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 SCORER is a strategy that helps you do better on tests and quizzes by assisting  
           you to use your knowledge and test time more effectively to obtain  
          the highest mark possible. 

 

 
SCORER 

What is 
SCORER?

 Tests and quizzes give you the opportunity to respond to questions with  
           information that you know.  Your mark on a test gives you feedback in  
           two areas: 
                        1.  How much you know about the questions on the test (content). 
                        2.  How effectively you can write tests (test taking skills).     
 

 
 
 
 
 

% 

Test marks 
represent?

 Learning the content of your course is done by reading ahead, previewing  
           material, listening effectively in class, making quality notes to review  
           from (Notes-4-Learning), using summary sheets, making up practice tests,   
           using cards, reviewing assignments, daily review and other strategies. 
 

 How can I 
learn the 
content?

 Writing tests more effectively is done by using the strategy SCORER.  To 
           Remember its steps, you only need to think of the mnemonic    
           SCORER which is made from the first letter of each of the steps. 
 
 

 
SCORER 

How do I 
remember 

SCORER?

S Schedule your time as you scan over the whole test. 
           Scan the whole test, find total marks and divide by time.  Use 5 minutes  
           to pre-read (scan) the test and another 5 minutes for reviewing at the end.   

 

! 
S

 stands for?

C Clue words.   
           Words that are critical to what's being asked.  For example; explain,  
           factor, solve, compare and contrast all have special meaning on tests. 

 
Compare 
Contrast 

C
 stands for?

O
  

Omit hard questions. 
           Do easy questions first then harder ones.  Mark the harder ones and jot  
           done any ideas beside the question that may help when you return to it. 

 
3 

O
 stands for?

R Read the questions and directions carefully. 
           Understand the question before you answer it.  Words such as:  from  
           largest to smallest, how old in ten years, and discuss with examples  
           are specific questions that need to be answered in a special way. 

    
####    

B
 stands for?

E Estimate your answers. 
           Gives you a number or idea to work towards.  For example, ages  
           usually between zero and a hundred, a question asking for the  
           probability of an event occurring must be between 0 and 1. 

 

$ 
E

 stands for?

R Review the test. 
           Make sure each question is answered.  If you don't know an answer, put  
           down what you know.  In multiple choice eliminate the "no good" answers  
           and choose from what's left.  Check over the bubble sheet.  Make sure  
           your name is on the test and make an estimate of your mark. 
 

 
% 

R 
stands for?

 Practice SCORER before you have a test.  When you get an assignment, set aside 
time and do it as you would a test.  Follow all the steps of SCORER.  Each time 
you use SCORER you will get better and you will be able to use SCORER it in 
test situations to your advantage. 

 
 

How can I 
practice 

SCORER?
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                                  Mathematics Sample Test Using SCORER 
                Total marks = 40                Total time = 70 minutes 
Schedule your time as you Scan over the whole test 
       Total time divided by marks  60 minutes/40 marks = 1.5 min./mark 
       (5 min for pre-read & 5 min for review taken out of 70 to get 60 minutes). 
 
Clue words  
       Put the following whole numbers in order from highest to lowest. 4,3,6,2,8 
       "highest to lowest" are critical clue words. 
 
Omit hard questions until the end 
      ** 7.  Which of the following are rational numbers? 
                                               11,  -6/7,  -9.3,  5.556745...,  1.333333...    
       "I don't remember this, so I’ll leave it until the end and mark the number,**   
           so I can come back later.  Jot down any ideas to help you later. 
 
Read the questions and directions carefully 
       Factor  x2 - 9 = 0       only wants factors - not to solve 
           (x+3)(x-3) = 0    so (x + 3) (x – 3) are the factors. 
 
Estimate your answer.   
      What are three consecutive odd numbers that add to 30? 
      The answer should be three odd numbers near 30 divided by 3 
      (x)+(x+2) +(x+4) = 30 
 
       An estimate should also be done as part of the steps of problem solving. 
       Shari is ten years older than Kris.  Together their ages add to 30.    
       How old will Kris be in ten years? (Use PROBLEMS strategy) 

 

    Problem? - How old is Kris in ten years?                    
    Record known - Shari is ten years older than Kris, Together ages add to 30       
    Observe diagram - S (older)   k (younger)                                   
    Brainstorm - relationship question, one older than other        
    List estimated - Kris is 15 years old  
    Engage in doing - let x = Kris's age so x+10 = Shari's age       then total ages   
                 equation    x + ( x+10) = 302x+10 = 30       Solve 2x+10-10 = 30-10     
                                                            2x =  20       so x=10   but need to add 10 
    Make a check and put in sentence - Kris is now 10 but will be 20 in ten years. 
    So what are variations to this problem 
       1. Kris could be 1/2 Shari's age and the rest of the question the same. 
       2. Could be coins:  I have ten more dimes than pennies.  Altogether, I have    
                  thirty coins.  How many of each do I have? 
 
Review the test 
Check all questions have been answered, reread questions, check that you 
answered the question properly and leave no question blank.   
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Review
 the test 

 SCORER helps you do your best on tests and quizzes by allowing you to apply 
your knowledge and your test time more effectively.  This allows you to write 

  
SCORER. 
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better tests to get the highest possible mark for you.  
 


