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Commander’s Corner  
 

Valley Squadron Members,  
 
How’s your summer been?  Have you enjoyed this year’s 
incredible weather?   Have you had lots of time on the water?  
And summer isn’t over.  Labour Day isn’t the end of summer!  
Keep on enjoying this wonderful year.  It’s not yet time to put 
away your boat. 
 
Our Boating Classes begin this month in Abbotsford, 
Chilliwack and Harrison.  Do you know someone who needs 
to take the course?  Let them know our classes start right 
away.  Please remind your friends that Canadian law says that 
anyone who drives a boat which has a motor must have a 
Pleasure Craft Operators Card.  Big boat, little boat, sail boat, 
inflatable - if it has a motor, fuel or electric, you need a 
PCOC.   

 
How about you?   Do you need a refresher for your boating knowledge?  CPS members can sit in on 
the Boating Class any time.  No charge, you have already paid for the course.  Your boating 
comments and experience will be a big help to new students who are trying to learn the things you 
already know. 
 
Remember our Sail Past on September 12.  Join us at Union Steamship Company on Bowen Island 
for a fun time and a great potluck dinner.  No boat?  Don’t worry.  Many of us go to Bowen on the 
BC Ferry.  Just tell people you used a really big boat to get to the island. 
 
Have a fun, safe fall.  Summer isn’t over yet! 
 

Yours truly, 
 

        ��������	�
                Commander
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Cover:   “Boys Playing Boats”” 
              Picture by Barb Marshall 

__________________________________________________ 
�

 
The Fall Course Dates  

 
 

FALL BOATING CLASSES  for 13 weeks starting: 
 
 Abbotsford - Wednesday September 16 at 1900hrs 
 Instructor Tony Lamb 
 WJ Mouat Senior Secondary School 
 
 Harrison Hot Springs - Wednesday September 16 at 1900hrs 
 Instructor Bill Hopkins 
 Harrison yacht Club 
 
 Chilliwack - Thursday September 17 at 1900 hrs 
 Instructor Gary Clow 
 Sardis Senior Secondary School 
 

If you are interested in proctoring for any of these  classes, please contact Norm at  
norm311@gmail.com 

 
 

 
VHF COURSE  

 
  Abbotsford – Tuesdays, October 6, 13, 20 and 27th 

Instructors Bryan Stolee and John Tymoschuk  
WJ Mouat senior Secondary School 
Anyone interested is to contact Bryan Stolee @ bjstolee@telus.net.  
or John Tymoschuk @ jltymo@yahoo.com  

  
 
 

Norm MacDonald 
Training Officer 
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CRUISES 
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Please contact Charleen Gregorig at 859-6102 or at 
ctcharted@shaw.ca  to discuss what you would like to bring 
to contribute to our delicious dinner.   
 
Last year we had over 50 people attend.  Hope to see you 
there! 
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A Newbie’s Gulf Islands Cruise 
By Barbara Marshall (Tatika) 

 
 
The Valley Squadron two week cruise of the Gulf 
Islands in July was headed by Cruise Master Ted 
Blackall.  He and Charleen (Abracadabra) 
arranged perfect weather, calm seas and an 
interesting combination of isolated beauty to full 
service marinas (with much needed and 
appreciated showers).  I am new to boating, had 
never cruised and had no idea what to expect.  I 
grew up on the prairies; family holidays involved a 
tent and a canoe.  Husband Tim grew up near 
Sidney, his family enjoyed summer cruising and 
winter racing on their Westerly Cirrus sailboat.  
Holidays with our children were spent with a 
trailer.  Now that we’ve moved close to the ocean, 
had the CPS Boating and VHF courses under our 
belt and a new to us boat at the dock it was time 
for a new adventure.  What better way to start 
than with this group. 
 
