
October 7th & 8 th  Thanksgiving Weekend Cruise to Long Island Bay, Harrison Lake.   
 

For information on a social event, call Sandra Clow   792-9373 
For information on a cruise please contract Ted Blackall  859-6102 
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New To Valley Website  
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March 17th at Yarrow Community Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Annual General Meeting and pot luck dinner was well attended by 67 members. Commander Gus directed us 
through a quick and efficient election of Officers and reading of Reports so that we could get on with the food and 
fun.   

 
The bar was opened and dinner 
commenced.    Typical of Valley, 
the food was varied and abundant 
and exceptionally good.  After 
dinner door prizes were given out 
and then the guest speakers were 
introduced.   
 
 
 

 
Two officers from the RCMP Auxiliary Coastal Watch Program gave a power point presentation about their 
purpose of surveillance of the coast and how we, as individuals, can assist them in their work. 
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3 of 5 boats attending 

 
Good Weather 
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by Gloria Caplette 
  
Our Valley Power & Sail Shake Down Cruise was 
underway to Long island Bay on Harrison Lake. 
  
Brian & Vivian were in Brianne and heading to Long 
Island on Friday when they spotted Bonnie & Tony in 
Ranger so pulled up next to them. As he stopped he 
noticed his oil pressure gauge lowering! then down to 
zero! Checking it - NO OIL! 
  
So the kicker goes on, a call goes out to cruise master 
Ted Blackall & Charleen Gregorig in Broke an' 
Hooked who were just leaving the dock at Harrison. 
Yes we'll phone Rick Pemble & Gloria Caplette who 
were supposed to come out on Saturday. Would they 
bring a case of oil! Yes we'll be there Saturday! But 
their boat was still been serviced! Would they make it! 
  

So Saturday we headed out from Harrison in Capt'n Crunch, 
rough water, but our 17 '  Larson was in its element (Rick 
too). Finally came to Long Island and spotted George & 
Elaine's boat at their dock and then the boats at the marine 
dock at the bay and headed in. Our visit to our cabin would 
come later! We heard later we were a welcome sight as we 
rounded the corner into the Bay! Brian had used all the oil 
from fellow boaters but that didn't quite cut it so this case of 
oil was so welcome. Around the campfire later after basking 
in the sun on the dock all afternoon Rick cut the oil filter 
open and no fillings were found! What a relief to all! 
  
There was a full moon out that night and the dock was  lit up 
showing our boats and the shore. What a photographic sight. 
But no tripod did I  have!?! no picture could I take! I did 

manage a few shots at dusk though around our big warm fire that Ted attended too and kept hot. 
 
Knowing how Ted hates the cold we knew we would be kept toasty all night. Charleen made popcorn and passed it 
around to all, even the dogs - little Keifer, Sam, Flame and Sidney. George & Elaine had come over in their raft 
from their cabin earlier as we had. After enjoying a night with our fellow boaters George & Elaine headed home 
first  then Rick & I. Unbeknownst to us little Keifer followed us down to our raft and was on board. As Rick threw 
one line off, I was on dock ready with the other line when I noticed we had an extra passenger. So calling to him to 
come to me he heads off the raft to the dock and walked right into the lake!  
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Keifer saved by Tony 

Congratulations to those who completed the Piloting Course! 
Dennis Foster 
Cliff Kiyooka 
John Laing 

Bruce Matheson 

Tony was down to his elbow in the lake pulling him out as Keifer was sinking lower and lower.  Wet to the bone 
and shivering with shock poor Keifer was given over to his Mom to warm him up,  
What a relief he was OK! 
  
So next morning all head out except us. We had slept in and 
also needed to do a few things around our place. We went 
later. The water was calmer today so the trip was better 
rough wise but we did have a bit of rain and some hail but 
no worries, no snow! It had been forecast! Snow came the 
next day but lucky us, we were home already!  
  
Who knows what can happen. But we all help each other out 
on these cruises and are always in contact with our VHF 
radios! We try to be Safe and Sound, That's our Motto! 

 
 
 

______________________________________________________________  
 

Navigating with GPS 
 
This seminar will introduce you to the versatile Global Positioning System (GPS), one of the technical marvels of 
the space age which has put exceptional accuracy into the hands of anyone who will take the short time needed to 
learn about its pros and cons.  This course will teach you the basics of GPS and using it as a navigational tool. Take 
the opportunity to attend Navigating with GPS. The results may surprise you.  
 

