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Commander’s Corner

Spring is here, and what beautiful weather to ginwtl | can't
-~ remember a nicer start to the boating year thamawe had this
~ year. Many of us have our boats in the water aedadready
enjoying them.

Valley Squadron has had some great events thisgsp®n April
- 17 lots of people were out for the Boating Courgedént
Graduation and on April 23 our Annual Change of &Hat
banquet was a fantastic time for everyone who d&éeén We are
all really thankful to Fred Walker who managed & glmost as
many door prizes as there were people at the banque

Are you interested in taking some advanced boatimgses? Our new Training Officer, Norm
MacDonald, would love to hear from you. And ddpltget the upcoming cruises. Victoria Day
weekend many Valley Squadron members will be atglLtatand Bay on Long Island, Harrison
Lake. Besides some nice, long docks there are iogngpots, a picnic shelter, fire pit and
outhouses. Why not come out for a great weekerfianaf

As of September 15 this year, anyone who operatgsbaat which has a motor must have a
Pleasure Craft Operators Card. Please remembet t@ur friends know that Valley Squadron
teaches the Boating Course in Abbotsford, Chilliwand Harrison. Help them be safe boaters.

Have fun on the water this spring, and keep safe.

Yours truly,

Commander
Cover: “Wm M. Stewart” — BC's first survey ship
Picture by Ernie Nielsen
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Cruises are open for change, discussion or cancella  tion.
Call Ted Blackall at 604 859-6102 if you plan to at tend or want to discuss plans

GULF ISLAND CRUISE 2009

Saturday, July 11"

Some leaving from MacDonald Park Launch (0745 hrs 11.8 high & 1432 hrs slack
low) Launch at 1100 hrs or earlier would be better. Proceed to Newcastle Island.

Monday, July 13th

Leave Newcastle Island at 0800 hrs (0902 slack) — Proceed to Pirates Cove

Tuesday, July 14"

Leave Pirates Cove for Maple Bay Marina. Arrange moorage at 866-746-8482 toll
free

Thursday, July 16™

Maple Bay to Sansum Narrows at 1130 hrs (1218 hrs slack low) to Saanich Inlet &
Brentwood Bay. Either Angler's Anchorage Marina 250-652-3531 or Tod Inlet
anchorage

Saturday, Jul y 18"

Leave for Port of Sidney Marina 250-665-3711 Fax 250-655-3771

Monday, July 20"

To Ganges Harbour, Ganges Marina 250-537-5242

Tuesday, July 21%

To Montague Harbour Marine Park (anchorage or dock or buoys)

Wednesday, July 22"

To Wallace Island, Princess Cove (anchorage)

Thursday, July 23™

To Thetis Island (Telegraph Harbour) Telegraph Harbour Marina 250-246-9511
Fax 250-246-2668

Friday, July 24™

To Silva Bay via Gabriola Passage (1229 slack-low) Silva Bay Marina
250-247-8662/250-247-9992 or Fax 250-247-8663

Saturday, July 25"

Leave for MacDonald Park (0811 slack high or 1440 slack)

Sunday, July 26"

Alternate day for crossing (0915 hrs high slack or 1522 hrs low slack)

CRUISE SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGES: Please advise Ted if you are joining the Cruise so
he can advise of changes. 604 859-6102, cell 604 302-4892 or ctcharted@shaw.ca.

Also, please advise of Name, Name of Boat, Size of Boat and plans for moorage so he can make
sure you are confirmed. Ted will book moorage under Valley Squadron Group.
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The St. Patrick's Day Party held on
Saturday, March 21% at the Yarrow
Community Hall was well attended by 69
members.

We were treated, after our delicious potluck
dinner, to an Irish Dance presentation by
the Fraser Valley Irish Dance Academy.
Thirteen girls with lots of energy in their
beautiful traditional Irish dance costumes
got us all into the spirit of St. Paddy’s Day.

Later, Tony Lamb presented his video and

still shots of his trip of a lifetime diving with
great white sharks off the coast of Mexico.
Very intimidating!

Lots of prizes were given out and CPS
Chief Commander Harry Cole won a prize
for being of direct Irish descent!




Many thanks to a wonderful group of people who helped
set up Saturday morning, a great planning committee
headed by Robert Plumtree (good idea to hire those
dancers Bob), another wonderful group who helped with
cleanup, and an excellent group of cooks who made up
those lovely dishes of food and desserts.

Thanks for your great support of our squadron event.

