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Commander’s Corner  

 

Valley Squadron Members, 
 
What spectacular boating weather we have 
had this year! Many of us were out on the 
water enjoying the hot, sunny days in May 
and June. Have you been out yet? Are you 
enjoying some fishing, water skiing or just 
lazing in the sun? 
 
The Gulf Islands Cruise is set to begin on 
July 11 with two weeks poking around the 
many tranquil bays and anchorages of the 
islands. There’s still time to get in on 
the fun so if you and your boat want to 

take part please contact our Cruise Master, Ted Bla ckall at: 
ctcharted@shaw.ca. 
 
If you are travelling down the Fraser River be awar e that there is 
silting taking place immediately downstream from th e new Golden Ears 
Bridge. A sand bar has formed downstream of pier M2  (south side) 
between the pier and the east end of Barnston Islan d near Parsons 
Channel. The sand bar should be marked with a Hazar d Buoy. Be 
careful! 
 
Lots of Valley Squadron members boat on the ocean. Some are in 
marinas in Washington state, others on the Fraser, some on the ocean 
in and around Vancouver. Look for boats flying the Valley Squadron 
burgee and introduce yourself as a fellow member of  Valley Squadron. 
The Roster, which you received in June, lists all s quadron members . 
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Would you like to brush up your boating knowledge? Why not help as a 
proctor in the Boating Course this fall? You get a refresher without 
having to do the homework, and help others at the s ame time. Contact 
Norm MacDonald for information: norm311@gmail.com. 
 
Have a fun summer. Enjoy the sun and the water. Kee p safe. 

 
Yours truly, 
 

        ��������	�
        Commander 
 
Cover:   Norm & Denise MacDonald’s boat “Integrity” 
              in Long Island Bay, Lake Harrison   
                Picture by Charleen Gregorig 

__________________________________________________ 
�

The Fall Boating Course Dates  
 

Chilliwack at Sardis Secondary, Instructor Gary Clow 
Thursdays, September 17 to December 11. 

 
Abbotsford at WJ Mouat Secondary, Instructor Tony Lamb 

Wednesdays, September 16 to December 10. 
 

Harrison at Harrison Yacht Club, Instructor Bill Hopkins  
Wednesdays, September 16 to December 10. 

 
We are considering providing a Fall VHF/DSC Course. All persons interested should 
email me at <norm311@gmail.com>.  Anyone who knows of people who are 
interested should advise me as well.  
 
I would like people to contact me if they are interested in any other courses that CPS 
offers. If there is enough interest, we could make arrangements for classes. 

 

Norm MacDonald 
Training Officer 
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CRUISES 
 

Cruises are open for change, discussion or cancella tion. 
Call Ted Blackall at 604 859-6102 if you plan to at tend or want to discuss plans  

 

GULF ISLAND CRUISE 2009 
Saturday, July 11th Some leaving from MacDonald Park Launch (0745 hrs 11.8 high & 1432 hrs slack 

low)  Launch at 1100 hrs or earlier would be better.  Proceed to Newcastle Island.  
  
Monday, July 13th Leave Newcastle Island at 0800 hrs (0902 slack) – Proceed to Pirates Cove 
  
Tuesday, July 14th Leave Pirates Cove for Maple Bay Marina.  Arrange moorage at 866-746-8482 toll 

free 
  
Thursday, July 16th Maple Bay to Sansum Narrows at 1130 hrs (1218 hrs slack low) to Saanich Inlet & 

Brentwood Bay.  Either Angler’s Anchorage Marina 250-652-3531 or Tod Inlet 
anchorage 

  
Saturday, Jul y 18th Leave for Port of Sidney Marina 250-665-3711    Fax 250-655-3771 
  
Monday, July 20th  To Ganges Harbour, Ganges Marina 250-537-5242 
  
Tuesday, July 21st To Montague Harbour Marine Park (anchorage or dock or buoys) 
  
Wednesday, July 22nd  To Wallace Island, Princess Cove (anchorage) 
  
Thursday, July 23rd To Thetis Island (Telegraph Harbour) Telegraph Harbour Marina 250-246-9511  