We came down the Fraser to overnight at the 
Vancouver Marina where we met the Commodore 
of the Airport Yacht Club and his wife.  They gave 
us a wealth of boating related contacts and info, 
looks like this could be fun.  July 11 we headed 

for the Strait of Georgia along with five boats 
leaving from MacDonald boat launch (they had a 
slight pause while Ted put up his antennae –
oops) to meet two more at Newcastle Island.  We 
had never set eyes on any of the group except 
Ted but when we approached the dock and were 
guided by several men waving madly and 
pointing to the last available spot we knew we 
were in good hands.  Murray and Alice (Talisman) 
were wonderful to have as dock mates, former 
 

      
                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      First Day at Newcastle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
         Supper in Pub – Maple Bay 
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Westerly Cirrus owners, they kept Tim 
entertained for hours.  Also gave me lots of 
useful info – like what the heck is a gam?   A 
row over to the Dinghy Dock Pub for our 
wedding anniversary supper was worth it for 
the food, Dinghy Dock Lager and the start of 
new friendships.  Newcastle Island is a good 
photo waiting to be taken so the next day 
armed with camera, water and sun block Tim 
and I embarked on a 12 km. hike around and 
through the entire island.  Ted, Charleen, 
Flame and Keifer also did most of the same 
walk with little Keifer surviving the best of any 
of us.  Given the heat of the day, I take credit 
for it being 12 miles and the group taking 
their ease under the shade of a huge elm for 
the day agreed. 
 
There was some “excitement” for Brian and 
Viv (Bri-Anne) when their engine died on the 
approach to Dodd Narrows.  Luckily Al and 
Deanna (Memory Maker) came to the rescue 
and rafted them safely through – good 
‘Advanced Piloting’ Al.  The two boats were 
seen rafted together for the next couple of 
days, including into and safely out of Pirates 
Cove, until the mechanic at Maple Bay put 
things right.  Pirates Cove, DeCourcy Island, 
was my first experience anchoring and 
rafting.  I was amazed at how well privacy 
could be maintained at close quarters, didn’t 
hear any snoring (from other boats) and my 
apprehension was assuaged.  Did hear all 
about Viv’s “bird in the hair” experience 
though, not the recommended brand of body 
wash. The contents of the pirate chest at the 
entrance is a must see.  I learned another 
new life skill – how to sluice mud off an 
anchor  chain.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Montague Harbor – Gray Paninsula 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ted & Charleen –  
Abracadabra 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gabriola Pass 
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The canine dinghy crew of Keifer, Flame 
and Sidney kept their tenders on a regular 
schedule to the dinghy dock, perhaps 
leaving buried treasures for their owners?  
Arr! 
 
Maple Bay marina kindly provided a 
covered gathering place ashore which 
kept us from creating a traffic jam on the 
dock.  A free shuttle goes into Duncan 
twice a day and despite the suggestion 
Tim and I could walk the 14 km., we opted 
to spend the time cleaning – ourselves, 

the laundry and a good scrub of the hull.  We became a fleet of seven as Talisman headed 
home to unpack from their recent move back to Chilliwack. 
 
Our next stop was in Brentwood Bay.  Mark and Vivian’s 
daughters, Jade and Ivy (Cassiopeia, only sailboat of the 
group) put their nets to good use scooping up jellyfish, 
muscles and all sorts of sea life to present for admiration.  
There were many trips made into town for restocking the 
essentials –beer- oh yes and groceries and ice.  Tim’s 
folks and my aunt and uncle came down to Anglers 
Anchorage to appraise Tatika (approved) and make sure 
we were safely having a good time (affirmed).  The 
improvements to the marina are a work in progress and 
have good potential. 
 
Around the peninsula to Port of Sidney and into Tim’s old 
stomping grounds.  Having spent lots of time over years 
of holidays walking those docks, coffee in hand, 
watching Tim drool over “one day” boats it felt familiar 
yet very exhilarating to be entering from the water 
instead of the parking lot.  It is such a pretty marina with 
all the hanging baskets.  Some one having a blonde 
moment thought it was a lot of work for the staff to raise 
and lower the baskets daily but she quickly understood the realities of tides after trying to 
black bag shower on a short pole.  Speaking of whom, Rita and Steve (Ruby) have added a 
composting toilet to their boat.  No tank to empty and no smell, good idea.  Herman and 
Irene (Emily ‘D’) joined the cruise and were quickly brought up to speed on trip happenings.  
John and Carol (Valley Girl) joined us on their way to a Commander Rendezvous and 
Cassiopeia bid us adieu on their way back to Mission via Bellingham. 