Sandra Clow, Socials

Shakedown Cruise held very few surprises this
year. All went well for the boats and crews.
The water was low in the Lake, but even Norm
got his sailboat "Integrity" to the dock this
year. Ted and Charleen, Flame and Kiefer in
"Abracadabra" held down the other side of the
end of the dock. Rick and Gloria "Capt'n
Crunch" and George and Elaine in "Serene"
were at their cabins, and came visiting.

As you can see the tarp by the firepit took a bit
of a beating over the winter but otherwise, it
was a very good weekend with good friends
and good weather.

Ted Blackall



The Annual General Meeting was held on April 14™ at the Cross Roads Family Restaurant in
Abbotsford. A quorum was present and notice of the meeting was acknowledged as given in
accordance with regulations. Reports were received and elections took place. All of the slate was
filled and Valley is very pleased to report that we have five new Squadron members taking positions
on the Bridge.

This year over 60 members
attended Change of Watch,
many of whom were new
members to the Squadron.
Bob Plumbtree emceed and
welcomed Pacific Mainland
District Commander Dave
Peebles and his wife, Jackie.

A big thank you goes out to
Fred Walker for the great
door prizes (T-shirts, Life
Jackets, Thunder Ranges
with a supply of butane, VHF
Radio and other great prizes.)

The Bent Stick award for sailing went to Ron Gillies and the Bent Prop award went to George
Stevens. Congratulations to both!!

Congratulations and welcome to the following new members:
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Tour of Institute of Ocean Sciences

by Ernie Nielsen

An eventful day began with
the early morning rising and hurried
brewing of coffee and consuming
dry as toast oatmeal bars to tide our
stomachs over until we were able to
have a much-anticipated ferry
breakfast later on. The carpool was
hurriedly assembled and soon all
vehicles were on their way to the
ferry terminal, keeping in radio
contact with each other with the use
of cell phones. Very exciting on the
freeway, now you know why cell
phones are dangerous. You
wouldn’t use one while navigating a
boat either, would you?

At Tsawwassen ferry terminal, a

chill wind was blowing as everyone
assembled in front of the under construction foot passenger booths. A general deck exercise was
engaged in, as everyone tried to attach the strings to their plastic nametag holders. The more
knowledgeable individuals, with experience in deck operations resorted to practicing their knots to
make the strings stay in place. After the general confusion of boarding a ferry by foot, most
participants headed to the cafeteria for the incomparable experience of a ferry breakfast.

A separate party went and sought out the ship’s chief steward to attempt to gain permission for
bridge tour. (We'd call it a wheelhouse, but none of these new ships have wheels anymore). The
steward did his best to get permission from the captain but the reality was that a ferry is always a
working vessel and there happened to be new crew being familiarized with their duties on the
bridge who did not need any unnecessary distractions.

Upon reaching the other side, more general confusion resulted from no one knowing for sure where
we needed to meet our bus. It eventually turned out it was waiting below the terminal at the bottom
of a long set of stairs leading out of a door that was unmarked. After reaching the bottom, some
members noticed a spiraling slide for the baggage being loaded onto the ferry and expressed a
desire to try the slide instead of the stairs.

Following a brief uneventful bus ride (onboard a genuine school bus to relive our high-school days)
the group entered to Ocean Science research station and we were warmly welcomed. The warmth
was partly because the buildings are generally not staffed on weekends, so the air conditioning was
turned off. Normally, the institute can have over 400 staff, and the buildings are extensive, covering
several acres on various levels in wandering labyrinth of corridors, laboratories, offices and
archives.
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The tour started with a large
three-dimensional map of
B.C. which was very
fascinating, but also
managed to confuse some
of us since it was aligned to
true north making the
straight of Georgia appear
to be running on an add
diagonal tangent.

Following this there was a

brief presentation by a

Squadron official from the

Sidney area on the MAREP

program, which was quite

eye opening. All members

and graduates of the

boating course were

encouraged to apply their new wealth of knowledge on the water by reporting hazards on the water
and any errors they notice in navigational aids they are using. Following the lecture portion, the
majority of the time was then spent touring the extensive facilities, entering briefly into the major
department sections of the buildings, and explanations of some of the many displays including
seismographs, bathymetric maps of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans that had been created out of
international mapping expeditions as well as ocean features unique to B.C., such as the particularly
rare and fascinating sponge reefs that have recently been discovered on the west coast, which is
now known to be the only place in the world where ocean sponges congregate together to form
actual reef structures.