 Fax 250-246-2668 
  
Friday, July 24th To Silva Bay via Gabriola Passage (1229 slack-low) Silva Bay Marina 

250-247-8662/250-247-9992 or Fax 250-247-8663 
  
Saturday, July 25th Leave for MacDonald Park (0811 slack high or 1440 slack) 
  
Sunday, July 26th Alternate day for crossing (0915 hrs high slack or 1522 hrs low slack) 
 
CRUISE SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGES:   Please advise Ted if you are joining the Cruise so 
he can advise of changes.  604 859-6102, cell 604 302-4892 or ctcharted@shaw.ca. 
Also, please advise of Name, Name of Boat, Size of Boat and plans for moorage so he can make 
sure you are confirmed.  Ted will book moorage under Valley Squadron Group. 

 
All members going on the cruise should contact the marinas to ensure docking space is reserved .

������� �� ��	�
� �� � ���
��������������� ����������������	�����
�������
���� �
�������� �� ��	�� �� �� �	��������������
�� ��!"����� �� ��	��� �� � #������ ���� ���� ��� ����� �	$�� 	�� %	&��� ������'� � %		 �� �	��� 	&�� ��� �

&���������$��(��)*	(���+' �����	������������	��������
,(�	"����- �� ��	��
 �� � .�������$�����������/��	����������%���	��0�����	�� �����

*���������12�-�	��������������� �� ��



 4

��	���������������	�����������������������
������
����� �� ������ �� ��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

����������	

���
���
����������������������������������������������� �����������������

����������������������� ������
�

�	!��3������ ���� ����� 	$�������� 	�� ����$�� ��������� � �� ��!�� 
	�� ���� ����� 4���� ���
�2�-���������
����		������
	����&�������	
�
������� 
		�'��.�����&����"��&��������
(������ �!!��������� 
	��	&���� ���� ����� 4���'� � 5���� � ���� �	�� ���� �	��� "	���
"		���'� � �
� �	�� ���� �	�� "�������� �	��� "	��� (	!�� 	$� �� 	�� ���� %	&��� �������
3����'���		��
	������#�������6����	�������	�������� ���	$���		���������!�����'�
�

����� 7��	�� ����!��� � )�-1+� 819:-9-9� �	� !���� �	��� �� � � �����$���	�� ���� �����
���!� �	�� ���� &���� ���� #������ �6����	�� ��	� � 	�� *	(� � �'� � ���(�� &���� 7��	��
����!��� �
�&������
�����	��"		���	�(	�
��!�������� �����$���	��������$���	�'���
�
%����� �� ������ 	�� �������� 
	�� ���� ��������� ������  	� � ��(�'� �%��"�6���� ������ ����
(��(���� &���� "��  �	$����'� � .��� �	!!�����;�� (	! ��!� ������ "����
���� &���� "��
���$����������!	�����'�
�

 
 5

��������� ��!����"��	����������������������
��
������!�����
���"����������#��������

�
5��� �< �� =� �� ������ ������ �	� ���� 5���
�	��� �������=� "�����
��� &������=�
�	�� �	�� "��� >�(���� &������=� ���� ����
�	�� (	���� ���� 
	�'� � .��� ����
��������� ��� ?�"��(���"��@=� &����
3��!�� ���� A��
��� 	
� (	����=�  ������
���	� �	��� ������� %��� �	� 
���� B	�!�
5�(*	����� ��� ?���������@=� ���� �		��
C��� ����	&��� ��� ?5����� 5�(@�
��������� �
���� �� ����� ��	���� �	���
������'� � ��!� ������� ?.&	� ����@� ����
���� �&	� (�������� ���D� ���� �	����
>	����� ��'� � ��� ���� �� ������ ��!��
��	��������
���� ���������$�����'���
�
���&�������������	&�	��
���&		�=��	�
	�� ��������� !	������ &�� "	��	&���

C�(��������	���;����
�=��������!;��!	�	������&����	 

��������(��	
�
���&		�'���������;�������
�	����	�
����������
�=����������&������������"����� (��	
�&		����	���������	������'�
�
��������� &��� ���	� �� �		�� 
���:
������ ���'� � C��� ���� B	�!� ��� ��� �� (	� ��� &���� ������
"����� ��&� 5(����	�� ����"	��� �	� ���� ���� 
������ 	��� � ����� ��������'� � C��� ���� �	� �	� 
	��
��	���������=������������������E�
�
C�������=� A��� ���� ���� ����
��!������ ���� ������>	����� ��� ���
������ 	��		��"	��=�&��������$�����

�	!� ���� (�"��� 
	���=� ������ ����
%����� ���� ����?�	�@���	� '� � .�����
&���� "	���� (	!���� ���� �	���� 	��
������ ������&��������	��'���
�
��;�� �� ������ �	(���	�=� ���� ��&����
�!�F��� ��� �	&� 
�&�  �	 ���
$������� ����� 
��� � � ���� ����� "���
����;�� 	���=� �	�� &���� !	�����
��&����
������������E�
 
 
                 Pictures & article – Charleen Gregorig 
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Pacific National District 2009 First Place Winner i n Photograph 

Rob Turner of Valley Squadron  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the Grant Cayman Islands 

(It is unfortunate that the beautiful colors in this picture cannot be shown here.) 
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The following notice comes from CPS National .     Please note that you can also 
check to see if your email address is correct.         George Stevens, Membership 
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Planes and Boats in Coal Harbour: A Cooperative Co-Existence 
by David Weston, NAV CANADA 

 
Coal Harbour is an unusual place.  It is a recreational waterway located within a busy working 
harbour that also contains a busy airport.  Unlike most airports that are secured and separate from 
other kinds of traffic, the airport in Coal Harbour is a water aerodrome overlaid directly on water that 
is used regularly by marine traffic.  The safe co-existence of marine and air traffic depends strongly 
on cooperation and common sense. 
 
Many mariners are sometimes unsure of 
where the water aerodrome actually is.  
Unlike regular airports, there is no fence to 
define the airport and no pavement to 
define the runways.  When proceeding 
eastbound out of Coal Harbour, boaters 
should easily be able to find a large orange 
Scotsman buoy in the water to the north of 
the new convention centre.  This marker 
defines the southwest corner of the main 
landing area.  A line from this buoy to the 
Burnaby Shoal Marker defines the western 
boundary of the landing area.  The eastern 
boundary is formed by a line parallel to the 
first beginning at the northern tip of the 
Canada Place pier.  Most aviation activity 
occurs directly on the southern boundary of 
this area and aircraft taxi to the south, 
between the landing area and the 
convention centres.  Looking up along the shoreline boaters should be able to find a building with the 
Vancouver Sun and Province newspaper logos around the crown of the building.  Atop this building is 
the control tower, a small  glass structure resembling a diamond mounted in a ring. 
 
To the common observer of air traffic in Coal Harbour the flow of air traffic sometimes appears 
chaotic and unpredictable.  To air traffic controllers and pilots the situation is as normal as can be.  
Pilots and controllers are always seeking the safest possible way to operate within a unique and 
dynamic area.  If you recall your most recent visit to an airport you should be able to remember that 
once your aircraft left the gate you entered a highly controlled world.  When you began your run down 
the runway there was no garbage on it, there were no vehicles out for a pleasure ride, and there were 
no rolling bumps in the pavement.  At Vancouver Harbour, the “runway” contains all of these 
obstacles in the form of floating logs and other debris, working and recreational boats, and swell.  
Other important factors such as the strength and direction of the wind, the rising or setting sun, other 
air traffic, and myriad other factors also affect takeoff and landing direction. 
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Vancouver Harbour also has some advantages afforded by the lack of strictly defined runways.  
When one direction for takeoff is obstructed, another may be available.  When more than one aircraft 
is ready to go at the same time, several “runways” may be found on the water to permit simultaneous 
takeoffs.  The same is true of landings.  So while a common observer may have difficulty seeing logic 
and order in the orchestration of air traffic in Vancouver Harbour, it is really a highly organized but 
dynamic routine. 
 