Details: Date:    Begins Monday, May 14, 2007 

  Time:    1900 hours 
   Place:    Sardis Secondary School,  
       45460 Stevenson Road, Chilliwack  
  Cost:    $55 for CPS members, $65 public 
 

For information:        Gary Clow  (604) 792-9373   
Gary.Clow@worldteam.org 

 
YOU   MUST   PRE-REGISTER   TO   GUARANTEE   A   SPOT   IN   THIS   COURSE 
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STUDENTS’ CRUISE - April 14 th 

by Robert Plumtree 
�

When the graduating students of the Spring Boating Course were 
invited to a day of boating on Harrison Lake there were several 
that did. Members of Harrison Yacht Club provided the facility 
and most of the boats that were used for both an informative and 
social time on the water. Those interested in getting some real 
time sailing instruction got the opportunity to do just that. Two 
sailboats provided by Squadron members allowed students to put 
into practice just what had been learned in the classroom. Points 
of sail; tacking, running, the dangers of an accidental gyb were 
well covered. The wind came up and the students got the feel of 
the tiller, holding the boat on course with the sails filled.  Gus 
Binkle and I provided the sail boats. 
 

Those that opted for the powerboats, all owned by Squadron 
members; were well served. Tony and Bonnie Arnett, Gary 
and Sandra Clow, Brian Hanneson, Fred Walker provided the 
boats. The boats motored up to Cascade Bay home of the very 
lovely Rainbow Falls. Here the students took several fixes. 
They also carried out docking exercises. The students worked 
with aft and forward spring lines, experienced the effects of 
prop wash and learnt the common signals when docking, in 
particular the signal given to a dockside crowd when the wind 
is up. (That signal not found in the training manual. Ed). 
There was a man overboard exercise. A brave soul suited up 
and actually jumped in the water. Well done Fred. 
 

After about three hours on the water it was time to get back to the 
clubhouse. A fine meal of really good hotdogs with all the 
trimmings was enjoyed by all. Everyone had a good time on the 
water and the social that followed was most enjoyable. At least 
three of the boats were trailered in for the event that deserves 
special mention. There was no cost to the students or participants. 
The hotdogs were donated; the kitchen workers gave of their 
services happily. It was good to see Don, our new instructor for 
Abbotsford, on scene. Bruce had taught the Boating Course for 
many years before handing the reigns over to Don. Bruce was on 
hand too. No doubt it gave them both tremendous satisfaction 
watching the students put their lessons into practice.  
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Bev Leeder receives  
Life Member Award 

 
New Commander Bruce 

 
Past Commander Gus 

CHANGE OF WATCH 
SPRING BOATING COURSE GRAD 

  
Change of Watch and Boating Class Graduation at the 
Rancho in Abbotsford had  89 people attend the 
buffet supper, with over a dozen students arriving 
later to receive their Certificates. Gary Clow was 
Master of Ceremonies and after grace, a toast to the 
Queen and a minute silence for those members no 
longer with us, a wonderful buffet supper was served.   
 
After supper, Training Officer Gary Clow and 
Assistant Training Officer Don Randall called the 
graduating students forward to receive their 
Certificates.  Then fifteen students were welcomed as new CPS members by District Public Relations Officer Dave 
Peebles.   

   
Dave Peebles assisted Commander Gust Binkle in issuing Merit Marks.    
Bev Leeder was presented with the Life Member Award for 20 years of 
service.  MC Gary Clow gave special recognition to outgoing Commander 
Gus for his dedication as Commander and his hard work as Chair for 
Valley Squadron’s successful hosting of the Pacific Mainland District 
Change of Watch last year.  
Commander Gus then gave his 
farewell address.  Al Collier, 
Chair of the Nominating 
Committee, then read the 
nominations for the new 
Bridge.  The Bridge and new 
Commander Bruce Matheson 
were called forward and 
pledged by Dave Peebles.   

The Past and new Commanders presented each other with their 
respective Flags.   Commander Bruce then gave his acceptance speech.   

Brian Hanneson announced that he could not find anyone entitled to 
receive either the Bent Prop or Bent Stick awards this year.  Bob Plumtree, 
saying that although he was not trying to gain the Bent Stick Award, gave 
an amusing story on how he ran aground just after leaving the dock with 
students aboard his sail boat during the Students’ Cruise. 
 