After the tours, there was an in
depth explanation by the Institute
staff of the entire process of
developing marine charts, from
how it began with the earliest
explorers to the coast with their
sextants and lead-lines to the
extremely detailed three
dimensional mosaics that can now
be created of the ocean floor with
multi-beam sonar. The process of
making or updating even a single
chart is extensive and can involve
literally hundreds of people from
the initial surveyors who stand on
the shoreline to mark survey
points to software experts who
can now create complete charts

and edit them electronically to language experts who make sure all names and titles listed on a
chart are correct and accurate.

It is important to point out
that much of what is now
done in a few minutes or
hours on computers was all
done by hand in the recent
past which included
thousands of individual
steps and revisions and
corrections all done
individually by hand on
each chart. Everything from
deciding which soundings to
include on a chart to adding
the text for names of places
was at one time all carefully
observed and fitted by
hand.

The exploration of

cartography concluded by

comparing some of the old survey techniques with today’s methods. Interestingly, lead lines are still
used to confirm the readings for many soundings giving on charts, but we don't use sextants
anymore. GPS antennas have replaced a wide variety of equipment that the surveyors used to use
including the old tripods and transits that were set up at shore reference points. In the same way,
powerful new softwares and graphics programs have replaced the older methods of drafting charts
by hand, although the first reference copies made from field notes and field sheets are still always
done largely by hand, before they are scanned into the computer.

Charts are also no longer drawn by hand, or lettered by hand or even colored by hand as they were
in the 1800s. The precision of handwriting on some of the early field sheets for charts is clearer
than what can be typed on some computers these days. It is sometimes difficult to determine if the
old surveyors may not have been a little more accurate with their hand surveys a hundred years
ago.

However, despite the time and dedication of the early surveyors, even they could not measure
everything, which is why many charts often have blank white spaces in certain areas indicating that
no one has ever measured those areas. One of the ongoing projects of the Institute is using small
craft to take modern equipment into those unmeasured, and often hazardous, white blanks to try
and accurately measure them for the first time.
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Visit our Website at valleysquadron/home.htm

Valley Squadron Bridge Meetings
All Members are Welcome!

Bridge meetings are open to all Valley Squadron members. Join us at 1900 hours at our new

meeting place — Cross Roads Family Restaurant, 1821 Sumas Way, Abbo  tsford, BC.

10

Valley Squadron Bridge Officers

Commander Gary Clow 792-9373 Gary_Clow@telus.net
Sg. Administrative Officer Ray Salloway 852-8700 salloway@telus.net
Sq. Training Officer Norm MacDonald 846-5447 norm301@shaw.ca
Sg. Assisant Training Officer Tony Lamb 853-8832 hyperlambs@telus.net
Sqg. Secretary Elaine Stevens 858-9936 egstevens@shaw.ca
Sq. Treasurer Al Collier 824-1983 collier6@shaw.ca
Sqg. PRO Officer Gloria Caplette 852-3578 gcaplette@shaw.ca
Sqg. Supply Officer Glen Hurley 826-4205 khurleyl@telus.net
Sqg. Membership Officer George Stevens 858-9936 egstevens@shaw.ca
Sq. Editor Dorothy Matheson 824-8616 dorothymatheson@shaw.ca
Sg. Marep/Environmental Arlene Procunier 852-1166 aproc@telus.net
Sq. Cruise Master Ted Blackall 859-6102 ctcharted@shaw.ca
Sq. Socials Monica Maletz 793-9940 mmaletz@shaw.ca
Sg. Historian Gloria Caplette 852-3578 gcaplette@shaw.ca
Sq. Trustee Ron Gillies 792-6626 rgilliesis@shaw.ca
Sqg. Webmaster Marc Procunier 852-1166 spgr_pompei@hotmail.com
Sq. Training VHF John Tymoschuk 701-6618 jitymo@yahoo.com
Sq. Training VHF Bryan Stolee 858-4848 bjstolee@telus.net
Members at Large Charleen Gregorig 859-6102 ctcharted@shaw.ca
Rob Turner 853-7800 4turners@telus.net
Fred Walker 850-2447 seldomwet@shaw.ca
Brian Hanneson 854-1649 bvhanneson@shaw.ca
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission Bill Hopkins 796-0144 wjhopkins@hotmail.com
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison Dave Hampson 858-4397
Past Commander Bruce Matheson 824-8616 bdmatheson@shaw.ca
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