At a regular airport served by a control tower, all vehicle movements are controlled by air traffic 
controllers.  Vancouver Harbour Tower does not have this ability and must share the landing and 
takeoff area with all other users.  Aviators, air traffic controllers, and the various harbour authorities 
work together to carry out a smooth operation while keeping safety as the highest priority.  Controllers 
in the tower promote a safe operation with boaters by cautioning pilots on boat activity that they may 
not be aware of.  In certain circumstances the tower may ask the Harbour Master or police to take 
action with a problematic vessel, but as much as possible the aim is for a cooperative co-existence 
between aircraft and marine vessels.  So what can the boaters do to enhance the safety and 
enjoyment of this area?  Here is a list of suggestions for boaters transiting through or around the 
landing and takeoff area: 
 

·  Watch.  Aircraft are often difficult to hear on approach when their engines are at idle.  Other 
noises may prevent boaters from hearing manoeuvring aircraft.  Pilots may not always see 
all vessels due to limited sight lines from the cockpit. 

·  Be predictable.  Boats on a steady course that do not make sudden turns are much easier to 
work around. 

·  Slow down.  Slow moving boats are easier to predict and work around and create less swell 
for the aircraft to deal with. 

·  Avoid.  Some boaters have been observed fishing or sun tanning in the landing and takeoff 
area.  This is simply not wise and there are other better areas in which to do this.  Boats 
should only come and go through or around the landing area and avoid loitering. 

 
Here is to another enjoyable and above all SAFE summer on the water in beautiful Vancouver 
Harbour! 
 

******* 
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Valley Squadron Bridge Meetings  

All Members are Welcome! 
 

Bridge meetings are open to all Valley Squadron members.  Join us at 1900 hours at our new 
meeting place – Cross Roads Family Restaurant, 1821 Sumas Way, Abbo tsford, BC.   
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_________________________________________________ 
 

Visit our Website at valleysquadron/home.htm 
_________________________________________________ 

 

Valley Squadron Bridge Officers  

 
Commander 
Sq. Administrative Officer 
Sq. Training Officer 
Sq. Assisant Training Officer 
Sq.  Secretary 
Sq.  Treasurer 
Sq.  PRO Officer 
Sq.  Supply Officer 
Sq.  Membership Officer 
Sq.  Editor 
Sq.  Marep/Environmental 
Sq.  Cruise Master 
Sq.  Socials 
Sq.  Historian 
Sq.  Trustee 
Sq. Webmaster 
Sq. Training VHF 
Sq. Training VHF 
Members at Large 
 
 
 
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission 
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison 
Past Commander 

 
Gary Clow 
Ray Salloway 
Norm MacDonald 
Tony Lamb 
Elaine Stevens 
Al Collier 
Gloria Caplette 
Glen Hurley 
George Stevens 
Dorothy Matheson 
Arlene Procunier 
Ted Blackall 
Monica Maletz 
Gloria Caplette 
Ron Gillies 
Marc Procunier 
John Tymoschuk 
Bryan Stolee 
Charleen Gregorig 
Rob Turner 
Fred Walker 
Brian Hanneson 
Bill Hopkins 
Dave Hampson 
Bruce Matheson 

 
792-9373 
852-8700 
846-5447 
853-8832 
858-9936 
824-1983 
852-3578 
826-4205 
858-9936 
824-8616 
852-1166 
859-6102 
793-9940 
852-3578 
792-6626 
852-1166 
701-6618 
858-4848 
859-6102 
853-7800 
850-2447 
854-1649 
796-0144 
858-4397 
824-8616 

 
Gary_Clow@telus.net 
salloway@telus.net 
norm311@gmail.com 
hyperlambs@telus.net 
egstevens@shaw.ca 
collier6@shaw.ca 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
khurley1@telus.net 
egstevens@shaw.ca 
dorothymatheson@shaw.ca 
aproc@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
mmaletz@shaw.ca 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
rgilliesis@shaw.ca 
spqr_pompei@hotmail.com 
jltymo@yahoo.com 
bjstolee@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
4turners@telus.net  
seldomwet@shaw.ca 
bvhanneson@shaw.ca 
wjhopkins@hotmail.com 
 
 bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
 