Throughout the evening Fred Walker presented door prizes, two of which 
we thought were quite interesting in that Don Randall, a BC Hydro 
employee, received a wire crimper set for those BC Hydro emergencies 
and Bob Plumtree, owner/operator of Esau Automotive, received a no-
name socket set to add to his collection of tools.
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Valley Squadron 
Welcomes Our New 

Members  
 
David Clow - Chilliwack 
Bruce Desrosiers – Abbotsford 
Gordon Edwards – Chilliwack 
Daniel Ericksson - Abbotsford 
Cham Gill – Mission 
Scott Henderson – Chilliwack 
Phillip Knuff - Abbotsfsord 
Tony Lamb - Abbotsford 
Carson Loepp – Abbotsford 
Finn Madsen - Abbotsford 
Allan Nienhuis – Abbotsford 
Arlene Procunier – Abbotsford 
Mark Procunier – Abbotsford 
Irene Raabe – Lindell Beach 
Bill Reveley - Abbotsford 
Darrick Seifert – Harrison 
Dale Taylor – Rosedale 
Judy Thair - Abbotsford 
Peter Threlfall - Mission 
Andy Wierda - Abbotsford 

 
 
 
2007 Spring Boating Class Students  
 
�
�
�

�
�
Thanks to P/C Larry Neilsen for 
taking the pictures of the COW and 
Graduation. 
�
�
�
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Please Contact  
Squadron Membership Officer 

George Stevens  (604) 858-9936 
georges@ dowco.com  
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Proposed Boaters’ 
Packing  & Recipe Tips 

Section  
 
There are some of you out there 
with great recipes and packing tips 
for us novice boaters.  If you would 
like to share some knowledge in this 
area please contact me and it will 
appear in the GAM. 
 

dorothymatheson@shaw.ca  
or (604) 824-8616. 
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Valley Squadron  Bridge Meetings  
Everyone is Welcome! 

 
Bridge meetings are open to all Valley Squadron members.  Join us at 1900 hours at Smitty’s 
Restaurant, 1965 Sumas Way, Abbotsford. 

May 8th 
June 12 th  

Summer break until September  
�

�
�

Valley Squadron Bridge Officers  
 
Commander 
Sq.  Executive Officer 
Sq. Training Officer 
Sq. Assisant Training Officer 
Sq.  Secretary 
Sq.  Treasurer 
Sq.  PRO Officer 
Sq.  Supply Officer 
Sq.  Membership Officer 
Sq.  Editor 
Sq.  Marep/Environmental 
Sq.  Cruise Master 
Sq.  Socials 
Sq.  Historian 
Sq.  Auditor 
Sq. Webmaster 
Sq. Training VHF 
Sq. Training VHF 
Members at Large 
 
 
 
 
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission 
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison 
Past Commander 

 
Bruce Matheson 
  
Gary Clow 
Don Randall 
Gloria Caplette 
Al Collier 
Robert Plumbree 
Larry Harron 
George Stevens 
Dorothy Matheson 
Raymond Salloway 
Ted Blackall 
Sandra Clow 
E. Harvey Cooke 
Ursula Binkle 
Cliff Kiyooka 
John Tymoschuk 
Bryan Stolee 
Charleen Gregorig 
Carol Lyle 
Rob Turner 
Fred Walker 
Brian Hanneson 
Bill Hopkins 
Dave Hampson 
Gus Binkle 

 
824-8616 
  
792-9373 
855-0831 
852-3578 
824-1983 
850-3925 
826-8780 
858-9936 
824-8616 
852-8700 
859-6102 
792-9373 
859-5757 
826-8793 
864-0344 
701-6618 
858-4848 
859-6102 
852-2805 
853-7800 
850-2447 
854-1649 
796-0144 
858-4397 
826-8793 

 
bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
  
Gary_Clow@telus.net 
diver-don@shaw.ca 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
collier6@telus.net 
rplumtree@shaw.ca 
lnharron@shaw.ca 
georges@dowco.com 
dorothymatheson@shaw.ca 
salloway@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smclow@telus.net 
 
gus.u.sail@telus.net 
ckiyook@shaw.ca 
jltymo@yahoo.com 
bjstolee@dowco.com 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
smith852@telus.net 
4turners@telus.net  
seldomwet@shaw.ca 
bvhanneson@telus.net 
wjhopkins@hotmail.com 
 
 gus.u.sail@telus.net 
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