 
Money Maker & Bri-Ann 

rafted in Pirates Cove 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coffee Time on the Dock 
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Ganges, Saltspring was the start of 
our second week.  Bruce and Dorothy 
(B.C. Ferry) joined us for a day and 
Bruce was impressed with Tatika’s 
beer dispensing window.  We also had 
a quick visit from Brent (Jireh) our 
Mission Harbour neighbour.  This 
marina also provided a covered 
gathering spot and groceries and 
touristy things were a short walk.   
How many people did you see 
wandering around with ice cream? 
 

Montague Harbour, Galiano Isl. saw some of the group at the marina on one end of the bay 
and the rest on the marine park dock.  What a beautiful place with weird rocks (see Aug. ’09 
Pacific Yachting) and a gorgeous sunset a short walk away at shell beach.  It was hot 
enough that I finally gave in and went in for a dip.  The water was cool and clean and I was 
relieved to survive with no yucky sea creatures showing up inside my swimsuit.  Tim decided 
to soak an oar lock off our dinghy...  If you’re ever diving off the dock in Montague it’s about 
40 feet down and white, last time seen before the kerploosh. 
 
Perhaps the prettiest, quietest spot came next at Princess Cove, Wallace Island.  This had 
been privately owned in Tim’s youth so it was new for both of us to explore.  Ted showed off 
his rock tobogganing skills while stern tying – and the rest of us held our breath.  
Abracadabra, Ruby, Runaway and Tatika were joined for a day by Cliff and Judy (Pura Vita) 
former Valley members now living on 
Mayne Island.  Memory Maker, Valley 
Girl, Bri-Anne and Emily ‘D’ went 
straight to Thetis Island.  There was a 
Westerly Cirrus anchored near by – 
see a pattern emerging?  Tim and I 
provided the group with a 
demonstration on how to paddle your 
own canoe using a Walker Bay 
dinghy.  Video footage of this event is 
shaky and repeat viewings didn’t curb 
Rita’s laughter.  As a canoe it’s a little 
short and a lot broad in the beam but 
what can you do with only one oar 
lock?  Charleen and I found that sitting 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          Cassiopeia –        Maple Bay 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talisman – Northumberland Channel 
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 on the swim step, knee deep in cool water 
was as relaxing and ‘holiday mode’ as it 
comes.  Rod has rigged Runaway with 
nearly every convenience known to boating 
but it needed a chicken soup dispenser 
when Laura came down ill for a few days.  
Happily whatever caused it, she was soon 
back in the land of the living and we were 
off to Telegraph Harbour. 
 
By the time we arrived on Thetis, Deanna 
and Carol, lured by possibilities of a fresh 
fruit and veggies store embarked on a 
pilgrimage.  Perhaps fish line tied to a boat 
would have helped them find their way 
home a lot sooner.  None of the fishermen 
in the group were catching anything with it 
anyway.  Tatika and Ruby enjoyed pizza for 
supper – with delivery to the dock and 
artwork on every box. 
 
Silva Bay, Galiano Island was our final stop.  
Herman scored a couple of fresh crab for 
supper from a dock neighbour.  Our last 
night together on the dock saw a much 
tanned and relaxed group not wanting it all 
to end.  Al and Brian compared grease-free 
hands and Irene and Flame showed off their 
matching hair-dos.  The first boats were off 
across the strait early on July 25 but when 
we tried 20 minutes later it was a whole 
different sea and we turned back to Silva for 
an extra day.  Saturday night was the 
Festival of Light in Vancouver but we were 
treated to a natural fireworks show like I’ve 
never seen.  We sat up in the fly bridge for 
hours being entertained by lightning filling 
the whole eastern sky.  It sounded like the 
Festival too with other boaters providing 
plenty of ooh’s, ahh’s and wow’s.  What a 
spectacular end to a holiday. 
  

Colburn Passage 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fleet on the Dock at Silva Bay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Night -Silva Bay 
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The two weeks was a wonderful introduction to boating for me and stirred years of memories 
for Tim. I started the cruise very apprehensive but having a group to travel with gave me 
confidence.  Our boat proved safe and comfortable and got me capable/confident enough to 
have earned my new title – Deck Monkey.  We’re looking forward to next year’s cruise, 
seeing another group of friendly, helpful people and if I’m not mistaken, trying it on a 
sailboat.   

***** 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                   FOR SALE 
                                                                         “Mary Jean” – 24 ft Thundercraft (1993)  
                                                                         equipped with everything except dinghy.   
                                                                         Newer galvanized tandem trailer included.  
                                                                         Contact Bruce Matheson for all details and 

  equipment list at bdmatheson@shaw.ca     
  or 824-8616 - $29,900 or we can talk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                  Summer Memories 
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Valley Squadron Bridge Meetings  

All Members are Welcome! 
 

Bridge meetings are open to all Valley Squadron members.  Join us at 1900 hours at our new 
meeting place – Cross Roads Family Restaurant, 1821 Sumas Way, Abbo tsford, BC.   
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_________________________________________________ 
 

Visit our Website at valleysquadron/home.htm 
_________________________________________________ 

 

Valley Squadron Bridge Officers  

 
Commander 
Sq. Administrative Officer 
Sq. Training Officer 
Sq. Assisant Training Officer 
Sq.  Secretary 
Sq.  Treasurer 
Sq.  PRO Officer 
Sq.  Supply Officer 
Sq.  Membership Officer 
Sq.  Editor 
Sq.  Marep/Environmental 
Sq.  Cruise Master 
Sq.  Socials 
Sq.  Historian 
Sq.  Trustee 
Sq. Webmaster 
Sq. Training VHF 
Sq. Training VHF 
Members at Large 
 
 
 
Port Capt- Fraser R/Mission 
Port Capt- Cultus/Harrison 
Past Commander 

 
Gary Clow 
Ray Salloway 
Norm MacDonald 
Tony Lamb 
Elaine Stevens 
Al Collier 
Gloria Caplette 
Glen Hurley 
George Stevens 
Dorothy Matheson 
Arlene Procunier 
Ted Blackall 
Monica Maletz 
Gloria Caplette 
Ron Gillies 
Marc Procunier 
John Tymoschuk 
Bryan Stolee 
Charleen Gregorig 
Rob Turner 
Fred Walker 
Brian Hanneson 
Bill Hopkins 
Dave Hampson 
Bruce Matheson 

 
792-9373 
852-8700 
846-5447 
853-8832 
858-9936 
824-1983 
852-3578 
826-4205 
858-9936 
824-8616 
852-1166 
859-6102 
793-9940 
852-3578 
792-6626 
852-1166 
701-6618 
858-4848 
859-6102 
853-7800 
850-2447 
854-1649 
796-0144 
858-4397 
824-8616 

 
Gary_Clow@telus.net 
salloway@telus.net 
norm311@gmail.com 
hyperlambs@telus.net 
egstevens@shaw.ca 
collier6@shaw.ca 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
khurley1@telus.net 
egstevens@shaw.ca 
dorothymatheson@shaw.ca 
aproc@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
mmaletz@shaw.ca 
gcaplette@shaw.ca 
rgilliesis@shaw.ca 
spqr_pompei@hotmail.com 
jltymo@yahoo.com 
bjstolee@telus.net 
ctcharted@shaw.ca 
4turners@telus.net  
seldomwet@shaw.ca 
bvhanneson@shaw.ca 
wjhopkins@hotmail.com 
 
 bdmatheson@shaw.ca 
 


